


71
.-?'

HUMAN RIGHTS

BB

State of Human Rights Report
2015

"

#

D &




National Human Rights
Commission

State of Human Rights Report

2015




The statements and analysis contained harsin are the work of the Mational
Human Rights Commission. Nothing in this publication is i be considered
rendering legal advice for specific Cases.

Copyright©2016 National Human Rights Commission

The National Human Rights Commission grants permission for copies of the
materials to be made, in whola or in part, for classroom LS N &n institution of
higher learming of for use by not-for-profit organisations, providad that the usa
I8 for Informational, non-commercial purposes onfy and any copy of the
malerials 0f partion thereof acknowtedges ariginal publication by the National

Iegend ‘Reprinted by permission of the Nigerian Human Rights Commission
Al ights reserved.

ISBN: Pending

Published by:

Natianal Human Rights Commissian

18 Aguiyi-lronsi Street, Maitama

P.M. B. Garki Abuja, Nigeria

lel: +234.9.523 BA5S

fax: +234.9.523 8657

e-mail: info@nigeriarights.gov.ng, nhreanigenia@yahoo.com
Website: www.nigeriarights.gov.ng

For more information, contact:
Tony Ojukwu, Esg.,Director of Human Rights Violations Manitoring
Dapartmeant

Mational Human Rights Commission

18 Aguiyi-ironsi Street Maitama

P. M. B. GarkiAbuja, Nigeria

e-mail: ionyojoki@yahoo.co uk

tal. +234.808.787.7235, +234 807 700.1123

Stute of Human Rights Report 2615 2




Table of Contents

Ateword..... ... P i3 ]| T .3
Acknowledgements .. e et T Soe Ry 1
Exeoutive LT R S N S S e i s T
Table of Human Rights Instruments,.. ... L L Loy
Tabulation of Cases Recefved by the Commiission in O e 11
Part 1: Civil and Political Rights ... ... 16

Thapter 1: Right to |ife {Extra-ladiciul Hillings anal Summmary Executons) ... 18

Inhumans and Begrading Treatment ap Punighmamni) PP |
Chaptor 3: Bight 1o Frosdom of Exprassinn a1 SESNTI ] —50
Chapter 4: Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Riligivn 56
Chapier 5: Right i Liberty and Freedom of Movement ... T H—
Part 2: Economir, Social, and Cultiural RS s W
Chapiter 61 Hight to Health b o - 2
Chapter T: Right to T BRI 0 SN ol i il
Chapter &: Ripht ta Adequare Pood,.... ... e L e pmenas — B
Chapter 91 Right to Edgcation . . il 95
Chapter 10: Lalsour L e s et e s g e —— {11, ]
Fart 3: Other Thematic lssyes of Concern to the Commission ... PR 113
Chaptar 11: Terrorism and Iter-Communal Violosce, 114
Chapter 1% Carruptio. P 128
Chapter 13: Access to Justiond Independence of the Podickary . i 136
Chapter 14: Sexual and Gender Based Vinlence il w142
Lhapter 15: The Rights of the Child.. i NG
Chapter llﬁ-:l'-‘wk'nlmiullldl.humglr!btlum__ 175
Chapter 17; Bections and Political Partldpation 180
Conclusion ............, st . — ) !
List of Abbreviations _............ e LT S o 189

State of Humse Rights Rapart 2015 3




Foreword

The State of Human Rights in Nigeria 2015Report, produced by the National
Human Rights Commission (Commission), is the 5" in the series of (his
comprehensive publication since its maiden issue in 2006, Every year that the
report is published cenain aspects are improved an from prior years. In the
20135 report the Commissian refined the streamiined format developed in the
2011-2012 report in order to place more emphasis on the Commission's
recommendzations on how to improve the protection of human rights and
thematic areas of concern. In so doing, this report is far more than a recond of
what occurred during the vear under review but also a proscrptive documen!
providing & torehlight on the way forward.

For the first time, the 2015 edition addifionally containg a comprehensive table
detaifing the number of complaints received by the Commission desegregated
by type of complaint and month. The table also indicates whether the complaint
wias determined 1o be admissible, and whether the complaint has been
resalved. This table is a significantinnovation on prior years reports, as i gives
8 clear overview of the prevalence of case types, which we hope will help
highlight the types of rights violations that need more focus in subsaquent
years. In future aditions of this report, we intert to further desegregate this data
by geopolitical region in order to creale broader undarstanding of diffarent
prevalence of ights violations across the couniry,

This report continues the emphasis of earlier reports on viokations of 8CONONTIC,
social, and cultural rights (ESCRY, by expanding existing chapters and adding
& new chapter on labor rights. Our hope is that our sustained focus on ESCR
will further enlighten the Nigerian human rights community and general public
as to the enormity of the fundamental rights violations suffered by poor
individuals and communities on a reqular basis,
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With the launch of the Sustainable Development Goals in 2015, we calebrate
the critical inclusion of justice in SDG 16. This goal calls on all countries ta
promote peaceful and inclusive societies for suslainable development, provide
access lo justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive
instilutions at all levels. Tha Commission pladges to wark with any interested
pariners io ensure that Nigeria accomplishes SDG 16 as a key plank of our
work gaing forward.

As this repori makes clear, human rights violations committed by State and
non-state actors remain pervasive in Nigeria. Our hope is that this report will
bring greater fight to these violations, and make dear recommendations on
next steps that must be taken, | look forward to the day that Nigeria is
cetebrated forits exemplary protection of human dghts.

Thank you,

Professor Bem Angwe

Executive Secrefary

Naticnal Humar Rights Commission
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Executive Summary

The State of Human Righls in Migeria 2015Repant is a camoilation of
complainls receved by the Commessian and incidenis of humar fighils
violabons culled from news media and ather sources arganized according o
the humnan rightis) that was violated or the (Fematic issue at slaks The Rapar
addtionally highlights developments n the pramotion and protection cof
specific human rghts, and mases clear racommerdations ta specific iranchas
of the government and security forces, among others, 1o address the viciations
identifiad. The intent is for this document fo serve as reference material fos
anyone interested in understanding the situation of humar rights prolectior i
Nigeriain 2015 and steps that must be taken o curb furthar viclations.

The Reportis divided into three parts. The first part focuses on violations of civi
and political rights (CPR). such as the rights to life, dignity, liberty, and freedom
of expression and the press, The second part highlights violations of
economic, social and cultural rights (ESCR), such as the right to health,
adequate housing, food, and work or fabour. The last part of this report
canvasses themalic issues that cul across several righis that the Commission
deems sufficiently imporiant ta be addressad in chapters of their own. Such
chapters span issuses of sccess to justice, corruption, environment and the
Miger Delts, sexus’ and gendar-2ased violence, and ofhers,

Each chapter within the first gnd second part of fhis report is focused on an
irdividual righ: or re‘ated aroup of nights begins with an intraduction of the
human figtlis] 1o be azzessad, and sxpams the 'raal framework for protection
of Ise right in intamationa! and domeste faw, as well as buman righls norms
and standards. This legal framewark forrs tha henchmark agasnst which
complance of the govarnment car be measured Subsaguently, each chapter
Sets cul MNigena's progress lowards realization of Ine nghl/s: atrssue in general
termg, ighlig hting any significant legisiative ar paliey changes, as well as any
e evant maor government iniatives undertaker durng the reporting period,
Nexl each chapier lavs oul the basic facs of complainis submitted to the
Commission, and cases cullad from the naws media relevant o the specific
right{s) being addressed. Lastly, each chapter concludes with commitments by
the Commissien to undestake certain actions, as well as specific
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rrecmmendations o vanaus branches of tie governmend and security forces,
amang others Lo ensure greaier protection and promotian of the nght/s} being
corsidersd.

cach chapltar within tha thied par of this repet lakes a shahlly differant form,
specifically ‘arored o each themaric issue. Whers passitle. each chapler alsg
canciudas with cermitments by the Commission to undertake certain actions.
2% well s recommendations an how 1o better audress the I551es undar
considaration

Utimately, like prior editions of this repet, the State of Human Rightsin Mineria
2015 Report iz aimed at halding perpatrators {both government and nor-state
aciors) acoountable for human rights viclations committad during the period
under review. It is 3190 hoped that this report wil highlight areas of human
rights violation in need of greater atlention and scrutiny generally, and can
poirttowards actions and inlerventions that should be takan,
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Table of Human Rights Instruments

The below table dentifies the principle international and regienal human rights
instrumenls that are relevanl o Migeria, as well as their status where
applicable,

Internafiona instruments:
Universal Declaration of Human Rights {UDHR)

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
{ICESCR)

Stales:

accessionin 1993, no domeskcation

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
Status: accession in 1993, no domesticaton

Convention on the Elimination of All Ferms of Raclal Discrimination
(CERD)

Status: accession 1967 no domastication

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW)

Status: ratification 1985, nodomestication

Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (CAT)

Status: ratification 2001, no domestication
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC}
Status: ratification 1991, parhal domestcation

Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Mermbers of Their Families

Status: accession 2009, no domesticatian

Stada af Humen Rights Rapor] 2075 10
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Convention on the Rights of Persons with Dizabilities (CRPD)

Statys: ratifieation 2010, no domastication

Convention fr hn Pratection of All Persans from Enfarsed Disappearance
Slatus. accession 2008 ng clomestication

Regionalinstuments.

African Charter on Hymar and Peoples' Rights
(African Charter)
Status; ratified 1983, domesticatad

African Charter on the Righis and Welfare of the Child
Status: ratified 2001 partial domestication

Pratacol to the Aftican Charter on Human and Peoples'
Rights on the Rights of Women in Africg

Stalus: ratified 2004, no domestication

Stite af Hurmen Rihis Ragsr 2974 il




Tabulation of Cases Received by the Commission in 2015

12

- WL | P I T T T
Gl 8 T mrEl el elgla nIiIn K 8 e
0z ird pg | ® |-k g | ] L ) mrcEry

il  mpEw

i
o — I 1 : - % R
gl ol 1 ¥ [ 3 i »T.u 3 = BTyl |
= T G [ 3 AT
F_ o fuspai)
il i L = i UARLFLATR]
i TR PR

(- m—

i b 1 RO
_ AT

= _ i

i SR - | e : | ey |

e | ® s | wg [0 | e |l el fu] e s m | _.:_ ...Eﬁl...__man?

L2 | HE v : -

= 1 B S L

[ P T B B FiaeelEy {4 y | Ut

Dusothsgy | fouany - vwpena  seipry |y | oue | sow || O] e {ger | o | Ran | SRy | S| SR (S gl 2
3 _ | _I Wil ) e

Aty Apue ey

Stata af Human Rights Raport 2015



A I T )
Lt BEZ | @iz
Bz [

e Lk
i ik
i !

BHUD g 40 ety

13

Stale of Human Rights Repen 2075




TR EaRNE

State of Human Rights Repot 2013






iy | LY

g B

Saghy of Humen Rights Repart 2015

16



IPART 1:
Civil and Political Rights

Chal and political rights {CPR) farm an integral part of the fundamental rights
afforded 1o all perscns. Numerous coal and poliical rights are afforded
protections under the 198 Canstitution, and additionally under international
human rights instruments iowhich Nigenais a party,

Chapter 4 of the 1999 Constitution peatects the fallewing civil and polifical
rights;

Right b life {section 33)

Right te digndy of humar persans [section 34)

Right to personal Sberty (secbon 35)

Fught tofair hearing (section 36)

Rightto private and family life {section 37)

Right to freedom ofthought, conscience and religion (section 38
Right tofreedom of expression andthe press (section 39
Right to peaceful assembly and association (section 40)
Rightto freedom of maverment [section 41)

Right to freedom from discrimination (section 42)

Righ to acquireand own immovable property (section 43)

These rights are generally non-deragable, however in varlance from generally
accepted human nghts norms and standards, Section 45 of the 1999
Constitution provides allowances for derogation of these rights during narrowly
prescribed circumstances, Any individual whose above civil and palitical rights
are victated can apply to the High Court for remedy {see Section 46 of the 1909

State of Humen Bals Repar 2015 17




Canstitution)

At the internationa level, civil and pofitical nghts are protected by numarous
instrumanis, including the UN Declaration of Human Rights and the
intermaticnal Covenant en Civil and Political Rights

The 2015 report does not separately address each of the above-identified civil
and poliical rights. Rather, based on prevalence and severity, this document
inchudes discussion of;

Right to Life {Extra-Judicial Klings and Summary Exocutions)
Reight to Digrity of the Human Person (Freedom from Tomune, Cruel, Inhumsan

and Degrading Treatmentor Punishment)
Right 1o Freedom of Expression and the Press
Freedomof Thought, Consciencs and Religion
Right to Libedy and Freedom of Movamant

Additionally, the chapters on right to life and right to dignity do not address all
aspecis of both nghts, but rather a subset of violations of those rights
particularly prevalent in Nigeria, namely exira-judicial kilings and summary
executions (in the chapter on the right to life} and freedom from toriure and
CIDT {in the chapfer on right o dignity of the human person).

Stats of Human Rights Rapon 3075 18



CHAPTR 1:
Right to Life
(Extra-Judicial Killings and Summary Executions)

Imtroduction

The: right ta He is the most elemental of all human rights. Viokations of the right
te life must, under all circumstances, be thoroughly investgated and
prosecuted, such that there is accountability for the perpetrator and remedy for
the victims and their families. Unfortunately, during the period under review,
countless individuals were subjected to extra-judicial kilings by both State and

non-siale aciors.
The appropriale authorities are yel to open credible investigations into

allegations of extra-judicial kilings and summary executions carried out by
securily forces in response to the insurgency in the northeast, Aithough death
santences continued 1o be imposed by courts, no executions were reported
during the year undar review. In July 2015 the Inspector General of Police
announced that the Nigarian Palice Force would undertake a review of Force
Order 237, which allows palice officers to shoot suspects and detainees who
attempt to avokd arrest or escape, whether or net thay pose a threat to life, By
the end of the year, on 12-14, December 2015, the Nigenian Army had a clash
with the: |slamic Movement in Nigeria resulting in the death of several persons.
Thers are conflicting figures by the IMN leadership, the press and the various
inquisies set up on the matter. Accarding to subsequent evidence available to
the Panel of Inguiry set up by the Kaduna state government on the matter,
about 345 persons were buried in mass graves. Whereas the findings of the
varicus inquiries set up by the authariies were not yel concluded by the end of
2015, It will be curious to know how cases of such gross violation of the right to

Sate of Human Rights Repeed 2015 18




life will be freated in consideration of the provisions of section 33 of tha
Canstitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999, as amended. On the 18
Drec, 2015, ihe National Human Rights Commission setup a panel of Inguiry to
investigate the clash between the Nigerian Army and the lelamic Moverment in
Migenia. Tha Report of the Panel will be captured in the 2018 edifion of this
report afier the Panel kas concluded its work.

Legal framework in Nigeria
The right to life is universal, and has few exceptions. This fundamental right i

protected under Chapter 4 of the 1999 Constituion in Section 32, which states:

{1} Every person has a right to e, &nd no one shall be deprived intertionally of
hig Iife, save in execution of the sentenca o a tourt in respect of & criminal

offence ofwhich he has been found guiity in Nigeda,
However, subsection 2 of Section 33 above provides as follows:
(2) A person shall not be regarded as having been deprived of his life in

centravention of this section, if he dies as a result of the use, to such
extent and in such circumstances as are permitted by faw, of such

forca as is reasonably necessary -

(a) For the defence of any person from unlawful viclence or for the
defence of property:

(b In order to effect a lawful arest or to pravent the escape of a persan

lawfully detalned: or
{e) Faorthe purpose of suppressing 4 riot, insurrection or mutiny,

The right to Ife is protected in numerous Intermational human rights freaties,
several afwhich Migeria is 2 state party. For example, Artlcle 6(1) of the ICCPR
slates that “[avery human baing has the inherent right to life." and furthermare
that “[this right shall be protected by law. No ane shall be arbstrardy deprived of

Stater af Hugn Rigivs Rapar 2015 20




hislife.” The effeci of subsection 2 above can be argued 1o have watared down
the force of subsection 1 above and thereby creating opportunities to shart-
circuit subsection 1 of section 33 above. For example, this has been the
excuse for Police Force Order 237 above. Such defraction from section 33 of
the CFRN portends imminent danger for the promation and protection of the
nghltolife.

An exirajudicial execution is the unlawiul and defiberate killing of an individual
carried Gut by order of the government, with its somplicity or acquiescence.
Extrapudicial xilfings constitute clear violatians of the right 1o life as Quarantesd
by the Constitution, the ICCPR, and the African Charter.

Faderal and state criminal laws permit state sanctionad kiling thraugh the
impaosition of the death penalty. State-level legistation varies, however some
stales have significantly expanded the use of the death penalty by extending
Its applicatior to non-homicide crimes, and by making it a mandatory sentence
in certain crcumstances. For example, in Saeptember 2015, the Governor of
Cress River State signed into law a bill making the death penaity mandatory for
tidnapping. Anambra and Imo states also have similar laws impasing death
panalty on kicnapping. However, even though many PErsons were sentenced
to death during the year under review, there were ne death sentences carried
ot

Complaints received by the Commission

In the period under review (2015), the Commission received several
complaints of viclations of the right to fifain Migeria. These include:

1, fineart complaint number|

State of Hurman SgTis Appar 2015 21




Qn the Commigsion recenad a compas from the Cnss Cont
Foundation allaging that personra of The slate sscunly servces, Akwa b

Comriand were mecived = exdia-udicz kil rg olinnocest sersons,
i o

The Commissiar prompliy wiote the State Dirsctorof D535, and forwarded e casa
the Akwz lbom office for vestigaton, The D55 respcnded that the matter was
subjest af 2 court case befora tha Faderal Hign Court, which had Bean strucs out |
want of evidence,

2 G205 TKD

On 24 Novernber 2015 the Cenbe far Fuscamental Rights Protection Inifiat
submitted a complaint to the Cammissian an behalf of Hajiya Aisha and Alh. saya
from Yadi, Kidandan, Giwa Local Government, Kaduna State alleging that on
November 2015 Nigenan Army Soldiers and vigilante from Damari and Kidand
gtormed the house of Hajiya Aisha alleging that she had arms and ammunition hidd
i their home. The complainant alleged that Ms. Aisha and her hushand and childr
were beaten and tortured by the Nigesian Ammy and the vigilants, and thair hous
grains, nd property, incuding what they were weanng, wene burnt, The comgiadn:
further alleged that from T Movember #0715 to 15 November 2015, Ms. Aisha and |
husband were detamed and tied up, and thaton 15 November 2015 Hajiya Alshaa
her hisband wers taken o 2 bush bowands Seuiawa and herhusband was shol de
by tre Migerian Ay andvigilants.

Other cases reported | documented

In the perod under review (2015), there wera some rapars in the media

incidents of viclations of the right ta life in Nigeria These inciude:
T, On4 January 2015, the Pramium Times nesspaper reported that the UN

Stee of Human Rights Rapar! 2075 22
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Specal Rapporegr on Extrajudicial, Arbirary or Summary Executions,

Christof Heyns. has urged the Nigenan governmert sot fo camy out the death
senterces that were Imposed on 54 Migenan soldlers for what the gowemment
claimed was 'discbeaying & drect order’ from a commarding officer during the couritar

insurgency cperatons.

2

L

mn

On 18 Januzry 2015 the Ogily Chamgion and Daily Trust {p. 3) newspapers tcth
repored that the Masster of Foreign Affairs, Aminu Wah, yesterday in Abuja
summned the Indonesian Ambassscor to register Migeria's profest over the
exgcubon, oy fring souad, of two Nigerians. A staternent issusd by the Ministry's
Director of Public Communicstion, Ogbale Amedu-Ode, identified the executad
Nigenans as Solomon Okafor (alias Namacnadanils} and Daniels Enemuc [alias
Diarrassoube Mamadeu), It said the Migeriang were axecuted for drug related
vfences atthe Island of Nusakambangu in Cilacap, Central Java Province, in spite
of appeals by the Faders Government.

. On 3 Fetruary 2015 the Daily Trust (p. 4) reported that 8 boy was allegedly shot

dead by sacurly farces after the motoreade of Kadung State Governor, Mukhitar
Ramalan Yero. was attacked by hoadlums an 2 Fabruary 2015, The Gavemor was
metuming from Birnin Gwari on aczount of his re-eleclion cameaior when he was
attackes in Bakin Ruwa

. On 9 Fabruary 2015 the Daily Trust (p. 53) reported that the Minister of te NP,

Cr. Azubakar Suleiman called on securily agencies 1o probe the killing of Asfa
aaadudeen a POP supporter in Kwsara State The date of the incidant was not
expressly alated,

Qn 10 Febraary 2015, the Nigerian Tribune {p, 10} reported that a middle-aged

womsan, Mre. Ayes| Balogun, was reportedly raped and killed by Fuani hardsmen
State af Humen Fghts Bapart 2015 73



ot b doem in Asa: Yewa MNorth Local Govermenl Arss of Ogun Siste The
Commisgion upes the case to o refened Lo the Diwesinnal Police Commend of
Asa. Yowa North Locs Government Arca of Oqun stale for mestigation,

6. On1 February 2013, the Nigerzn Tricune dp. 10} reportsd thata Noeniz- Poze
Oficer iname withistd ) wih tre Kane State Police Carmimand allegedly shot dead
a 10 yezr-oki &t Kwsnimani. in Bichi Local Govermment Ares of the State The
officer also allegedly shot awoman an her cheek and another inner stomach The
Commission urges that this case be brought B attention of Commissorer of
Police of Kano State for imwestgation 2nd prosecution

On 11 Fetruary 2015, the Dally Trust (p. 4) reparted that on 10 February 2015
wilagers in five Tiv speaking communities of Logo LGA of Benue State said they
lnet 35 people in an attack against them by herdsmen. Govemeor Gabriel Suswam
wsited the zffected communifies fhat were deserted following the massive
destruction of housas, schools and worship céntres by treinvaders.

On 1% Febroary 2015 tha Cady Trust (p. 4} reported that 3t least three peopis
wera kilad or 10 Fabruary 2075 v an aliack on Atufa Village, indnkea District of
Kechia LGA o Kaduna Stata, by unident ied persans

On 12 February 2005 the Caty Trust (p 2) repoded that-a pattor of e
Azsambess of Gon Shurch m Mkpani area of Yakurr LG4 » Cross River Stals
proviously, declared missing alongside two 2thers. had boen found By e
Nigefiar Polica Force sensaced. The Commission uiges te Nigerian Palice

Farca tocatry out & thorough mvestigation of the incident

0. On 23 February 2015, the Canly Trust {p, 8) reported that the Deputy Paramount

Ruler o Ikeinghenbin law LGA of Bayelsa State, Chief Colling Adikoko was
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12,

1

abducted by guichen krt 23 Fedrary 0% The Commisson directs the

P stoning Deparkmenl o monfor the soice mmstinaton inks the incdert

O 23 Feoruaty 2015, the Daily Trust (p 47) seoorted thalon 19 Eebryany 2015
tragedy struck 21 Yangwangwan area sround [BE Mamsel in See@, Niger State
after 2 rafuse colector 3 agedly stabbed & man o deats rstopping wm fFom
durreeng refuse chde o s workshioe. The Commession urges the Nigerian Police
Force e carry ool a thoraugh investoation of the incidenl and ensura that the
cipetis armesiad ans prosecutad.

On 23 February 3015, the Punch newspaper (p.25) reported 8 woman simgsy
idertfiad as Omanyechi, alegedly pustes her rushand, George, om a storsy
building, leading to his death. The ingidend ocourred on 14 February 2015 at Ade
Fowopa Straet, Eteghin, i Offa Awan Local Councll Devalapment Araa of Lagas
State. The Commission dimects the Monitonng Department to mandor the
outzome of the police investgation

On 23 February 2015, the Punch newspaper (p. 4) reported that 8 ‘perusal
steward’ to Cross-River State Govemos, woentified a5 Fridey Sebastan, was
allegedly killed on 20 Februany 2015, The incident occurred in his residence by vet
tiv b idenbfied persons in Eghil Mies Ares of Calabar The Commission urges
Migenar Folice Forge b cany aut a thorouon nvestigaton of the-incident and

enzere gt the culprit iz arrested srg prosecuiss

(n 23 February 2015, the Funch newspaper reporied that an Indian natanal Mr,
Srivastava Aumar 2eg inanospita. atter hewas ettecked oy suspecied rebbersin

tre Leke Ajsh area of Lagos. Tne Commission urges the Divizional Paolice
Command of Lekki-Ajah aes 1o investigate nd ensure that culprits are amested

and prosecuiad
St o Muman Aiiptts Aopad 2075 ]



13, Dn 24 February 2015, the Dally Trust newspaper (P 8] reported that the ward
hiead of Gimi in Runka, Safana Local Government Areg of Katsing State Hassan
Wurgal, was killed on 22 February 2015 by yet o be identified assailants. The
Commission urges the police b5 ensure that the perpetrators are iderlified,
arrestel, and prosecuted

16. On 24 Fesruary 2015 the Cady Trust newspaper {p. 10) repatiad that a IB-year
oid man, Mr Colnchs thesnachc of Lmueye-lnete sutononious community in
Owerr-West Local Government arsg of Iy State, was found dead on 77
February 2015 in a hote! room. The Commiesion urges the Migerian Police Force
oy Investigate probable cause of death and instructs the Manitonng Department
ke monitor e outcome of the invastigaticn.

17. Ot 25 Fabruary 2015, the Migerian Tribune newspaper (p. 5) reported that an
explosion eccumed at Tashan-Azare along Poliskum-Xano Road, opposite
Alamin Restaurant, kiling 20 peaple. with severa olhers injured

18. On 25 February 2015, the Punch newspaper reported: that the Family of
Emmanuel Ezekial, a 13 year sid whowas allegedly set ablaze by 3 barmanager.
Bicemi Shilty. and died five days after tha mcident. has patitee the Ogun State
Police Commang, The GCemmission Wrges the Nigerlan Police Farce 1o
imvesbigats the matar and encurs thatthe culprkis prosacited.

i,
L]

19, O 26 Fabrusny 2615 the Daily Trust nawspaper ip 4) regorled thet five PErSOn:
wErE ‘pared killed on 25 February 2045 21 Oshod., Lagos, = & clash betwesn
‘utional members of the National Unian of Roag Transpor Workers INLIRTW|
overwno should control a bus park, The Commission instructs the
Monitaring Departmant to monitor fhe outcome of police Investigation info the
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incgeTt

ward
zan 20,0 26 Februang 2013, the Dady Trust newspaper (p.41 réportad that the Natianal
The Uron of Road Transgon Workers [NURTW) 1= Kang said that 37 persons wors
ed, kified in & suicioe explosion atthe Kano motor park on 24Febriary 2015,

21, On 26 Februsary 2015, the Daily Trast newsspaper (p. &) regoried tat on 23
ar February 2015, Boko Hararm Insuroents kidngpoen Bijida Yakutu the Vine-
in Chairman of Hong Local Government Coun: inAdamzwa Stete. it was gathered
22 that tre insargents overoowerad and Killed fhraa vigilznte members

22. On 28 February 2015, the Dally Trust newspaoer (p. 519 reported that on 20
February 2015 & man ramed Garka allegadly statbed s elder brother's wife to
death afer accusing her of witchera®t in \Wuve Village, FCT Abuia. The
Commission urges the Migerian Poice Force o investgate snd ensure that cudorit
i5 prosecutsd.

23, On 26 February 2015, the Punch newspaper {p.4) reported that the Tarmily of 22-
year old Angela Abah. who was allegedly shot desd by Customs Offcers on 23
Feoruary 2015 inthe Sange arga of Ogun State, have asked the Nigesa Customs
Senice o fsh out the kifiers of their daughter and bring them o book. The
Commissicn urges the Nioerlan Polee Foree fo investigate the matter and ensurs
hat culprit s fried and prosecated,

#d, Cn 27 February 2015, the Dady Trust newspager 1o 4) reported thiat 35 peooe
were liled and many others were naned, in bomb blasts in Biu. Barno Stabe and
Jog. Fateau Stete on 26 Februany 2015,

23 On 27 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspags (20 12} reparted that a mecical
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goctor Samuel Oxpara, whiowas kidnaoped in Port Harcourt, Rivers Staie, had
diec, Tho Corimission urges the Nigenan Polica Force b mvestigate and ensure
ihat the kidnappers are arrested and prosecuisd, and Instructs the Monitoring
Departrran o monitar the culoome of the case.

2%, On 28 February 2015, the Punch newspaper ip. 2! reportad that on 28 February

o7

2013, Cheistan Eza, a former security detail to Dedta State Governor, Mr
Emmaruel Uduaghan, was afegedly killed by Pofca Corporal Bala orshim
duringa patrol in Bauchl,

On 13 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p. 4) regorted that 2 man who
was suspected of carmying lmprovised Explosave Davica (IED) was killed and se
akfaze by a mobkin Herwagana Ares of Gombe metropolis on 12 February 2015,

28, On 3 June 2015, the Guardian newspsper reported that Amnesty Intemational

29

issued & 133 page report based on hundreds of mterviaws and leaked documents
accusing the Migenan Army of countiess acts of lerture and over 8,000 deathe in
its carnpaign against Bako Haram in the narhesst. In the worst incident. which
took clace on 14 March 2014, the military kiled more (han G40 defainees who had
fled Giwe barracas after 2 Boko Haram attack. Al caded for top officers of the
Migeran Army to face a war comes inquiry,

On 3 June 2013, 122 Guardian newsoazer regoded that the Migeran Sriey
accused Amacsty Intesational of Raving 2 “hidden agenda” for expesing the
miags human ngits vie'ations and extrajudical kilings perpetrated by the métary

G 1 July 2013, Chasnels Telewsion reported the ext-apccial kiling of Oahara
\igilante Chairman, Mr. Berison Ogedegie, by the 197 Battalion of the Nigesian
Army, in Warr Narth LGA,
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41 0n 13 July 2015, the PM News reperted that the Nigenan Police Force was fined
K400 millian aver e death of Patricia Onyeaba, a detaines hedd in custody of the
poice and denied adequate medical care. This award was izsued by Judge
Mohammed bris of the Federsl High Cour sithng in Lagos, who - in his judgment
_ reaffirmed that the “right to We” must be respacted. especiafy in places. of
detention,

52, On & August 2015, the Premium Times newsoages reported that the Ogun State
Commissioner of Pafice. Abdulmajid Alt, has ordered police officers in e state to
*shoot-ai-sight” suspecied cultiste

The Commizssion is gravaly concemed with the CoP's order and the pofental for
rampant abuses to the fundamantal right 1o life. Shooting suspeciad cultists
without prosecuting them through the nomal criminal justice systermn & the
textook definition of ‘extra-judicial killing.

9% On 3 September 2015, the Human Rights \Writers Association of Nigeria
[HURIWA) condemned the extrajudiczal killing of 3 peaceful pro-Biafra profestars
in Oiriitshia, Anarnbra State, by members of the Nigerian Police Farce

34 0On 18 September 2015, The Nigerian Vivce newspafsf reported on the
extrajudicizl kiling of Benson Obadeh by Nigarizn Police Force corporals
=tiachad 1o SARS i Edo State. The family of the victim accused the Police of
ohstructing the investigation into the kiling.

35 On 20 September 2015, the Vanguard newspaper repored that the Force
Criminal Investigation Division of the NPF arested and datained Assistant
suparirandent of Palice (ASP) Mohammed Yusuf and six other pelice officers
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overextrajudicial kiings thal allegedly oocurrad in separate incicaerts in Abuja ant
Berin.

%6. On 30 September 2015, the Natonal Dally newesaper reported that the Cdu
Ozhele community in Deking LGA of Kogi State pattioned tha inspactor Geners
of Police over the extrajudscial killing of Farouk Isiaka by the police on 2
September 2015

37 O 11 Movember 2015, the Premium Thmes reporied that the FCT High Cour
hearing the “Apa G case,” in which gix lgba traders were exdra-judiciglly killed b
the Myenan Foice Force i Abuia in 2005, wil be adjournad to 1-2 December fo
further presentation of evidance,

28, On 14 Movember 2015, the Dally Post reported that the Ertemational Criminz
Court scoused the Migerian MEtary of committing war crimes in its fight agains
Boko Haram, This change was conlained in a Pretiminary Examenation Rego
{zaued by the ICC's Office ofthe Prosecutor

39. On 2 Decemnber 2015, the ECOWAS Commuray Court of Justice lssued a rulin
in the case of the forcad disappearancs of & persons taken into custody by th
Migeran Police forcs in Benin, Edo State (Case No. ECWICCHAPPATZ
ardering an independent invesbaation inte the purperted exdrajudicial killings b
the Police and & public apalagy o the families of the deceasad.

40, Onf December 2015, the Breaking Times raported thattha Indigenous Peorée
Biafra filed & sui against the Feceral Govarnment in court over the axdrajudicis
killings of 8 pro-Beafra prolestors and infuring to 18 others during protests the
took piace on 20 October 2015 and 2 December 2015 in Anambra, Ime, Ebony
Bayelsa, Rivers, and Delta states
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41 Gn 14 Dacember 2015, the Pramium Times newsgaper reportad that the Nigetian
Army iz alieged to have massacred over 300 civilans who wese members of the
Islarnic Movernert of Nigeria, at their headguarers in Zaria. The kzader of the
group, [Erahim El-Zakzaky was captured auring the coperation.

A2 On 18 December 2015, Al Jazeera reported that the Nigerian Polica force killed at
'&ast 3 Shia Muslim ang wounded 10 others after apening fire on protestars in
Raduna.

43, On 17 Decamber 2015, the Socio-Economic Rights Accountability Project sentan
urgent apoeal to Christof Heyns, UN Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial,
ummary of Ariwtrary Executions, requesting an investgation into the aftack and
resultant extrajicicial kiings committed by the Nigedan Amy agains! the Shia
Muslims in Zana, Kadunz State.

44. On 18 December 2015, the Prarvum Times newsoaper reported that national and
International human rights groups have cafied for a1 Immediste investigation into
the extraudicial Kllings of hunceeds of members of the Islamic Movement of
Migeria n Zaria,

43, On 22 December 2015, Human Rights Watch accused the Migerian Army of
exirajudicial killing of hundreds of $hia Musim members of tha lslamic Movemant
of Migeria from 12 1o 14 Decambser 2015,

Additionally, note that several other human rights organizations have reparted
numercys instances of violations of the right o lifa in Nigena during the period
under review.

Recommendations

Tha Commission is gravely concemed with the frequency of violations of the
might to fife in Nigeria. As a consequence, the Commission makes the fellewing
recommendations o relevant parties:

Ta the President and State Govemnars
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- Declare a moratorium on 2l execulions &5 proviced by tha JN Gigneral Assermbsy
resnlution B2/140 and recommended by the Nabons: Study Group on Death
Penalty and Presidentia: Committes on Ratornm ofthe &driraatration of Justics

+  Commuteal death sertences to terms of life imprsonrent

« Ralify the Second Optional Protocal fo the intermatonat Covenant on L and
Political Rights {ICCPR}

. |mplement the recommendatons of the Natlonal Stxdy Group o Death Penaity
and the findings of the Presidential Commities or Refurm of the Adminisiration of
Justice

Tothe Nafic. ... =sembly and State Houses of Assemoiy.

- imrediately comply with the Commisskin's decision in case COMBLAINT NO.
C/201 X TA0BHC " Ao Kilings case”)

+  Review existing laws to ensurs that no law pernis more grounds for use of lethal
fore than those siowed by intematicnal human rights law and standards,
particularty 1o ensurs that they ars in line with the UM Basic Princigles on te Use
of Foroe and Firsasms by Law Enfarcement Officias, and the UN Principies onthe
Effactive Prevention and Investgation of Extra-legal, Arfiitrzry and Summary
Executions. This includes Section 33(2)(b) of the 1959 Cenatdution, and Police
Force Qrder 237, among others

« Revisa ciminal laws 1o prohibit the uss of the death penalty, or at least limit i3
application o the most Serious crmes

« Remove all provisions In ciminal ‘egislation that provide for mandatory death
santences

+  Remove all provisions within criminal iaws which provide for the death penalty for
peope under theage of 1B atthe time of thelr alleged oirme

To the Nigarian Pofice Force Army, and ather Secunty Forces!
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ity = The pracbce of shooting suspects on sight saould be stopped. Under no
Dl circumstance can sach prackce bajustified under the law

Exsting mechanisms for adcressing the recurning cases of exdra-judicial kilings
and summary executions should re-evaluated, for they nave iargely failed to arest

b tha frequancy of extrajudicial kilings @ Neoers.

« Allofficars found 1o have been invoived in extrajudicial kilings should be prompty

proseculed with te full weight of the kaw. Mere expulsion from the sacurity foroes

aty or professional repdmand i3 whetly inadequate and & does nal, under any

circumstance, consifute compliance of the sovernmant with ite obligations to

respect, prodact, and fulfil the rights of all indlviduals to be free fom violation of
their gt o e,

= Human rights desss kocated &t NPF stations should be fundamentally overhauled
ND, o ansure that NPF officers staffing such desks have demonsirated respect for,
and understanding of, human rights standards, and protection. This includes

evpentize in the basic skills of investigation of extrajudical killings.

Al + The NPF and other security forces should review their rules of engagemant,
ro, paricularly around the use of force in dealing with detainess and peaceful public
Use protasts,
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CHAPIR Z:

Right to Dignity of the Human Person [Freedom from Torture,
Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment)

Irtreduction

The right to dignity of the human persan prohibits torlure, slavery, and forced
labour, This chapter focuses on the freedom from forfure, cruel, inhuman and
dagrading treatment or punishment. The prohébition of torture s absolute.
Although the government has 1akan some steps towards eradicating the use of
lariure, including the establishment of a National Commitiee Against Torture,
cases of torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment
(CIDT) remain pervasive — parficularly as camied out by tha Nigenan Palice
Force and Ammy.

Certain police divisions, such as the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) and
State Criminal Investigation Divisions [State CID), amang others, routinely use
lorture 85 a ool of interrogation. Despite sigrificant pressure by civil society
organizations to pass the Anti-Torture Bill, itis still pending before the National
Assembly, Mareover, the National Commitiee Againsl Torure has not been
provided adequate insfituional support, funding, or legal mandate to serve as
an effeciive complaints mechanism. Meither the National Commitlze Against
Torlwre nor any other independant bedy in Nigera, can freely enter places of
detention to camy out investigabons into alegations of torture.

Legal framework in Nigeria

The right to digrity of the hurnan persan protects all indrviduals against torture,
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment {CIDT). This
fundamental nght is prolected in Nigena under Chaptes 4, Seclion 34 ofthe
1999 Constitution, which states:

(1) Every individual is entitled to respect far the dignity of his person, and
accordingly -
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(@) no person shalt be subject to forture or o inhuman or tdenrading treatment;
(b} noperson shall e held in slavery or senvitude; and
(€] noperson shall be required to perform forced of compulsory labour.

The nght to freedom from torture and CIOT is also prodected by numerous
International human rights instruments, many of which have been ratifiad by
Migena. The prohibition of lorture and CIDT also forms part of customary
internalional law and is therefore binding all States. The probibition of torture is
abzolute, No derogation can be justified. A State is not permitied to tempararily
limit the: prohibition on torture under any circumstance whatsoaver, whether in
3 state of war, internal political instability or any other public emergency.
Furlhermore, the: prohibition of torture is also recognized as an absoluts nom
of intemational iaw, In other words, it overides any inconsistent provision in
any other [aw.

Considering the parficular importance placad on the prohibition of torturae, the
traditional obligations of States to respect, protect, and fulfill human rights is
complemented by a further obligation to prevent torture and ather forms of -
treatment

Torture is defined in Article 1 of the UN Convention Against Torture, Crugl,
inhuman and Degrading Treatmentor Purishmant {LINCAT) as:

“any act by which severe pain aor suffering, whather physical or mental, is
intentionally infiicted on & person for such purposes & abdaiming from him ora
third person information or a confession, punishing i for an sct he or & third
person has committed or is suspected of having committed aF intimidating or
coercing him or & thind parsen, or for any reason based on discrimination of any
kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or &t the instigation of or with the
vansent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official
capacity”

States are required 16 take positive measures fo prevent tarture, such as the
establishment of a National Preventive Mechanism Against Torlure. Pursuant
1o this, the Federal Government of Nigesia estabished the National Commitiee
Agains! Torture, located in the Federal Ministry of Justice, in September 2009,
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The Commitee is mandated to visit places of delention in Nigera and
investigate any complaints of orture therein. In addition, it is a20 mandaied i
carry out educational or enlightanment programs for law enforcement
agencies and the public at large. Unfortunately, to date, the National
Committes Against Torture has largely falled fo effectively carry out any of
these duties and is widely considered a moribund body.

Article 7 of the Intemational Covenant an Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
provides that no person “shall be subjecied to torture or to crual, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment,” Inaddition, article 10 states: Al persons
deprived of their literty shall be treated with humanity and with respect for the
inherent dignity of the human persen.” The Covenan! provides that anyone
claiming that their rights have been violated shall have an effective legal
remedy, Further, no derogafion is allowed regarding the right not 1o be
subjected to oriure and ather forms of il-treatment.

A number of other international human rights treaties conlain similar
prohibitions of torture and other Bl-treatment. The Convention cn the Rights of
the Child (CRC) contains a specific provision In relation to torlure and i
treatment of children {arficle 37). The Conventon on the Protection of the
Righis of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Famgies (article 10} and
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (article 15) contain
simiar provisions against toriura. Although thers is no specific provision on
torfure included in the Convention on the Elimination of Al Forms of
Discrimination against Women, the relevant United Nations trealy body has
adopted a general recommendation on vialence against women that deals with
torture (General Recommendation 18, 1992),

The right to seek asylum in another country is another of the fundamental
protections for ampone who faces the danger of persecution by torture. Thera is
a fotal prohibition on any government relurning a persan to a couniry where
they would be in danger of serious human rights viokations of torfure in
particular. This is the principle of non-refoulement, which is specifically
mentioned inArticla 3 of the UNCAT.,

The Geneva Convanfions, which apply in times of armed conflict, also contain
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a clear and unambiguous prohibition of torture in their Common Article 3. The
Fome Statute of the International Crimina! Courtalso explicitly identifies torurs
85 & tnme against humanity that falls under the jurisdiction of the Court. Article
fi2lie) of the Rome Statute defines forture as “the Intentional infliction of
severe pain or suffenng, whether physical or mental, upon a persan in custody
ar under the control of the accused; except that torlure shail notinclude pain or
suffering ansing only from, inherent in or incidental to, lawful sanctions.” This
dedinition is broader than that in the Canvention Against Torture, as it includes
acts commitied by both State and non-State aclors and does not regquire
“purpose” as an objective of the torture,

Equally, the Afncan Charter, adopted by the Organization of African Unity in
1981, states: “Every individual shall have the right to the respect of the dignity
Inherent in a human being and to the recognition of his legal status. A forms of
exploilation and degradaftion of man, particularly slavery, siave frade, torlure,
cruel, inhurnan or degrading punishment and treatment shall be prohibited.”

The primary responsibility to prevent torture resides with the State, which hasa
clear duty to take all measures to prevent torture and other forms of #@l-
trealment. The Commission, which was established for the promotion and
protection of human nghts in Nigeria, therefore plays a key role on ensuring
that the State uphalds this obligatron.

Based onits ratification of intemational instruments, Nigeria is under abligation

[

= Take effeciive legislative, adminisirative, Judicial or ofher maasures o
prevent acts af forture within ils jurisdiction;

= Ensure that attempts to commit torture. complicity or pariicipation in torture,
and all acts of worture are prohibited under iis laws:

= Ensure that law enforcement officers and any other personnel involved in
keeping custady of persons are enlightened en the dangers or ctherwise of
oebure:

« Ensure thal victims of torture ootain redress and have an enforceatle right
to far and adequate compensation, including the means for as full a
rehabiiitation as possible;

= Inihe eveni of the death of the victim as a result of 2n act of torture, histher
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deperdants shall ba entitfed to comoensation

I berms of legislatve measures, apart fram relevant provisions of the Panal
Cooe and the Criminal Code. Section 34(13(a) of the 1959 Constitution
provides that "levery individual is enttiad 1o respect for the dignity of his parson,
and accordingly ro person shall be subjected to lorlure or 1o inhuman ar
degrading treatmeni °

Triough the Faderal Government of Nigeria has established 3 Mational
Commitiee Against Torture fiollowing the ralification of the Gptional Pretocal to
tha UN Corwvention Against Torture on 27 July 2009, it has nat recogmized the
competerce of the Commitlee Against Torlure fo receive and consider
communications in which a State Party can claim that anather State Party is not
fulfilling s obligations under the Convention. Nigeria has also not recognized
the competence of the Committes to receive and cansider communications
from or on behaif of individuals subject to its jurisdiction who caim Lo be vickms
of violations by a State Party. Thus, inrespect of both inter-State and non-Siate
communications, the Committes has no competence over Nigeria,

Torture and CIDT remains prevalent in Migena, especially in the realm of law
enforcement and in the specific contexts of the freatment of prisoners and cther
persons in detention, and in the context of the insurgency in the northeast, As
earlier stated, Migeria has ratified the UNCAT and its Optional Protocol and
considerabia afforts have been made to criminalize forture, afthough the Ant-
Torture Bii has been stuck in the National Assembly for several years.

Complaints received by the Commission

In the penad under review (20151, the Commission received saveral
compiaints af violations of the right to dsgrity in Migenia. These include

1. CR201520/B
On 3 June 2015, the Commission recaved a complaing from Lucky
Erharuyi alleging that on 31 May 2015 at around 4am four afficers of the
Migerian Folice Force jumped their fance and entered their compound and
starled beating his semior brother, named who was a psychiatric patient,
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and wha just returned from haspital, The NPF officers wounded him, and
then started asking for Julius Efharoyi, the person whom thay were

na! actually seeking to armest. They promplly arrested Julius Erhanuyi and took
bon him ta Palice Station in Eda State. The Commission investigated the above
i, complaint and determined that the allegations were not true, and therefore

piy human rights vicdations ocourned

2. CR2MS01MKD

i Or: 2 February 2015 the Commission receved a complaint alleging that

It ane Ummi Salma Salisu of Fili Waya Rigasa was forced 1o marry ang

the Salisu whom she did not love. The complainant a‘sa alleged that the

BT alleged vicator beats and tortures her. She further alleged that her tather

snol also beats her whenever she retums homa after being beaten by her
husband.

3 Cl2015M65HKD
On 16 November 2015, Blessing Amama stated thal due to a
misunderstanding with her boss, she was amested, detained and forured
at Barnawa Police Station from 2-3 November 2015 According to Ms
Amama, the policeman is a fiend of her boss. The palice have continued 1o
ask Ms Amama to reporl bo the: police station, but have refused fo charge
As the matier 1o court.

4 Cr1591/KD

On 13 August 2015, Musa Tijani Ahmed and Co, filed a complaint with the
Commission against an behalfl of its clien! Alhajlibein Hassan. The
complaint alleged that Mr. Hassan sold a piece of land ta one Colonel
AyubaSalib Abubukar who made a search on the land before purchasing
and developing it. Subsequently, the Kaduna government markaed the
struciure on 1he land for demalition. Col. Abubugar then threatened to kill
Mr. Hassan for selling the pieca of tand ta him.

5 CIR2015/012/KD
On 11 Febsuary 2015, the Commission received 2 comgplaint from
Abduirahman Mustapha alleging thal her husband Abdullakhi Bala
threatened o kili his cousin, Hassana Sale. Mrs. Mustapha alleged thather
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husband baather and inflicted razor cuts o her face and body, causing her
tc be hospitalised
6. CRO1SATUKD

On 24 November 2005 the Centre for Fundamental Rights Protechin
Initiafive flad a complamnt with the Commission on behalf of Satidu tbrakin,
Athap Umany Danbasi and Musa Danbzki of Yady, Birni Gwari Lacal
Government Area of Kaduna Sate. alleging that Muhammadu Dap axa
Daf was abducted near & grinding shop at Birni Gwan Loca: Goverrment
by Lado Danbenga and UmaruKage membess of Sabon Layl and
Anguwan Far Bimin Gwan Vigilante and for over two months held in
detenticn.

7. CL2015M74/KD
On 25 November 2015 the Commission received a complaint from |brahim
Tanko, alieging that he was arested by Police of the State C.1D. Kaduna
and was detained, beaten and tortured causing him to be admitted in the
hospital. He furiher alleged that the Police brought the |.C P.C. Kaduna into
the matter and they collected his vehicle and since then have refused to
release his vehicle.

8. Cr2015/40/KD
Mr, Mogery Jafaru complained lo the Commission that the DPO of
Rigachuku Police Headquarters refused to release the corps of his late
brother Samaifa i order to be buried i azcordanca to Isfamic law. The
complainant zlleged that the deceased was assassinated and his corps
deposited at the Rigachukun Police Station by Abdu! Ha'adu, wha killed
Samaila,

9, Cl2015/59/KD
The Cemmission recetved a complaint from Mr, Ahmed Ahubhakar on 11
Junz 2015 in which he alleged that his business partner Ms. Hajiva M
cedarad Migerian Army Soldiers to beat him on 1 June 2015 at her house,
because ha had defaulted in repaying & loan owed 10 her. Mr. Abubakar
alieged that the Nigenan Army Soldiers fractured his hand as a resull of the
beaating.
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. CRMSM03KD

O 3 Sepiember 20145 the Commigsion received & complaint from Hassan
Umar Sandain in which P alieced that he was amested and beaten
Nigerian Police Oficers aver allegatans that he had breached a contract
an thasa.eof grains.

CI2015M162/1KD

The Commissicn received a complairt from M Abdussalam £ lorahimon
13 Newember 2015, stating that his brother, Mr. Abdiirazag whowarss wilk
Maii Farm, was detained at the Magana Jivisional Police. Headquarters
onraguest by his bosson 10 Kovember 2005, Mr Abdussalam alleged that
the: Palice have detzinad his brother ever since, wihout charging him 1o
cotart anid refusing to refaasa him on bail.

Cl201513/KD

On 15 September 2015, Mr. Silas repored 1o the Commission that his
beather Mike was amested and detained by the Nigerian Army the same
day. Mr. Silas alleged that his brother was amested because he owes 3
miitary officars wife N280,000.

C/2015/007/KD

On22% January 2015, Melruka Omeje petitioned the Cornmissicn stating
thal her sister, Odoh Uzcamaka was arresied in Anambra State by
Nigerian Police Officers from Kaduna State Command and transportad to
Kaduna whera she has been held in detentian by SARS ever since. This
amest was based on allegations by Ms, Uzoamaka's ax-husband thai she
had stolen 62 phanes and N1.E million from him, The comglainant siated
that her sisler had beer i detention for gvee 42 hours with her bwo year old
san. She claimed thal Ms. Wzoamaka hac baen granted b but had no
areiostandasa sLTETY.

Ci201S'66/KD

On 22 January 2015, Teddy Opurum petiioned the Commission stating
that cn 11 May 2014 he received a call that his brother had been amested
by the officers of Nigerian Palice Force. When he arrived al the scene, he
asked why his brather was arresled and one police officer pushed him iro
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the guttar and hit him with the gun

15. C/2015/81/KD

Cn 13 July 2015, ohn Idoko petitioned the Commission stating that on 2 July
2015, his nephaw John Unegwu left home and was detained st a mortuary by
Nigenan Army Calonal Ekpa for three days,

16. C/201597/KD

On 31 August 2015 Mr. Salisu pelitioned the Commission alleging that his
brother [brabim Salisu was arrested and detained with four othears by officers of
hve Nigerian Police Force at Tudun Wada, Kaduna State, and then maoved ba an
uniisclosedfocation,

17, Ci2015124/KD

Un 30 September 2015, Abubakar M. Kabir petitionad the Commission on
stating thatan 5 Septembar 2015, officers of the Nigerian Pofice Force, Agwan
Sanusi Division, arrested Mr. Umar Mohammed Kahir for cutting the hand of
Abba Haruna in seff-defense, when he was attacked. While in detention at the
Agwan Sanusi Division Police Station Mr, Kabir was tortured by the palica to
the extent of fracturing his fegs. As & result, he s presently in the hospilal and
unable to wak

18. Ci2015/151/KD

On 27 November 2015, the Commission recaived a complaint from Haruna
tsmail alleging that due to a misuncersiancing with his brother Sat, Abdullahi,
he was amested by a group of MNigetian Army Soidiers who took him to the
Kaduna NAF bass and torfured him into confessing to be 2 mamber of Boka
Haram,

13, NHRC/NGSO/2015/014

Or 18 May 2015 Mr. Moharmmed 5. Mohammad peliticned the Commission
alieging that Maflam Abubakar Shemu, whe claims io be a “witch doclor,
Mmaintaing a detention facility where “wilches” and “wizards” are datained for
the purposa of casting out devils and othar super natural farces that have
pessessed thair viclims. Mr. Mohammed alleged that Mr. Shemu subjects his
vicdims (o cruel inhuman. and degrading freatmentfar up to S months.
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The Commisssar spoke to Mr Shemu, who deniec the allegations gainst him,
and asked the Nigenar Police Forca o conduct subsegquent follow-up

20. NHRC/NGEO/2015/003

1.

On 19 August 2015, Mrs. Bashiu Abubakar al eged that her husband, Mal
Bashiru was arrested and detaired by Dapartment of Slale Sarvice (DS5)
al State Headguanars In Minna, According fo the complainant, Mal
Bashinu has been hald in detention since 17 auly 2014, and sha has bean
refused access to sae him

NHRCINGS0/2015/021

On 17" July 2015, tne Commnission receivad a complaint allaging arresiin
fiew. Tha complamant, Mallam Canjuma Abdullahi Manga, was arngsted on
14 July 2015 by the Nigena Police Force, Niger State Command, who
claimed {o be investigating an alleged case of conspiracy and murdear, The
Police officers actually wanted 1o amrest Mallam Manga's son, and
therafore affer holding Mallam Manga in detention for 24 hours, released
himr on threat that if ke didn’ bring his son to tha police within fwowaaks, he
wiild be re-detained.

NHRC/NGSO/2015/046

Cn 8 July 2015, the Commission raceived 8 complaint from Mafam
Attahira that four young boys between the ages of 16 and 17 were amested
after a disagreement between them and detained at the Tudun Wada
Paolici Station, Niger State,

After receiving this complaint, the Commissicn wisited the Tudun Wada
Faolice Siation where we informed he pohce officers thal the Niger Slate
Child Rights Law prohibits keepirg of a person urder the 292 of 18 years in
potice custody. Tha children were repnmanced and subsequently
relgasad,

. NHRC/NGS0/2015/019

On Tduly 2015, the Commission recenved a complaint from Mr. Danasabe
Mohammed Paiko who alieged that he was uniawfully. amasted and
tdetained by men attached {c the Nigeria Paolice Force Zone 7
Headquariers nAbuja.
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In 2014 Wr Paika purchased a car from a dealer. Inspestor Inspectar Rahiu
Mohammed from Kaduna State Police arrived and said that e CAT Was
sald fo the complainant in fraudulent circumstances, and consequenily
seizac the car, and didn't pursue the dealer, Dissatisfied with the conductaf
ihe police in handfing the investigation, Mr Paiko lpdoed several
complamts againzt Inspecior Rabiu Mohammed, He was eventually
handeuffed and chained on the ardars of the AIG for ‘chailenging the
poiice,”

24.0n 4 May 2015, the Commission recaived 3 cormplainant from
__ihat Deputy Supenntendent of Police Julian
Igudu (O.C. Anli Robbery), of Nigerian Folice Forca Headquarters, kot
Acpan Abia, Uyo, Akwa [bom Stale, has persistantly harassing him and hig
wife. Alleged incidents include extorting money, unlzwful amests, frivolous
prosecution, and threats agains! their family

Other cases reporfed/ documented

I the: pesind under raview (2015), there were some reportsin the media on
incidents of violations of the rightta digrily ir Nigeria Thase includs:

1. On 12 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.6) raported that the
Clericof the Jamaatu lzalatil Bidg Walgatis Sunna (JIBWIS), Kaduna Stats
Chapter, was abducted by policemen in his home in Saminaka, Lere Local
Govemment Area, Kaduna State, on 11 vanuary 2015 at about 11pm, The
apduciors were allegedly part of Operation Yaki (& Kaduna State combined
poice-military secuzity outfit) The was nio ex plained or justifiable reason
forthe Cienc's abduction, and hiswheraabeuts remain unknew

2. Gn2d January 2015, the Nigerian Trbure neEwspaper (p. 22} rmponed that
Mr. Joshua Dzuda nearly met kis untimely death when a Nigarian Army
soldier attacked him at Maraba, 2 suburb of Abuja, Mr. Jushua Dauda had
Irtervened to iry to sop the scidier from beating cne of his workers. Mr.
Dauda, who hails from Kaduna State, is aworker with a cansiruction firm,
CGE Nigeria Lid. When Abuja Xira visited him 2t the hespital where he was
admitted lollowing the injuries sustained during the brutality, Dauda
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condition was crifical but he was able to speak.

On 20 January 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper {P.52) reported an
unnamed person was beaten to a pulp by two members of the ruling
ooliicai party in Lagos State for defacing the campaign pasters of their
party's governorship candidate. The inGident occured in Agbelakale
community in Aghada-OkeOda Local Counci Development Area of Lagos
State.

On4 Febryary 2015, the Nigerian Tribune NEWEpaper (p. 22} reported that
@ iegal face-off is brewing between men of the bench and operatives of tha
Depariment of State Security Service {D83) pver the alleged inhuman
treatment meted on a lawyer, M. Joseph Ogedenghe, on 29 January
2013, The lawyer was allegedly torlured and chained 1o & burglary proof
railing by operatives of the D83 and some soldiers over an undisclosed
offence,

Cn 5§ February 2015, the Nigerian Tribune(p. 44) reported that gn 4

February 2015, tha Nasarawa Siate conmimand of the Nigeria Security and
Civil Dafence Corps {(NSCDC) amrested and Faraded five suspects for

allegedly raping a 14 yesaroid girl,

- On & February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p. 16} reported that no

fewer than 25 Nigerians were among over 150 people that wers iegally
arrested and detaired by the Malaysian Immigration Departmant in its
renewed efforts o nd the country of llegal immigrants and criminats,

On 11 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper (. 11) reported that
the Lagos State Directarate of Bublic Frosecution would on 16 February
2015, charge 10 SUSpELts In conneclion with the torture of three women at
Oba Morufu intemational Market Eligho, on 11 February 2013, The
victims, Nike Saiami, Juliana and Joke Agomo, were allegedly tortured by
the suspects for stealing pepper in the market They were baaten, striped
and had pepper rubbed on their bodies by the suspects, who are members
of the Odua People's Congress [OPC). The suspects alsa allegedly
inserted sticks and obnoxious substances into the women's vagina while
the incident was recarded with a mobile phone.

On 24 February 2015, the Daily Trust rewspapar (0. 4) reported that two
people that were chained and hidden for over ten years by a sect leader
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16.

namedUsmar for allegedly viniating the sect's doctrine,

On 8 May 2015, the PM News reported ihat the Network on Police Reform
in Nigeria (NOPRIN), 2 coaliion of civil nahis groups in Migeria, has calied
on the Inspectar General of Polica to investigate the whereabouts of Afram
Nriezedi who has been held in custody by the Special Anti-Robbery Squad
in lkeja, Lagos, since 17 January 2015

On 8 May 2015, Amnesty Intemalional reported that torlure survivor
Moses Akatugha has been released afer a year-ong advocacy campaign
ta avertiem his wrongful conviction and subsequent ill-treatmeant

On 3 June 2015 Amnesty Infermational published a report "Stars on Their
Shoulders, Biood on Their Hande* detaifing over 8,000 cases of murdar,
starvation suffocation and torture to death perpairaled by the Nigerian
Military since 2011 The repart calls for an investigation into the individual
and command responsibililies of saldiers, and mid-leyal and senice-leval
milfary commanders in the Nigerian Army.

On 4 June 2015, the Vanguard newspaper reporied that Buhari received
Amnesty International’s repart tetailing cases of torture perpetratad by the
Nigerian Army, entited “Nigeria: Staries of Horror in their Own Words", and
thatall allegations would be duly looked intg,

On 4 Jure 2015, the Guardian newspaper reported the case of a 70 vear-
old man named Gbenga Omolo who was allegedy died afler being
tortured for hours by the Special Anti-Robbery Squad in Onda State,

On 3 July 2015, the Vanguard newspaper reporled that case of Justin
Nwankwe who was fortured by the Niganan Palice Force al the Akwuzy
Special Anti-Robbery Squad. in Onitsha, Anambra State. Mr. Nwankwo
detailed the toriure chambers and techniques used by the Police afficers at
SARS, as they fried o extract false confessions from subjects - mcluding
hanging them upside down, and using other stress positions,

Qn 1 August 2015. the Vanguard newspaper raported that David Oroda
was arrested in May by the Nigerian Police Force and then dumped in the
moegue in July with evidence on his body that ha was killed by tariure.

On 10 August 2015, Channels TV repored that the Commission
summaned the Nigerian Army, Palice, and management of Madanna
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17.

18.

19.

20.

University to appaar within 72 hours and account for the torture camied out
against civilians as depicted in photographs published in the news media.

On 20 Ausgust 2015, the Vanguard newspaper reported that the Negerian
Ay identified the soldiers who toriured a civilian in Mararaba, Nasaraws
State on 8 August 2015,

Tre identification of the Nigerian Amy solfiers responsible for this gross
violation was revealed before the Commission, after the Commission
demanded a promptinvestigation inta the case.

On 11 September 2015, the Vanguard news reported that Pa Ofomo was
allegedly tortured 1o death by officers of the Nigerian Police Force. and
Oluwatobi Badmus was allegedly locked inside of 2 room with lockad
windows and tear gassed by officers of the Migerian Police Force. Both
incidents occumed in Onde Stats.

On 21 Oclober 2015, Sahata Reporters reported that 'Civilkian JTF
members were caught on video torluring two suspecied Boko Haram
miembers in Maiduguri, Borma State,

The Commissicn expresses grave concem over abuses committad by
Civilian JTF especially where the Nigarian Amny either tacely or explicitly
approves of such gross human rights violations.

On 5 November 2015, the News of Migeria newspaper reported that 9
officers were dismissed from the Nigerian Police Foree due to the alleced
asbduction and torture of aboul 30 persons in FESTAC Town. The Police
Officers were attached to the Anti-Robbery Section of the State Crimiral
investigation Division, Yaba,

Additionally, note that several other human rights organizations have
reported numerous instances of violations of the right oy dignity in Nigeria
during the period under review.

Recommendations

The Commission is gravely concerned with violations of the right to dignity in
Nigenia - particularly the use of torture and CIDT
The Commission therefore undertakes to-
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Work closely with the National Committes Against Torture and other
interested parties i bring greater resources and capacity ta the fight to
eliminate all practices of torure and CIDT in Migeria.

Conduct regular, unannaunced visits to places of detenbion, especially the
detention cells of the Nigerian Ammy, and certain Nigerian Police Force
Divisions, such as the Specizl Anfi-Robbery Sguad, and State/Federal
Criminai investigation Divisian.

Create awareness and undersianding al all levels of the relevant
autharities (including the Nigerian Army, and the Nigerian Police Force) of
the Commission's power o conduc! unannounced visits to places of
detentior aimed at encouraging relevant avthorities 1o maintain places
and praclices of detention in fine with intermational human rights standards
atall imes,

The Commission additionally makes the following recommendations:
Tothe Federal Government:

= Criminalize torture within domestic legislation, in line with the definiticn
contained within the UN Convention against Torture and the Intamational
Covenanton Civil and Political Rights.

«  Implement the Cptional Protocal 1o the UN Convention against Torlure, and
establish an independent body to conduct unsestricted visits to all places of
detention tomonitor the conditions of detention and treatment of detainees.

 Immediately deposit & declaration pursuant to Article 21 of the UNCAT
slating that Nigaria recognizes the competence of the Commilles Against
Toriure to receive and consider communications against Nigeria,

= |mmediately deposit a deciaration pursuant fo aricle 22 of the UNCAT
recognizing the competence of the Commities Against Torture to raceive
and consider communications from or on behaf of individuals subject to its
junisdiction who claim to be victims of viclalions by & State Party of the
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provisions of the Convention
= Ensurerehabilitation of all viclms of torure and i-restment

* Investigate conditions in all detention facilities, including the behaviour of
police and prison wardens working in them, to ensure that basic living
conditions are met {incl. food, water, and medical asskstance), and
proactively develop solutions fo tackling overcrowding of prisons

« Conduct @n open review of the wark and operating procedures of the
National Commilles Against Torture fo enable the body to fulil its
obligations fo monitor places of detention and investigate all aliegations of
tortura ard CIOT conducted by State actors and others.

« Consider domiciding the OP-CAT Nationa! Preventive Meckanism in the
Matonal Human Rights Commission by merging the National Commities
Against Torture with the National Human Rights Commizsion in order 1o
reduce dupiication of roles and functions, in particular with regard fo
monitoring places of detenfion and handing cases of tarture and CIDT

+ Make pubfic all annual reparts and outcomes of investigations undertaken
by the National Committee Against Torture o date,

» Invite the UN Special Rapporteur on Terture to conduct an official visit to
Wigeria to investigate Nigena's compliance with the CAT and the OP-CAT

* Ensure independent operation of the National Human Rights Commission
and the Nationa! Commitiee Against Torure by allowing unhindered access
to-al! detention faciities

Tothe Nigerian Ammy. Police Force, and other security services;

= Inciude in 2 training programs a module on the absalute prohibiticn on
lorture and CIDT

« Publicly condemn acts of torture carried out by members of the Nigerian
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Army, Palice Force, and other security services, and promptly release all
officers involved in such acts for investigation and prosecution by
appropriste authorities including the National Human Rights Commission
and/or Mational Committes Against Tariure

* Postclear directives in all places of interrogation that torture is prohibited as
& means 1o elicit information or confessions from detainess, including
specific examples of forms of torture known (o be comman in Nigera so as
toravoid any doubt about what does and does not constitute torure

« Pul measures in place for the realization of the provisions of the

Administration of Criminal Justice Act 2015 with regard to videa recording of
all interrogations of suspects
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(CHAPTRR *:
Right to Freedom of Expression and the Press

Introduction

The igit o freedom af @xpeassion and the press s fundamental 1o an cpen and
demacratic society. Withcut cpen and free expression and freedom of the
press opinians and sdeas can't be freely debated, and the government and
ather-actors can'l be publicly scrutinizec, Given Nigeria's recent histery of
military rwde i which violations of freedom of expression and the press wene
commanplace, the Commission & particutary concermed when instances af
viclation of this right ocour

Thi Cammission beligves it i of crtical importanss to recognize that because
thers is horzontal application of human rights in Nigeria, all viclations of the
rights — whether perpetrated by State aclars or private individuals — can be
attributed to the State. Horizontal application is particularly relevant to the right
ta freedom of expression and the press in so far as the Nigenian security forces
have bioth an abligation not to directly vicdaie the rights of individuals, but alsoa
posdive obligation fo ensure that the mghts of individuals to freedom of
expression and the peess are nel viclated by other private indhiduals.

In 2015, securly forces were the most freguent perpetrators of violations
perpeirated againsi the press. According fo the Commities to Protect
Joumalist's 'Global Impunity Index'. Nigeria ranks as the 13" worst country in
the word Ffor maunity for attacks an joumnalists. With the signing of the
Cybercrime Actinto law in May 201%, we have already seen a further increase
in harassmeni and charges pressed against digital joumalists. Also in 2015, the
Maticnal Assembly corsidered a bill to "Prehibit Frivolous Pefitions and Other
Mattars Connected Therewilh” thal explicitly seeks to limit freedom of speech
thatis critical of the govemment or otherwise deemed io be “abusive.” Passage
of this bill into law would urdeniably constitute 2 messive viclation of the night to
freedom of expression of afl Nigerians

The most prominent individual cases of violations of the right to freedom of
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expression and the press were relatad io reporters crifically examining
milftary's perfarmance in combating Boko Haram, and pofitical scanda
particular corruption), In June several newspapers reporied that sec
farces seized and destroyed print issues ovar objection to the conter
the news arficles contained therain,

Legal framework in Nigeria

The objective of protecting and promoting the right lo freedom of express
and the press is stated within the Directive Principles arfculated in Section
of Chapter 2 of the 1999 Constitution, reading:

<2. The press, radio, television and ather agencies of the mass media shal
all times be free to uphold the fundamental ohjectives contained in t
Chapter and uphold the responsibility and accountability of
Government to the people.

The right to freedom of expression and the press s made justiciable a
theraby binding and enforceable in Nigera by its inclusion Chapter 4, Secti
d&ofthe 1999 Constifution, where itis stated:

39(1) Every person shall be entiied to freedam of expresson, ncludi
freedom o hold opinions and o receive and impart ideas and informatic
withoutinterference.

Nate hawever that in the 17 states in Northern Nigeria where Sharia cour
operate, protections of free exprassion ard speech, particularly of the pres
are curailed. Furthermore, throughout the country cases of crimin;
defamation have bacome more commen against joumnalists,

Additionalty, the right to freadom of expression and the press is pratected b
numeraus Intemational hurman rights instruments signed by Nigeria, includin
Articke 19 of the ICCPR and Article g ofthe African Charter.

Complaints received by the Commission
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conient of

in the pericd under review (2015), the Commissien recefved no complaints of
violations of the right to freedom of exprassion and the press in Nigerla.
Rowever, numerous human rights organizations published reports citing
specific cases and general crackdown on the free press in Migeria, including
Freedom House and the Committee to Protect Joumalists,

Other cases reported / documented

In the: period under review (2015), there were several reports in the media on

da

ingidents of vialations of the nght to freedom of expression and the press in
Migeria. Thess inciude:

On & February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p. 5) reporied that Peter
Mikanga, West Africa Representative of the Committee for the Protection af
Jeumalists, said that it is essential for the Nigeran govemment to allow
foreign journalist access to the couniry fo cover the Fabruary 2015 general
elections. The legitimacy of Nigeria's election depends in no smal part on
whithver the Intemationai press is allowed to coverit,

On 3 February 2015, the Nigerian Trbune newspaper (p. 11) reported that
on 2 Febrieary 2015 four gunmen abducted & major newspapar agent Mrs.
Furmilzyo Ajayi in liebu-Ode, Ogur State and whisked her away to
unknown destination, The police should immediately investigate and
ensure thal the victim is rescued and perpetrators identified and
prosecuted.

On 30 May 2015, Sahara Reporters reported that thugs attacked Hir
Joseph, the Nasarawa Stale comespondent of the Daity Trust, at the
mauguration of Governar Al Makura. Previously Mr. Joseph has written
crlical articles ahout Al Makura, saving that he shouldn't be swom in as
QO ERTIER

Un 1 June 2015, the Committes to Protect Joumalists repored that
officers of the Nigeran Police Force attacked Muhammad Atta-Kafin-
Dangi, lead broadcaster for Radio Nigeria, after he covered a protest by
okada drivers in Gwagwalada, Abuja, The police accuses Mr. Atia-Kafin-
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Dangiof covenng the protestwithoul their panmissicn

2 On 2 Jure 2M5, the Daily Post repared [Hal Viclor Akiskuolie. 3
correspondence for the siate-owned newspaper The Hops, was beatar
untl he was comatose by cfficers of the Nigenan Police Faree Mr
Atiruniie had previcusly writien articles exoosing palice inbmidation,

B. On 3 June 2015, the Punch reported that one of its comespondants
Kamarudesn Ogundele, was beaten by supporiers of Ekit Siale govarnor
Ayodee Fayose. Mr Ogundele was reporting on she attempl of APC
lawmakers to ain enlry to thee House of Assem hly tor attermpt fo mpeach
Fayoss,

7. On 29 June 2015, the Vanguard News reported fhat hacdiums suspected
to be smugglers beat Yomi Clomofe, a journalist and Execulive Director of
Prime Magazine, to a coma over reparsing (helr activities in the Seme-

Badagry area,

8 On15July 2015, the Commitiss to Pratect Journalists reported that Adecla
Akinremi 2 features editor of This Day newspaper had received death
threats from & suspected member of Boko Haram in response o an arlica
thatheauthared which asserted that Boko Haram dide | deserve amnesty

9. On 13 August 2015, The Guardian pewspaper reported that the Nigeran
Police: Force bared joumnalists from entaring the National Assembly
Electon Pefition Tribunal verue at Rosefine Omatosa Court House, Ikeja,
Lagos. The tribunal was sitting 1o deliberate on the election results of the
Majority Leader of the House of Representatives. Fami Ghajabramita, who
was being chalenged by a candidate from the POP

10. On 30 August 2015, the Vanguard News reperled that gurmer kidnagper
Danu Kegbara, one of the Vanguard's joumalists warking in Rivers State
who writes & weakly column on politics

11. On 30 Octobier 2015, the Commitles to Profect Journatists reported that
Masir Salisu Zango, a radio jourralist with Freedom Radio and Deutscha
Welle, was threatened by 3 men afler he reported an the allaged rape of
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students at a boys schoal in Kana. The 3 men who threatenad Mr. Zango
alieged to be officers of the Nigerian Police Force, Mr. Zango had reparted
that school authorities wera trying ta cover up the incident, and preventing
several other boys from seeking medical attention outside the 2chioal

- ©n 12 Nevember 2015, Sahara Reparters reported that Mr. Emmanuel

Efebeke, Vanguard Newspaper reporter, was bnutally beaten by Nigerian
Prisan Service guards from Kuje Prizon. The aftack took place cutside the
premises of the FOT High Caurt in the Maitama District of Abuja, The
incident began when the prisan guards demanded the journaliss camera
and questoned his right o take photographs despite the fact that the
phedos be fook wers laken outside of court, and therefore entirely lzgal.

Recommendations

Given its fundamental importance to democracy, the Commission strongly
condemns all viclalions of the right to freedom of expression and the press

The Commission therefore undertakes io:

Breadly educate and disseminate information about the right to freedom of
expression and the press in effort to build greater awareness and ensure
its protecton and promeotion

Analyse any and al legistation being considered by the National Assembly
or Stale Houses of Assembly that may restrict or otherwise affect the
fundamental right to freedom of expression and the press, and make
recommandations to the relevant legislatures where bills, if passed into
taw, waukd infringe on human righis protections

Assist comolainanis to enforca their ight to access information under the
Fraedom of Information Act 2011 in collaboration with the Office of the
Honcurable Altorney General of the Federation and Minister of Justica

Pramplly investigate all complaints threats or mistreatment of joumnalists
and ather media professionals
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The Cammission makes the fallowing recammendatinns:

Tothe Federsl Govermment 2nd Stase Gaverimants

© Al requests far infarmation arder the Fresdam of Infarmation Acl (RO
shoule! be complied wilh smmediately on recat of such requests, To thi
erd, boih the Federal Govemmenl and State Governmenss shoub
urcertake 1o buiid the awareness and capacity of key persons withi
relevant ministrios, agenties. and inatituticns to ba able io respond 1 FOL
requasts withoul delay

Government bodies should affimmatively make public a4 nan-confidertia
decuments about their work on a platform (hat i acoessitle b all.in orde
o enable public scruting and broade: pubiic participation in public affairs
I this regard, every agency of government should erdeavour 1o publish 2
comprehensive annual repart of its activities containing all such nor:
confidential information,

Ensure the independence of the Nigeran Communications Commission
charged with regulating telecommunications

To the Nigerian Police Force and other Stale security agencies:

Put measures in places to ensure the promp! investigation, withou bias ar
discrimination, of all complaints of threats or mistraatment o jourmalists
and ather media professionals

Publicly state that i line with the right (¢ privacy under the 1959 CERN all
z2arches of madia houses. and the personal effects af jaurnalists, shon'
only be carried cut with explicit orders of 3 courd af competant junsdiction
Any search without such preceding granl of authority is Hecal and
conslitutes 2 violation of the right o freedom of expression and the press
farwhich perpeirators must be heid accountable,
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CHAPIR 4=
Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Religion
Infroduction

The right to freedom of thought, canscience and relgion includes the freedom
mohange ongs religion or baliel, 2nd the froedom, eithar alng o incommunity
wilh others and in puklic or private. 1o manifes! ones religicn or beliaf in
i=aching, pracice, worship and obsarvance. In a Country speil almost avenly
betwean Muslims and Christians, where tha Constitutinn prohibils the either
me Federal or State governments fram estabiizhing an official state religion,
e freedom of raligion is of elevated impodanee.

Junng 20135 there wers numerous cases of vigiation of freedom of thoughd,
conscience, and religion perpetrated against individuals and groups,
Violations were mosl widespraad in (he Northess) whare the mifitary and
securty forces have been largely unable to halt atacks oy Boke Haram on
non-Muslims (a5 weil as oiher Muslims) in the region, Mora broadly, across the
Worthern stales where Sharia law is in force non-Mustm residents reaorted
sioiatans of thear rights, white in the south Muslims reported discrimination and
massamest,

Legal framework in Nigeria

The right i freedom of thought, conscience and rigion is fundamental o an
open &nd democratic soiety. in Nigena this nght is prolected in Chapter 4,
Saction 3801 ofthe 1995 Constitution. sial nig:

38(1) Every parson shall be entitled 10 freedam af [Fought, consciencs and
rligion, including freedom to charge his religion of bediel. and freedom |ithar
Foneorin community with others, 2nd in pubilic or in private; to manifest and
propagale his waligion or beliefin warship, leaching, praction and obsenance.

Acdiionally, the right to freedem of theught, conscience and refigion s
protectad by numerous international human fights instruments that have been
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signed by Nigeria. including Article 18 of the ICCPR and Atticle 8 of the Africar
Charter.

In 12 narthern states Sharia Courts hear ol and criminal cases alongside
Magistrate Courls and State and Federal High Courts, and issue nufings in lins
wilh the religious teachings of the Quran, Ganerally, 1o Fave your case hear
bafore a Shara Court, both parties must agree 1o the venue, hawever certar
stales (e.g. Zamfara State) require thal Shana Courts hear all criminal cases
invalving Muslims.

Comgplaints recelved by the Commission
v the period under review (2015), the Cammission received one complaint o
vialation of the right to freedom of thought. conscience and religion in Nigena.

1, Cra0&i1 37D

On 210ctober 2015 the Commission received a complaint from Mrs, Salamaty
Jibril, who alleged that her hushand's family members have baeen
discriminating against her based on ethnic and religious diffierences. This
discrimination has manifestedin frequent assaults and one instance where her
sister inlaw attacked her son and threatzned hum with 2 knife. and alzo
assaulted her maid,

Other cases reported | documented

in the period under review (2015), the Cammission found only 3 few reports in
the media of incidents of vislalions of tae right lo freedom of though,
conscience and rehigionin Nigana

1. Qn 28 January 2015, the BBC News reparied thal Migera faces a lesl of
resgious tolerance in the upcoming presidential slecton, witk:ihs two main
candidates coming from different relinicus raditions. President Jorathan g
Christian, and farmer General Buban a Muslim, The article poirts out that
polfics and religion are often intenwingiad it Nigeria, howsver bath
candidates have made commitments to upholding secular govamance if
elected,
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On 3 February 2015, tha Migerian Tribune newspapar (p 43) reponed thal
the AL-Mu'minaal (Believing Women) aro concerned aboul the
disenintinaticn. intimidadion, and harsssmer of Muslim women in tha
cauntry lor weanng the hiiab (head coyar|

The Cersmission ures [ Fedaral Mmistry of viamen Afars fo monitor suck

J

CIsEhmenaien clesaly (o pravon any vig'adivns of he right b freedam of
resiging

Bn 13 April 2015, the Telegraph repored that Nigena is one of the mast
rligicus countries in the world as measurad by tha per nent of the
bopulation ihat identifies as Leing refgious — 439,

On 15 April 2015; Fax Nows repored that Boke Haram linked fo 1515 gre
consistent with fhe group increasingly adopling a “redigious cleansing
slrateqy.” s3id religious freedam advocales.

On 6 May 2016, World Redigian Mews repartad that (he United States
Commission on Irlemational Freedom's annual repor cited Migaria as
having one of the largest populations of intarnally displaced PEMSoNS due
toreligicus conflicrs:

Un 25 November 2015, the Premilm Timas regiarted that Muslim Rights
Concern, a human rants group, has rejected the ban of the use of the hijab
i1 the Mational Youtk Service Corps camps. They asserted that |he
direcior gensral of the NYSC. wha drnéunced the ban, has pemetraiad
AdE Spaech aganst Mushirs and s Ancauraging lslamophohia.

dn 6 Decarher 2015 Sahars Reporters reportad that the MNigarian
muitary faces MCregsing contemraion By hurean rights oraniEations
and foreian pountries for Msssacnng Shice Musliing in Zana & wesk
Barier. The Gommission reported that i wouid initiate a pane af iy
infethe massacre.

On 26 Decamber 2015, the Daily Past repcilad a call from some residents
efZaria an the Fadersl Gavernment t officially ban the Shille Muslim sect
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led by El-Zakzaky in Nigeria, Those apitating for the group to be banned
allegedihal the group was running & parallel governmant.

Nota however that several other human rightz organizations have rapanted
insiances of violations of the right i feedam of sehgion in Nigenz during the
penod under review.

Recommendations

Given the fack of reporting of cases of viciation of the right 1o freedom of
thought, conscienie and religion during the periad under review, lhe
Commissicn concludes that there is 2 tack af understanding of this right i
Nigaria.

The Commission therefora undertakes io:

*  Broadly educate and disseminate information about this right in an effort o
build greater awareness and ensure its pratection and promotion, including
by engaging religicus and customary leaders to ensure peacaful
coexistenca between people and redigions

The Commission makas lhe fallowing recommendasions:
Tethe Federal Govemment and State Governments:

*+ Protect and promaote the right of Nigerians o practcs their religious faith or
oeliefs, induding by enhancing the dialogue betwean differant faith
cofmmunities to address interraligious fensions - particularly those in the
riddie-belt states - and to combat ali formes o extramism

Sed en Fuman Fighie Woron 245 Watd Rrsan Moz oty Mygena g US Sais Dépsrmsr'y
“inematon ¥ Reione Fresco m Sescdal Pt SR e ety et TR

saiited frm UN Humar Righ's Cousel ot of the Working (% on 8 Ui vares Fennee Fzinmn Migasn
AHRCIISH Coanlisigne Anl Recommencatioos,  svadable rere: Blpsyidncomenss-dos-
frus u'g.'tl-ﬂall"'-l}l]ll‘-il‘.l."}_’.1ﬂ.'IH-II"U.'F‘DF.G1ZI1'§|]1': el e n it
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« Protect the rights of ethnic and other minorties, including so-called
“selllers’, in particular their rights to gilizenship and mdigenous rights, and
e afisure their equal and non-discriminatory treatment
- Promole tolerance and understanding between religions by publicly
ol condemning any instancs of intolerance and ensuring thal perpstrators of
the hate =peech or viclence 1hal is motivated by religious infolerance are
prosecilad
+  Ensure that all activities of the government promate respect for all religions,
and do notetevate one set of religious befiefs above anatber
of
the
in
I
Iu I
I I
or
Ad fram LM Human RBigiis Seunctl "Repord of tha iy o ine Univarsal Pariddiz
Rﬂﬁ;ﬁ'dﬂigaria'-’-‘?-IHC.'EE'E.%ﬂdum;vﬂcﬁminnenma&:&:?m; ntm.'.'{l-:wrrrem;
dde=y,um. o e UNDIOC GENICT 31 B0 IPOF/G 31301 T peMipenElament
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CHAPTR -
Right to Liberty and Freedom of Movement

The nghts 1o persenal liberty and freedam of movernent protect al persons'
rights 1o move about Nigeria freefy and not be subjected 1o arbitrary amest or
detenticn. Prodorged detention by police or Ay, as well as prolonged pre-trial
oetention — both of which are comman in Meagena - consfitute clear violations of
the fundamental right 1o liberty. Internal “deportations’ of persons from one
state back to their “state of crigin.” mest ofien perpetrated against poor and
homeless individuals, and govermment policies that seek ta favour PEMSONS
identified as “indigenes,” also constitute a clear valalion of the dght o freedom
of movement, Indiscriminate road blogks et up by the Nigerian Police Forne.
Army, Customs and cther security forces are also of significant concesn and in
many cases constute an unlawful restiction on the rght to freedom of
movement. Restrictions cn freedom of movement for any purpose, such as
eiections or environmental sanitation. must ba curtailed as thay conslitule &
drrectiniringement cn this right.

Legal framework in Nigeria

The right ta libarty and freedom of movement are fundamantal rights pratected
uncier Chapier £ of the Constilulon, as well as numeraus infernatianal huan
nghts treaties to which Migeria i a parly. The nght to personal liberty is
pratecled by Chapter4, Section 35 of the 1989 Constitution, stating:

35, {1} Every parsan shall be entifled to his perscnal ibsrty and na
persan shai be deprived of such hberty save in the following cases and
in sccordance with a procedure parmittad by faw

The right ta freedom of movement is protected by Chapter 4, Section 41 of the
1999 Constitution, stating:

#1. (1} Every cihzen of Nigena is eniitled to move freely Hroughout
Nigena and to reside in any part thereof, and no citizan of Nigena shal
be expelediom Nigaria orrefused entry thereby orexit thersfrom.
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Additionally, the rights to personal liberty ard freedom of movement are
protectad by international human rights inefruments that have been signed by
Nigeria, including Articles o apd 12 of the ICCPR and Articles & and 12 of the
African Charler.

Complaints recelved by the Commission

In the pergd under review (2015), the Commission recaivad several
compiaints af walations of the right 1o liberty nd freacom of mavement in
Nigena

1. Ciz015/06/8

Oin 34 March 2015, the Comimission received a complaint fram Enera Philip
who alleged that officars of the Nigenan Palice Force, Area Commard, Benin
City arrested him when he was coming back from church with three others in
public transport. The NFF officers alleged that one of the olfver passengers was
2 cfiminal. The NPF demanded & ceriain amount of money to release Enera
Philip and the three others; however they were unable to pay the requesied
SUm;

Tre Commissicn made inquines ino this matler, and subsequenly the
complainant and the others were granted bail withaut paymant of money 1o the
NPF,

2 Ci2015/044/B

0 24" Octeber 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Aliya |, Yusuf
whio aleged that Mr, Lawai Shaibu wasdetained by the Nigarian Palice Force at
State Criminal Investigation Depariment {State CD) since 18 Seplember 2015
withaut the being charged to court, or infermed of the offense alleged against
him

The Commission made inquiries into this matter and determined thal a case
hased on the violation of Mr. Shaibu's fundamental right io liberty is now
panding in court.
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3 Cl2014/038/B

Cn 2° Octobar 2015, the Commission received 3 complaint fram Mr. Philip
Osarewen alleging that officers of the Migerian Palice Forge threatened
assauiled, and made false allegations agains: hitn. He further expiained that an
2 October 2015, NPFE officers from the Sfate CID, Bemin arrested twn of his
Cousing and detained them urlawiidly without fair hearing.

Upen receiving this womplaint, the Commission intervensd and all three
wrengfully delained individuals were rebaased on bai,

4. Ci2015/49/8
On 237 Movember 2015, the Commission receivad g compiaint on behalf of
Engr. Samuel Fatai Oladels alleging that an 31 October 2015, he was on his

This case remains under investioation by the Commissinn

| - Ci20151141/KD
On 28 October 2015, the Centra for Fundamenzal Rights Protactive Initiative
petitioned the Commissian that twa mes and their 30 cows ware amesled on 18
Oclober 2015 at their tamily house by officers of the MNigeria Poiice and

| detained them at the State 1.0, Kaduna, The zerest was afegadly based ana
false aliegation by Usman Ibrahim Baba (alias B.A | that the cattie were siolen.
The father of the twe men allegedly died of cardiac amast 26 5 resultofthe news |
of the arrest, The two men and their 30 cows remainin detention '

Othercases reported/ decumentad

In the period under review (2075), the Commissian faund only a few reports in
the media of incidents of viotations afthe right liberty and freedom of meverment
in Migeria.

1. Ond February 2015, the Diaily Trust newspaper ip-8lreported that the
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Joinil Military Task Force code named Operations Restore Hope, has
confirmed the abduction of four cil workers by suspectsd plrates in
Ogbinbirir community in Seuthern ljaw Local Government Area of Bayelsa
State.

On 23 February 2015, the Dailly Trust newspaper (p. 48) reparted that
persons dressed in Nigerian Amy Uniform attacked motorists and
dispossassed traders of their money near Kwaku village in Kuje Area
Counedl,

On 18 March 2015, the Premiuim Timas reported that a Federal High Court
in Lagos ruled that the restriction of movement during the monthly
enwvironmental sanitation exercise in Lagos State is unlawful and a vialatian
af the night to liberty and freadom of movemeant, The court citad Section 35
and 41 of fhe Constitution and Article XII of the African Chartar on Human
and Peoples' Righis (Ratification and Enforcement] Act, Laws of the
Federation of Nigeria, 2004 as a basis for its nuling,

Or 12 May 2015, the Premium Times reported that the Socio-Economic
Rights Accountability Project has filed suit against the Nigerian
governmant on behaif of the suffering of perscns living in intemally
displaced parsons (I0P) camps across the couniry, The case was filed
before the ECOWAS Community Court of Justics, and argues, among
other nghts viclations, that the management of IDP camps constitutes a
violation of the IDP's freedom of moverment as guaranteed by the
Constitution,

On 14 Augus! 2015, the UNHCR reported that attacks on refugee camps in
neighbouring countries by Beko Haram have led o govemments
Increasing security patrols and ather measures, which consaguently limit
the freedom of movement of Nigerian asylum-seakers and others resident
inthe camps.

On 21 October 2015, This Day newspaper reported that Pro-Bigfra
pratests commenced in Port Harcourt and Awka clting the uriawful amest of
Nnamdi Kznu, the director of Radia Biafra as ane of their chief complaints,
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The pratestors cited their rights to freedams of speech and fraedom of
movement to argue that the protast action was protecled by (he
Caonstitution

. On 17 Decamber 2015, Channals TV reperted that the Kaduna State
government banned afl forms of procession and rallies on roads and pubiic
facilifies by individuals or organizations. This announcement comes sftar
the massiva confrontation between the Nigerian Army and the Shiita
Mushims in the state, during which it &s believed fhe Nigerian Army
massacred countiess innocent civilians. Govemar El-Rufai said that public
processians will only be allowed with prior permission from the Nigerian
Police Force, Imposing a clear restriction on the censtitulionally
guarant&edﬁght!nfr&adnmufmt:'nremmtnialmigaians_

Note however that several other human rights organizations have reporied
mstances of vielations of the rightto liberty and freedem of mavemant in Nigeria
dunng the period under review,

Recommendations

Given the lack of reporting of cases of viclation: of the right to fiberty and
freedom of movement auring the period under review, the Cemmission
concludes thatthere isalack of understanding of this rightin Nigenia.

The Commission themfore underiakes ko

Broadly educate and disseminate information about these nights in an
effort to bulld greater awareness and ensure lheir protection and

promotion

Regularty publish reperts on the population of parsans held in pre-iral
detention in Nigeria, particularly nating the overall number of
celainees, their locations (i highlight states this problem is most
severe), and their background (fa nighlight the dispropariionate
prevalence of the poor held in pre-tnal detention)
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The Commission also makes the following recommendations:

o
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the Federal and State governments;

Ensure thatall detainess wha are keptin pre-frial detention are brg ught
before a judge within the time frame pravided by the Constitution

Immediately end practice of forced expulsion or relocation of persons
deemed fo be ‘non-indigens” and adequately compansate g DEFS0NS

subjected to prior forced expulsions and relocations, particularly disabied
perstnsand ethnic of religious minaritias

Urge the Federal and State Ministries of Justice to prioritize

developing strategies to reduce the massive papulation of persons hald in
pre-tnal detention
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I°ART 2:
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights

While observing that up fo date economic, social and eulturs! |ESC) rights are
generally given less prominencs in Nigera than civil and paliical rights. the
Commission urges 3 shift towands greater recognition of ESC rights and
attention to holding Migeria accountabée to respect, protect, promate and fuifil
thesa rights.

Indeed, the Commission notes that many areas of very serlous concem fo
Nigerians — inter-communal violence, othar viclent conflicts, even temonism —
have their roots in social and economic gievances relaling to poverty,
resource scarcity, resource control and ma nagement, corruplion,
environmental degradation, etc. For this razsan, the Commission recagnizes
that advancement of social and economic rights will in tum lead to greater
respect farand protection of civil and political richis.

Moreover, the Commission recognizes that viclafions of civil and peditica
nghts all tag often have long-term implications for social and economic rights,
For instants, inter-communal violence and confiied can push wctims further
into poverly by desiroying livelihoods and basic necessitias of iife Acts of
terroism can cause not only loss of ife but have lesig-tanm implications for the
rights to education. heaith, and food, among others. Arbilrary armests
proionged pretrial detention, and Bveryday corruption disprapariionately
aﬁectmepﬁnrmdlnmedapmgmwtnrpmaﬂy.

Ta reorient human rghts palicies and practices in Nigeria with & view to ending
this vicious cydle, this section gives detailed attentian o specific ESC nghts -
right to health, right to education, right to adequate shellerhousing, right fo
foed, right to environment, and labour rights, This is despite the fact that the
Commission does not receive numercus complaints relating o ESC rights
due, in part, to a low level of cilizen awareness, The Commission aiso noles
that certain thematic chapters are lundamentally inter-related with ESC rights
= carruplion, infer-communal conflict, elc.
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Legal framewark for ESC rights

Most ESC rghts wers first recognized iniermafionally in the Universal
Dediaration of Humman Rights, Subsequantly, the Intemations! Cevanant on
Economic, Social and Cuitural Rights (ICESCR) became the first legatty
binding in‘emational freaty losystematically recognize this class af rights and,
specifically, e fallowing

* The nghllowork, |2 iogaina fiving by work reely chosen and accepted:

= The tight to just and favnurable conditions of wark, |e. with regards 1o
remuraration, safe and heailry working canditions, egual opportunity for
advancement and rest, leisure and reasonable limitation of working
howrs;

* Thenahtlo form and join labour ynicns:

» Therighttosocial security and sociatinsurapce:

* The state's obligation to provide proiechon and assistance o the family
and to recognize only mamages entered into with consent of ihe intending
Bpouses:

= The rght lo an adequate standard of iiving, e.0. adequate food, clothing
and housing, and the stata's obligation to ensure the right o ba free from
hunger:

= Thenghity the hmhealaﬂama_tﬂaﬁ_!@ﬁ;ﬂﬂfyﬂﬂnd d mental heailh;

* Theright i educabon;

= The slate's obligation to ensure ompulsory free pnmary education for alf:
and

- Lertain gullural rights

In addiion o the above indvidual rights, the ICESCR alsg recognizes two
essentially infer-related peoples'rights: a people’s right to sell-determination;
anda peaple's right to freely dispose af their natural wealth and resourres,

The African Charler on Human and Peoples’ Rights recognizes mary of fhe
same ESC rights and peaples'rights, as well as Expanding recognition to new
rights, i.&. rights ta development and enviranment. The rights worth noting in
parkcularare:
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The right o wrk under equilstle-and sabsfactary cordinons:

Thenght to enjoy the hesy attainzble skate ofphysioeland mantal heaith;

Tha right o eduration;

The-right to take part in the cattural life of one's cormmumity and the stale's

ubligahon b promote and prafect summunity's fraditiona vaiuos,

= Thestate's obligstions protect he family and the righls cfwomen, e Ciuid . the
aged, &nd parsans with diszbillties:

*  Thepeoples'rightts freely dispoze of their weath and nakiral resources:

*  The peoples' rignten SCONOMC, social and cutura! development: and

= Thepeoples rightts 2 generally satisfactory enrvironment.

in additior: ta the above, decisions of the African Commissicn on Human and
Peapies' Rights {African Ccrnmi_ssiun] have recognized other E5C rights —

African Charter. Similary, the UN Committes on Economic, Sacial and
Cuftural Rights {CESCR) has further developed the contents of many ESC
rights throughits geners comments,

Nigeria has signed and ratified baik the ICESCR and the African Charler,
making these Instrumants internationally binding. Migeria has also
domesticated the African Charter, making many ESC rights grovisions
domestically binding, even thaugh ithas yet to fully domesticate the ICESCR.
To demonsirate ful participation in the UM human mghis system, the
Commission urges Nigeria to fully domesticata the ICESCR ~for example by
amending the 1999 Constitution to include all ESC rights in Chapter V. The
Commission additianally urges Nigeria ta sign and ratify the Option Protocal
o the ICESCR. aiving Nigerian citizans the OpRGrtunity to lodge complaints
redarding the viclation of ESC righ!s before the UN Committes ~ and thareby
BNSUNNg access o justice through altemative mesns

Further, the Commission notes with concern the fracuent miscorceptian
among Nigenan cifizens, courts. andg government aciors that ESC nghts are
non-justiciable. It is frue that the 19399 Canstitution of the Federg) Repubiic of
Nigeria only mentions economic and social concems in Chapter || idlirective
principles) rather than in Chapter IV (fundamental nghis]. meaning that the
Principles articulatad in Chapter Il are not themsalves justiciable. However,
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thase principles — alang with Nigena's valuntary ratification of instruments
such as the ICESCR - lend support for the ESC nghts that are separately
quaranteed urder Nigarian law, e.g. inthe African Charter (as domesticated).
indeed, Migarian courts have recognized and granted refief for violations of
ESC rights fourd in the African Charter and the ICESCR

As a state party to the ICESCR and the African Charter, Nigeria has the duty to
respect protect, promate, and fulfill ESC rights, The ICESCR focusas on the
duty of state parties fo use maximum available resources fo progressively
achieve full res'ization of ESC rights. Under the African Charler, hawever, the
futfiliment of fights is absolute and immediate, 1.e not dependent an “available
resoarces’ nor subject 1o “prograssive realizabion ' According to the African
Commission:

Al righis, both civil and political rights and social and economic, generate at
izast four lavels of duties for a State thal undertakes to adhere 1o a nghts
regime, namely the duty to respect, protect, promote, and fuifill these rights.
These shiigations universally apply to ail nights and entail & combinaticn of
negative and positive duties. (emphasis added)

In any event, T should also be noted that notions of “availabie resources” do
nol enabla state parties to endlasshy delay fulfilment ox hide behind corruption
ar mismanagement o justify failure to make sufficent resources availabls to
fulfill ESC rights. Indeed, as elaborated in the Limburg Principles, states
partigs have “minimum core obligations™ for each ESC right that attach
mmediately imespective of the level of economic development.

Another duly on siates parties to these instruments is the obligation 1o
guarantes ESC nghts without discrimination, particularly across genders, and
0 put in place particular measures to ensure equal enjoyment of ESC nghts
by traditionally marginalized or vulnerable groups. Beyond the ICESCR and
the African Charter, olher instruments to which Nigenia is parly underscore the
importance of ESC rights profection to such groups. Far instance, the
Protocod to the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Righis on the
Rights of Wemen in Africa (Maputo Profocal} enshrines women's night 1o
adequate housing, right to focd security, right to education, labour ights, and

Sink 0f Human Fights Repo 2075 &




ecenamicand social welfare rights, amang olbers,

General recommendations on ESC rights
The Commission therefore underiakes 1o

* Launch various public education activities aimed a1 raAISiNg Awarenss
across Nigeria aboul ESC rights and the types of ESC rights-reiate
compiaints that can come before the Commission

» Hold thematic publicinguiries on issues relaling io ESC nghls

* Develop materials to train and assist Rigerian civil sociely arganization
specialized fechnigues for monitoring and documenting ESC right
viclations.

The Commission further makes the fallawing recommendations:

« Tothe Presidency and the National Assembly:

* Amend the 1999 Constitution of the Faderal Repubiic of Nigena 1
incorporate all ESC rights into Chapter IV or otherwise domesticate th
ICESCR

* Signand ratify the Optional Protocol fothe ICESCR

* Adoptand implement federal policies aimed at fulfiling ESCrights

* Provide additional safeguards against the viclations of ESC rights o
marginalized and vulnerable groups through appropriate jegislation
policy, and programs 1o ensure that these groups have equal and fai
access to the enjoyment of those rights

To State Govemment and Houses of Assembly;
Eract siale legisiation recognizing and protecting ESC rights
« Adoptand implement state policies aimad at fulfiling ESC rights
*  Review and revize policies thatviolals the ESC rights of marginalize and
= viinerabe groups i ensure government compliance with international hurar
» rightslaw
SOE 240, Afreas b impeial Macica! Ceatdr 4 Anoe_ S e 082 TSnGn (2T St MM
i Woon, Inkeuabonnl Human Riobts L in divca o 277 Ihe Sl ane' EOonom Rghiz Aohon Cond
i Cavior far Eennoms and Social Rights v Wpana, ACHET Comm sk, 15505 07 f0OTL parm 44 So
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CHAPTRR =
Right to Health

ntrodiction

The righl to health cuntaing fraedoms i.a fraedam
invalimtar vireatments) ang entillements {i.e gccess 1
afordable care of appropriale guslity), Itis an INGigiva
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The right ta health is protected in numercys intemational human rights fre
and agreements, including tha Universa! Declaration of Hurman Rights, am
International Covenant on Econemic, Social and Cuitural Rights. Article 2
the Liniversal Declaration of Human Rights | LDHR) provides that “avern,
has the nght 1o a standard af ving adequate for the health and welbein
himse!f and his family...” Articte 12 of the Intermational Covenant an Econa
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) further elabaratas that (ha right to heal
tha "right of everyana to the enjoyment of the highest atainable standse
health” (see also Preamble o the Constitution of the Warld Ha,
Organization). However, there dre nonetheless core minimum standards,
certain entitlements that ars 5o basic anc fundamenta! that thay ars require
all circmstances {see LN CE SCR General Commen: No, 14). Article 12 of
ICESCR specifically calls for-

wovision for the reductions of _infant maoriality and for the hegt

ocaupafional, and ofher iseases and the creation of conditions yho col
d38LE medical service and medical attarifion in the gvanlof sickness.

Other human fights instruments that provide far the right to health inciude
ACHPR, CEDAW. CERD, CRE, ICCPR, andihe ILO,

The right to health is also Frofected under the Constitutian of the Feder
Republic of Nigeria 1990, Section (3)id) of the diractive principles of Chapter
assens that the Stale shall direes s palicy towards ENsuring that thare &
adequate medical and health lacilifies for an persons.” Directive principles ar
SXpressions of intent, and da nat creaig fights that are enforceable before
court of faw, This is one of the primary legal chstacles io the redlization of th
nghtta health in Nigeria

Progress toward realization of the right to health in Nigeria

In 2015 the gevermment continged i make significamt efforts g imprave the
health of all Nigerians, in ling with the il Millenmium Development Goals
Below are indicatars from vanous health sectors:

Maternal and child mortality: In 2015 fha maiemal mortality ratio i
Nigeria was 814 deaths per 100,000 e births (according to WHO
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5 trealies UNICEF, Worid Bark, and UN Population Division). This ratio is lower than

B and the 5 years eatlier. in 2010, whan the rafio was BS7 deaths per 100,000 live
pie 25 of births. However, according 1o UNICEF curmenty less than 20% of health
Brvone fasilities In Nigeria pravide obefelric care and only 35% of deliveres are
being of atiended to by skillzd bitth atiendants - twa factors that undoubledly
mnormic, contnbute to the rontinued high incidence of maternal manality in the
Bathls oountry
dard af Pollg: In Saptamber 2015 the Wardd Health Urganization removed Nigena
- Hﬂa.“h from the Palio Endemic List, marking the first tima that Migeria halied the
Fos e, ransmission cf wild paliovirus. The fast reported case of wild poliovirus
% ired in was recirded on 24 July 2014, meaning lhal over 12 consecutive months
of the there were n reported cases. This marks a dramatic improvement, sinca

as recently as 2012, Nigeria accounted for more than half of al polio cases
healthy worldwide.

e it © HIVIAIDS: As of 2015, Nigeria stil has the second Righest HIVIAIDS
5 burdan ir the wartd, with an estimated 3,500,000 paople living with HIV and
¥ coutd AIDS (accordingto United Nations AIDS esimates). However, overthe Jast
decade there has been significant pragress in halting the spread of the
e the epidemic and ensunng widespread availability of ARV Moreover recently
segned inte law HIVIAIDS {Anti-Discrimination) Act (2014), is expected o
adaral bolster efforis to eliminate all forms of discrimination agamnst persons living
ailer 7 with HIVIAIDS, and create 2 supportive envircomeant for managing HIV in
et are the workplace and at home
85 &g Health insurance: The Mational Health Insurance Scheme bacame
ginre 5 operational in 2005 with the aim of providing easy acoess to healtheare for
of he all Nigerians at an affordable cost through various prepayment systems. As
of 2093, hawaver, coverage remains imited. In 2014 an estimated Smilfan
persons were anrolied in fhe NHIS. amounting to about 3% of the tokal
Populztion. The MHIS mainly covers persans employed by the federal
e the qouvamment. In 2014 the National Assembiy passed the National Heaith
Gogls. & Actwhich guaraniess 2/l Nigerians access to a minimum package of basic
heaitficars senvices, including the provision of free medical cara for
=t in children under five vaars of 202, pregnant women, tha eiderly and people
WHO, with disabiities.
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Complzints received by the Commission

Inthe period under review [2015). the Comimission recaived one new complaint
efvinlation of the right 1o health in Nigerda. The case s described heiaw

1. On 18 May 2015, the Commission feceived 3 complaint from Mr,
Asamewatan Josaph and his wife Ms. Eza Asemewstan regarding alleged
mecical malpractice in matemal healthcare, Ms. Asamewsian WAS
registerad with Nareow Way Hospdal for her ante natal care, and atiended
all of her appoiniments with her doctor 1ok all her madications as
prescribed and did all the scan as recommended, Hawever, on 14 July, she
was rushad Lo the hospital wilh serious iahour pains, On thal cdy, tha nirse
in charge of her checked her cervix, ruptured her water and indurec hizr
manually, and then abruptly the nurse caimed i was passed her closing
time and she left, The nurse that ook aver from the first nurse. negiectad
Ms. Asemewatan. At about 1pm, after she had lost a lat of blood fram
labour, the baby came out but was stuck in the birth canal The
complainants were then referred to the University of Benin Teaching
Hospital after the doctor on duly informed them that the Narow Way
Hospital could not handie their case. At UBTH, Ms. Asemewatan was
operated upon, and was delivered of a baby gir!,

Months later. they noticed that the child had a dedormity which affectad tha
birair, which they refered fo as cerebral palsy. The complainants allsged thal
inis deformity has affected them financially and emationally. and that it 1s dug oo
‘e negligerce axhibited by the Narrow Way Hospial,

The Commission has referred this case to 3 pro-bong lawyer to assisl the
complainants. in oblaining remedy throuah a civil action against tha arring
hospita’ incourt

Othercases reparted / documanted

In tha pedod under review (2015), here were some raporls m the media ar
incidents of violations of the right to health in Migana, These include:

1. On 14 Janueary 2015, Daily Champion newspaper (p. 28] reported that the
State of Human Ripss Regad 2075 s
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Joirt Health Sector Union (JOHESL) has vowed to sustain its sthike in
Katsing State despita threat by the State Govemment to withhold salary of
members, The wnion comprises nurses and midwives, health technicians
and ather retated health refated warkers,

2. On 20 Janvary 2015, the Daily Trust newspapar (p. 32) reported that the
rwara health systam continues 1o suffer reduction in capacity 1o provide
senices a8 workers continug strike. The health workers had previcasly
declared an indefinie sinke; demanding increase of Consolidated Health
Institutions Saiary Schemea (CONHESS) from 50% to 100% and provision
ofirfrastraciure in the state-owned health facilities.

3, On 28 January 2015, Channels TV reported thal Nigerans with disabilifies
have requested that INEC ersure that adequale provision is made 1o
ensure thal disabled perscns are able to effectively paricipats in the
Upcoming presidential election

4. On 2 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribure newspaper {p, 2) reported that
the: Minister of Health, Dr. Khaliru Alhassan and the Labaur Minister, Kabiru
Turaki, have appealed lo sirlking health workers, under the asgis of the
Joint Health Sector Unici (JOHESU) 1o immediatety call off the current
slrike action in the interast of the pubfic, assuring them that the Federal
Government will expediently look info $hair damands

5. On3February 2015, the Dafly Champon newspaper (p. 2) raported thaton
2 Fabruary 2015 the Supervising Minister of Health, Dr. Khaliru Athassan,
advizad Nigenans nal 16 panic over the outbreak of avian influenza, saving
e situation was under contral,

6. On 3 Fabruary 2015, e Daily Champion newspapes {p. 21) reported that
on 30 January 2015 the Chief Medical Director, University of Uy Teaching
Huaspalal, Prof. Etete Peters appealad 1o striking health worker under the
Joint Health Sector Unions (JOHESU) and Assembly of Health
Professionals Association (AHPA! to heed the Feders! Govermmient call
and redurn to work for the sake of the patients. The appesal came even as
Ihe three months oid industrial action by the workers across the country
Fras hampered hospital's effortto run full-scale healih services

The Commission urges the Ministry of Health to take promipt action in cases
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of strikes of health warkers due ta the impact that understafied and closed
health facilities can have on the right to health of all Nigerians

7. On 2 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper (p. 11) reported that
on 2 February 2015 four gunmen abducted a maior newspaper agent Mrs
Funmilayo Ajayi in ljebu-Cde, Ogun State and whisked her away to
unknown destination.

8. On 3 February 2015, the Daily Trust nawspaper \p. 11) reported that on 2
February 2015 the Joint Heallh Sector Unions callad off their atrike fhat
was started in November to push for implemeniation of prior agreemants
reached with govermment. The suspension came afier JORESU met with
President Goodluck Jonathan who assured that their demands would b
addressad.

9. On4 Feoruaiy 2015, the Migarian Tribune newspaper (p. &) reported that
on 3 February 2015 the Chairman of the Nigerian Medica! Association
(NMA) in Oyo State, Dr, Muideen Olatuni, said that the outbreak of avian
fiuin the state was contained.

10. On 11 February 2015,the  Nigenian Tribune newspaper [p.32) reported
that Kafin-Hausa, and Malammadori Local Gavernment Area of Jigawa
State, said that they immunized 130,356 children agamst polio in their
January 'roads campaign.’

11, On 23 February 2015, the Nigaran Tribune(p. 32) reported that on the 25th
of February, 2015 the Plateau State Govenment announced it would
recrust 20,000 personned for the distribution of 2.2 million reated mosguita
netsin the 17 local government areas of the state.

12, On 7 March 2015, Leadership newspaper reparted an alarming trend of
matemal mortality in Nigeria, where incidence is nearly the highast in the
world,

13. On 14 May 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper reported that af least 28
children ail aged less than five, have died in an cuthreak of lead poisaning
in Rafi Local Government Area of Niger State. | statad that all the dead and
thase affected had lead concentrations neary 22 fimes higher than
accapled safely limits established by the World Heaith Organisation
(WHO;),

State of Muman Rights Regar 2015 T




The Commissicn referred this case Lo the Faderal Ministry of Health, only to
leam thal they had already sent a team to the location of the outbreak Lo
commence remediation efforts.

14, On 1 October 2015, the Guardian newspaper reparted that a recent study
found disabled women and giris at a higher risk of sexual and gender-
based vicence. The study also found that many families don't send their
disabled children fo schoo!,

15. On 25 Seplember 2015, the World Health Organization announced that
polio is no longer endemic in Nigeria — the first time that Nigeria has
intemupted the ransmissicn of wild poliovirus. As recenty as 2012, Migeria
acoounted for more than half of all polio cases waridwide.

18. On 30 Nevember 2015, the Vanguard reported that stigmatization and
discrimination against persons living with HIVIAIDS s killing Migerians
faster than HIV infection is. A spokesperson for the Network of People
Living with HIVIAIDS in Nigeria (NEPHWAN) further asseried that only
000,000 Migenians are recaiving antiretroviral treatmert in Nigeria, out of
ther milfions of people living with HIVIAIDS,

17. On 2 Dacember 2015, the Daily Post raported that the Fadaral Minister for
Healih said 3.4 million Nigerians are fiving with HIV or AIDS out of a global
population of 36.9 milion persons iving with HIV or AIDS, At presant, only
about 800,000 persons living with HIV or AIDS in Nigeria have access to
anfiretroviral drugs, according tothe Minister,

Recommendations
The Comvmission therefore underiakes o

= Lommence a campaign to publicise and raise awareness of the
fundamental right to health and its companenis

»  Monitor mental health faciities and “rehabilitation” centres to evaluate
+  whether paiients’ rights to healih are being respacted

The Commission further makes the following recommendations:
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1o the Federal Govemmant snd State Governments:

Provide adequate funding for primary and secondary heafthcare
facilities and provision of minimum care package including
immunizations, and maternal and new-bom cara

Ensure immunizations are provided free ofcharge

Ensure access to healthcara sanvices for poor and marginalized
pepuiations by remaving cost, language, and distance barriers

identify and remove administrative, physical, and any other barrers
tal impede access 1o birth registration

Establish a Commission of Inguiry to investigate all state
rehabilitation” facilities and mental health facilities 1o determine
whether patients are recaiving adequatz care

1o the Migerian Prison Senvice:

Recognizing the wvulnerability of persons in detention and the
government's responsibility for persons in their custody, the
Commission urges all prisan officials 1o be vigilant in ensuring that all
inmates receive necessary vaccinations consistent with their obligation
o protect and fulfilinmates’ ight to health

Anncted from LN Hanan Fgels Cownct, “Reper: ofthe Working Grep on the Ui verl Periidis Rewew, Npgera®
AHRGEES!E, Conclesicns and Recommendations, svailabie harn- htlas:Naccuments-ody-
fptin o oG UMD OO G EMIG M0 OPDE 3200t pi CpenElemen|
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Right to Adequate Housing or Shelter
Introduction

The right lo adequate housing or shelter is the right to obtain and sustain acafe
and secure hame and community in which 1o five i peace and cignity. For
nousing lo be adequate. it must, at a minimum, meet the following criteria;
security of tenure, avadabllity of services, aftordability, habitabillty, and
accessibility (see balow legal framewoark for further elaboration),

In Nigeria's urban centres milions of paor live in informal setlamants and
slums. These selllements are typically characterized by msecurity of tenurs
and poor of non-existent governmient services, such as drainage, wasie
disposal, mads, electricity, and water. In the name of ‘beautification,”
modemization,” or otherwise, State governments often demalish these
communities without previding any natice or complying with any basic due
Process as required by faw, constituting a forced eviclion, in gross violation of
the right to adequate housing. Unfortunately during the reporting periad, the
Commission abserved no decrease in the number of forced avictions carred
mtbyg::vanmen!antursamssﬂmcmnim

The legal and regulatory framework for Acquiring and registering an interast in
and, and obtaining a buiiding permit and approval, remain entirely inaccassibig
o the majority of Nigarians. As a direct resylt Nigeria confinues to sufferfrom a
massive housing deficit, prasently estimated to be at least 17 million units (UN
abitat]. Unfortunately, Federal and State governments have generally made
few, if any, genuine efforts to ensure thal housing developers are busilding
affordable housing, So called “affordable housing” or “social housing” schemes
i2.g. Lagos Home Ownership Mortgage Scheme) are unaffordable to the
maienity of Nigerians, o say nothing of the poor for whom they are, at least
metorically, intended,

Legal framework in Nigeria

Section 16 (2){d) of the 1998 Constitution of the Fadergl Republicof Nigera
Stals of Human Raghis Bapart 2615 &1




provides thal the State “shall direct lis policy toward. . ensuring that su
and adequate shelter... are provided for the cilizens' (emphasis &
Section 16 falls within Chapter Z of the Constitution which containg 'dir
principles of state policy,’ the right is nat justiciable under the Constib
However, the nght to housing and adequate shefter is justiciable unde
African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (Ratfication and Enforces
Act 1990. In S3ERAC & ESCR v. Nigeria, Communication 155/96, the A
Cornimission found that the combined effect of Arficles 14 (nght to propert
(right to family life), and 18 (right to health) of the African Charleron Huma
Peoples' Rights, read together. establishes the rightto adequate housing

The right o adequate housing is also explicitly set out in the Unis
Declaration on Human Rights (UDHR], the Intemational Covenar
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESR), Convention on the Elimir
of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), as well as
internateonal or regional human rights insiruments that Nigenia has signec
which Nageria is party.

The UN Committes on Economic, Socal and Cultural Rights kas undsal
thal the right to adequate housing should not be interpreted narmowly o 1
four walls and a roof over anes one’s head, rather if should be sean as the
to fve somewhers in gecunty, peace and dignity, This maans that the g
adequate housing guarantzes the rightto live in sécunty, peace and digni,

The gt o adeguate housing has saveral key elements (from UN OHCHF
Right to Adequate Housing Tookkit ):

. Legal security of tenure: Regardless of the type of tenure, al pa
should possess a degree of security of terure which guarantees
pratection against forced eviction, harassment and other threats:
Affordability: Personal or household financial cosls associated
housing should not threaten or compromise the attainment
salisfaction of other basic needs (for example, food, education, ac
tohealth care),

Habitability: Adequate housing should provide for elements sw
adequate space, protection from cold, damp. heat, rain, wind ar
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thraats to health, struciural hazards, and disease vectors,

hyailabiliy of services, materiats, faciibes and mirastructure: Housing
is not adequate if #s occupants do nof have safe drinking water,
adeuate sanitation, erergy for cooking, heating and lighting, sanitation
and washing facilities, means of food storage, refusa disposal, o ;
Accessibility: Housing is not adequate if the specific needs of
disadvantaged and marginalized groups are not taken nto account
(such as the poor, people facing discrimination; persons with
disahilities, victirms of natural disasters);

Locafion: Adequate housing must allow access to employment options,
health-care services, schools. child-care centres and other socaal
facilities and should not be built on polluted sites nor in immadiate
proximity to peliution sources;

Cultural adequacy. Adequate housing should respect and take into
account the expression of cultural identity and ways of life.

The govemmeni has both negative and positive obligations vis-a-vis the right to
adequate housing. This means the State is cbligated first to respect the right to
adequate housing, for instance refraining from carrying out forced evictions,
The State must also take steps to progressively realize the right io adequale
hausing, for instance by improving sanitation infrastructure to residential areas,
regulating or subsidizing the market to ensure availability of adequate, low-cosl
housing for the poor, and putting in place laws, palicies, and administrative
structures that allow all persons to enjoy security of tenure, imespective of
tenure status, indigene-ship, orincame level,

Progress foward the realization of the right to adequate housing or shelter in
Kigesia

in Nigeria, many peopée live in poor quality housing and In unsanitary
environments. The problem of inadequate housing in cities has been
compounded by the rapid rates of urbanizabion due to economic growth
outpacing urban planning. Indeed, UN Habitat estimates 67% of Nigena's
urban populations five in stlum conditions. Widespread insecurity of tenure -
most pronounced in urban areas —is one of the gravest threats to the realizalion
of the right t adequate housing, 2llowing all-too-frequent forced evictions.
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Housing difficuites are more senaus for low-income groups in urban areas,
lo inflated real estate values, speculation in the housing markst, influx of |
migrants, and lack of adequate planning and infrastruciizre development. G
causes of he housing problem include: high rent in the formal housing ma
inadequate mortgage finance. and inaccessibifty to morlgage loans, T
problems have resulted in overcrowding, poor and inadequate s
amenities, unsafisfactory and urwholesomea environmentsl conditions
urban squalor; the absence of open space, the aver development of land :
leading to the overcrowding of buildings, inaccessibility within reside
areas, high cost of building materials and high cost of rent has fur
exacerbated the difficulties in oblaining housing.

Environmental degradation and global climate change also have negs
effects an heusing as many of the vicims are rendered homeless thro
natural disaslers, thereby increasing the number of intemally dispia
persons in the country. Rising sea level due lo dimate change has alre
impacted coastal communities and casused fiooding In residential ar
Coastal cities, such as Lagos, will ikefy be most impacted by rising sea ley
whichwill likely affact the homes of millions of Nigerians.

Complaints recaived by the Commission

In twe perod under review (2015), the Commission received numer
complamts of violation of the right to adequate housing in Nigeria. Th
inciude,

1. NHRCNGSD/2015/035

On 29" November 2015, the Commission received a complaint from
Adamu Tanko (Rid) regarding planned demolition of an old Amy Engir
Bamack, Suleja, Niger State by the Niger Siate Lirban Development Bo
{NSUDB), According to the complaint, the accupants received a naties
demoltion, however asserted that they have a legal nght to reside in
baracks on account of permission granted by the Nigarian Ammy, The NSU
maintains that the Ammy Engineer Bawack is cwned by the Niger Si
Govemment through the Niger State Development Company Limited (NSDI
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Afer receiving the complaint, the Commission approached NSUDB and also
followed up with a letier by way of an appeal to stay action on the planned
gemolition pending the cutcome of our investicabon and consultation with
reievant aulhonties. Throwgh contact with the legal adviser of NSUDB, we
submilted a lefter on 30 Seplember 2015 o the office of the Exscutive
secretary #nd &'so called on the attention of the Direstor, *P. & |* on 20 October
2015 NSUDE replied by way of a lelter urging the Commission to expedite
action on the investigation. On 22 October 2015 the Commissian subsequently
senta fallow-up letter to tha Executive Sacretary, and called on the attertion of
Qirector. P& 1. The Commission still awats & response from NSURB,

2 CI2015178/KD

On 30 Navember 2015, the Commissin recsived a complaint from Maryam
Haruna, Ruth M. Ayis and Victoriz W. Bako claiming that they are retired staff of
the Minisiry of Education sfill residing in the Government Quarlers and up
date their gratuties have not been paid, They asserted that such gratuities
would enable them leave the Government Quarters and obiain altemnative
accommodation, which they claimed has been the praclics in the Miristry. On
26 November 2015 a truck loaded with Nigerian Pelice Force officers with guns
came 0 their quarters and threataned them to vacate the Governmant
Cuarters without any nolice,

i Cl2015MTeKD

On 30 Nowember 2015, Members of the Association of Nassarawa Kofar Dok
Development Association, Kofar Doka, Zaria, pefiioned the Commission
alleging Ihat the Kacuna State Urban Planning and Development Autharily
KASUPDA). atling on the orders of the Exaculive Gavemor of the State
Mallam Nasiru El-Rufai, ardered that their houses be marked for demalifion.
Thay furthes claimed that all efforts to engage the Govemar in dighogue or give
them far hearing has proven aborlive. The complainants met with the
Secretary to the State Governmenton 11 August 2015 wha asked them to bring
procf of ownarship

' Cr2015M66/KD
On 16 November 2015 Lekan Oyerinde and Associates pelitioned the
Commissian stating that a property matter was adjudicated by the High Court of
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Kaduna State in favor of his chients, butshat afler executing a writ of posses:
against MDA, members of the Nigeran Army came to the propany |
forcefully evicted the owners.

5. Cl201587/KD

Un 4 August 2015 the Commission receivad a complaint from My, Canju
|brahim allaging that his lanclord's son has locked his house without notice
any formal legal process and has refused Mr. lbrahim and his family enfra
mtoheir home causing them to squat with family members and fiends,

6.  Cl201597/KD

Cn 4" August 2015 the Commission received a complain from the village he
of Sabon Gari, Kaduna an behalf of his community stating that their tenant |
Jaji (formerly called NASH) of the MNigeran Ammy has attempted to forc
dispossess the community of theirland and landed properties.

Other cases reported | documented

In the period under review (2015). there were some reparts in the media
Incidents of violations of the right to adequate housing or shelter in Mige
These include:

1; O 16 May 2015, the Daily Postreported that the Ogun and Lagos st
governments commenced demolishing homes of approximat
60,000 occupants in Akute, Baale Akin-Osin, and Oke-#
communities.

2. On 15 June 2015, Information Nigeria reporled that Taraba st
demalished sfructures within Jalingo metropolis to rastare the cit
anginal master plan, Owrers of the structures repertadty recsived
compansation or relocation

& On 18 June 2015, Premium Times newspaper reported that the Al
State gavemnor issued notices to residents of Aba that his goverrime
would demotish all siructures that didn't have preper building parmi
Na alternative housing provided
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On 10 July 2015, the Daily Pest reporied that the Benue govemment
demolished 115 structures and marked anather 153 for demnalition. No
alternative housing provided

On 7 August 2015, Channels TV reported that the Kaduna Staie
govemment has demolished 93 privale houses afier senving he
residents with a 3 week notice of the impending demolifion. Mo
alternative housing provided,

Gn 18 August 2015, Vanguard News reported [hat sax workers in
Anambra State protested aver the demolition of their hames wilh
nadaquale notice rendenng them homedess. The Anambra State
Urban Development Board alieged that the brothels were used by
kidnappers, and therefore had to be demolished. No altemnativa
heusing provided.

On 18 August 2015, Premium Times newspapear reporied thal the Kano
Stale Urban Planning and Development Autharity has concluded plans
to demclish 100 "Megal® structures and ban straet hawkers fram
roadsides in order o beautify the city, Mo allemative housing provided.

On 21 August 2015, the Premium Times reported that a Kaduna High
Court issued an injunction against the Kaduna State Govermment to
prevent them from carrying out a demolition of hemes and properties
along Constitution Road in Kaduna metropolis. Govemor El Rufai
wamed his siate agencies against "blanket marking” of struciures for
demalitian

On 18,19 and 20 September 2015, Justice & Empowermenl Initatives,
a Migerian human rights NGO documented the Farced eviction of
appraximatety 10,000 residents living in Bada East and Badia West
The eviction was widely condemned as illegal and a gross violation of
numan nghts by lecal and intsmational human rights organizatians,
including the UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Sheiter and
Amnesty Intemationsl. To date there has been no remedy for the
affacted persons despite legal action and countiess maedings with the
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Lagns Sate Government,

10, Cn 29 Seplember 2015, the Pramium Times reportad that residen
Sadia as! wera renderad homeless by the demolition exercise cal
cut by the Lagos State Gavernment. Ma compensation ar altern;
actemmadation was offered to any ofthe evicteas

1. On 23 Qectobar 2015 PR News reporied that the Rivars 8
Govemmant would begin demalishing structures located along ore
inorderto improve the fiow of water ard drairages.

12, On 24 December 2015, PM News reported that the Nigeran A
began demalishing buildings betonging to the Shite Muslim “lsls
Movement” in Kaduna state. The group protested the demolifions
thedr religious structures.

Recommendations

The Commission therefore undertakes fo:

Publicly condemn a!l forced evictions and land grabs, including t
Saptember 2015 forced eviction of approximately 10,000 resider
livingin Badia Eastand Westin Lagos

Immedistely conclude Panal of Inquiry inta Forced Evictions whi
commenced work in 2013 and adjudicate all cases pending before it

Ergage govemment and donor AgEncies 10 raise necessary funds
facilitate conclusion ofwork of Panel of Inquiry on Forced Evictions

Wark with any inferested state or fedaral |legistators or poficy-rmakers |
develop paolicies and fegislation that adequately prevent force
evictions in line with international human rights law and standards

The Commission additionally makes the foflowing recommendations:
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Tothe Fedaral Government and State Govemmants:
Immediataly stap carrving cut all farced avichions and mass evictions

Provide remedy, incloding compensation and aiternative
Atcommadation to all individuals affected by past forced evicsions in
Hnewih comestic and intermational humgn nghts obligations

Work with commusities targeted for urban upgrading or other
development projects le.0. infrastructure} to develop community-lad
regeneration plans

Adopt legal and procedural safaguards 1 ensure that all eviclions
camply with intermational human rights standards, nciuding by
introducirg legistation in the State Houses of Assembly setting out
safeguards that must be fofawed to preven: forced evichions (hasad an
the UN Basic Principles and Guidelines on Cevelopment-based
Evictions and Displacement)

Prionize the most disadvantaged groups in any hausing podicies and
programmes, including tenants

Develop fand fitling policies to craate pathways for formafization of
tenure forinformal setlements

Create palicy framewark that requires mortgage barks 1o reserve a
percentage of housing finance that is accessibia o the poce {including
favorable pro-pocy concitionalties)

T multi-laterad develocpment banks, incleding the World Bank and the
Alrican Development Bank

Include clauses in all ban agreements Wil the government thai effact
penabes if Environmental and Sociaf Satequards ara vigkatad

Require direct participation of project beneficiasies and civil sOCiEty
organizaticns in all loans for development projects aiming to upgrade
infrasiniciure (8.0, roads, public watersupply. crainages) or housing
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CHAPIR ©:
Right to Adeguate Food

Introduction

“The right 1o adequate faad s realized when very man, woman and child,
aloe or in community with offsers, have the physical and economic access at
all times to adequate food or means for its procurement” (General Commen!
12, CESCR) The right to adequate focd is of particular relevance 1o certain
populations for whom access lo suitable and adequate food is limited or
constrained in some way. In Nigeria, Ihe region with the most acule food
Insecurity is the northeast where a number of factors including the Bako Haram
Insurgency and dessrlification have crealed a humanitarian crisis. hare
fgenerally, populations facing food msecunty include the rural and urban pogr,
internally displaced persons, as well as persons in custody of the state -
whether in detention, a public medical facility, or a public educational institution,

With fertile lands for growing crops and significant natural resources, noans in
Wigeria should go hungry. Indeed, in this contest. viokations of the right ta food —
nunger and malnutrition - are particulary conceming to the Commission. By
highiighting the right to food for the second time in the Commissisn's annuzl
Slale of Human Rights report, we seex 1o elevate the impartance of this rightin
our disceurse in hopes that vilations of the right o food will become few and far
Detween in the coming years. Howsver, we know well that this wil anly be
possible with concerted efforts by the government to take steps 1o ensurs food
secunity for all Nigerians,

Legal Framework in Nigeria

Al the nafional fevel, section 16 [2}{d} of the 1999 Constitution of the Fedaral
Republic of Nigeria, provides that the Siate “shall direct its palicy
loward... ensunng that suitabe and adequate food... are provided for the
cilizens’ (emphasis added). Section 16 falis within Chaptar 2 of the
Constitufion which contains ‘directive principles of state policy,' the right to
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adequate food is not justiciable under the Constitution, However. the right to
adenuate facd is justiciable under the African Charler on Human and Paoples
Rights (Ratification and Enforcement] Act 1490 In SERAC & ESCR v. Nigzna,
Cemmunication 155/96, the African Commission interpraied the right tafood as
heing impiicitly pratected under the African Charler on Hurman and Peoples'
Rights through the ight ta lifie, the rghl e health, and tha right 10 economic,
socizl and culiral development. The Commission rezsoned:

“The right to food is inseparally hnked fo the dignity of human beings
and is tnerefora essental for the enjoymant end fulfilfment of such ofer
nghts as health. education, work and polibcal participation. The African
Charter and infemational law require and bind Nigena o profect and
improve existing food sourses and fo ensure access o scequate food far
all citizens, Without foushing ar the duty to improve food produciion and
to guarantse access, the mintmum care of the fght (0 foodd requires that
the Nigeran Government should nol destroy or gontaminate food
sources, It should not allow privafe parties to destroy or confaminate feaned
sources, and prevent peoples’ efforts to feed themselvas. ;

The right to food is also recognized in various intemational and ragianal human
rights instruments, The Intemational Cavenant an Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (ICESCR), 1o which Nigena is party, guaraniees the right 1o
adequale food in Article 11, Thes sama article recads the fundamental “right to
b free from hunger” and obligates states panies to take NBCcessary Maasures
tnensure this right. In other words, ensuring the rightta be free from hungeris &
minirmum core obligation on states partes.

Further, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights prociaims that, "BvRryone
has the right o a stardard of living adequate for the health and wall-being of
himsali and his family incleding food ™ Similarty, Universal Declaration on
Eradication of Hunger and Malnutrificn provides thal "every man, woman and
child has an inalienabile right to be fres from hunger.” Other nan-legally bendmi
human fights instruments, including recammendations, Guidelnes, resoutions
ar dectarations, also make prowisions for the nghl to food and serve as
quidance for the implementation of the right to foad.
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The rght t foad means the right lo have continuous access o the resalirces
that will enable ane to produce, orearm a living and purchase, food - nat only to
prevent hunger, bul also to ensure health and welibemg, The right to adequate
foced & said to be realized when every man, woman and child. glone or in a
community with athess, has the physical and econamic accoss at all times to
adeguate food or means for its procurement.

i 1589, tha UK Commilies on Economic, Social and Culiural Rights descrined
the righl 1o food a8 having access by all to food in 8 guantity and Guality
sufficiant 1o salisfy the dietary needs of irdividuals, free from adverse
substances, and acceptabia within a given culture; in ways that are sustainable
and that do nof irterfers with the enjoyment of other human rights.”

Itis imperiant lo emphasize certain elements of the right to food that must be
met before the right is realized: availability, sustamability, accessibility,
affordability, snd adequacy.

Avaitability refers o the fact that there mus: e encugh food fo feed the entire
popwetion

Sustainabifity means that food must be aveiabiz at 21 fimes to feed not only
the present but future generations.

Accessibilty requires that economic and physical access fo food is
guarantesd. Economic access means thal food must be afordable, in olher
weres 11 must be within the reach of pecpie of all Income levels at all times,
whila prysical accessibility means that food should be accessible to all
peaple, inguding the wulnerable, such &5 chidren, the sick, persons with
dizabilifies, o aldarly,

Afiardabd iy means thet the cost of staple %ods must be within the frascial
means o7 all people; iIncud Mg maostimparanthy. the ooor,

Aoequacy means that the food must satsfy dietary neads reguired by an
individual,

Progress toward reslization of the right 1o food in Nigeria:
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Jbstacles that remain 1o elimination of extrerme hunger include: access to land
for agriculture {crops and animal husbandry), discriminatory land practices
{e.g. lack of tenure security for women, non-indigenes, and the urban poar),
access fo appropniate finance for agricultural activities, high cost of cartain
agricultural inputs (despite governmenl subsidycredit programs), lack of
coordination between federal and state agriculture policies/programs, high
reviels of corruption, security challenges in major fad-producing areas
tespaciaily in the Northeastem parl of Nigeria), and water searcity due to
chmate change in cerlain aress, among others.

Food remains prohibifively expensie in Nigeria. and absorbs ane of the
Pighest portions of the average family's mordhly income., This is ever mare so
with the declining value of the Naira which has increased the costs of siaple
foods, The Federal government has made some efforts, however, o boost local
agricultura throwgh poficy changes toimportiexpert tanffs and otherwise.

Other cases reported/ documented

n ihe pericd under review {2015), the Commission received no compiaints
regarding the nght to food. However, the Commission dig monitor 1he media for
ncidens of violations of the right to food in Nigeria, including;

1. OndFebruary 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.12) reported that about 70,000
children have been traated of malnurition in Katsina State in the last five yaars
Communication ard Advecacy Officer of Save the Crildren Group in the State,
SuzanAkia disciosed this during 2 visit bo media houses,

]

On 18 August 2015, intemational Business Times reported that Nigeria is home fo
about 1.7 miftion “severely acutely malnourished chikdren® under the age of § -
constiutng 105¢ of the fotal number of such children worldwide Mearty 1000
Nigerian chidran die of malnutrition every day, reaking an average 361,000
desths avery year.

3 On 15 November 2015, Channels TV repoarted that the contractor that proviges
food to priscness across Nigera had not receivad payment from the government
In 2625, which has forcod them to scale back their food provision,
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Recommendations

Due 1o the low number of reporied cases despite the widely knawn challenges
in the fulfillment of the right to food for many in Nigeria, the Commission
undertakes o conduct broad sensiization around he nght 1o food 1o increase
public awareness that the Commission wil accep! complaints of vickations of
the right to food,

The Commission additionally makes the following recommendations:

To the Federal Government:

© Promote prore-..s and policies that siop environmental degradation
cause. _, the extractives industries and ather poliutants, thereby
pratecting water and land necessary for food growth.

Promate pragrams and palicies that encourage mare food growth - and
production in Nigeria, while heiping to ensure that the costs of transporting
and processing these praducts are reduced. This includes: BNSUring
access o safe and usable roads for the transportation of produce, constant
electricity supply to prevent refrigarated and processad goods from gaing
bad, and specialized training in agriculture and husbandry practices to
ensura the most up-io-date and sophisticated methods are employed.

Develop programs and poficles o enswre that especially vulnerahie
populations, suchas children and the aged. ara provided food welfare,

Ensure that persons in detention receive healthy and adequate meals
To State governments:

Develop programs and policies o ensure that especially vulnerabia
popuiatons, such as childrenand the aged, are providad food welfare.

Protect small and local farmers by ensuring secure fand tenure and fair and
acclirale compensation where faming land is acquired
Priorifize women's land rights, including thraugh inheritance and other

Stale of Humed Rights Rapart 2015 fad




forms of land transfers

challenges Promole programs and poficies that stop envirgnmesital degradation
nmissicn caused by the extractives industries and other pollutants, thareby
! Ioincrease protecting water and land necessary forfoad growth
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CHAPTRR O-

Right to Education
Intraduction

The right to aducation is comprised of both entiements and freedar
inclucling:

Right to free and Campulsory primary education

Right to available and accessible secondary education {includi
technical and ucational education ad Famingl, made pragressively fre

Rigii to equal access to higher education on fhe hasis of capacity ma:
progressively free

Right to fundamental education for those who have not recefved |
mmp]ai‘edprhmr!.redu-:ﬂﬁnn

Right to quality eduestion botk i public and private schogls

Freedom of parents to choose schools for {heir chifdren which ara j
confemity with their religious and maral conviclions

Freedom of individuals and bodies to estabiish and direet educatio

institutions in conformity with minimum standards established by th
State Academic freadom of teachers and students,

With Nigeria's rapidly growing population and overstretched public services
and infrastructure, there are huge gaps in tha fulfilment of the right to education
of all Nigerians. Additional pressures, including the Boka Haram insurgency in
the northeast, the need for children to work io help suppart their families,
amony cihers, have farcad large numbers of school-aged children aut of
achool, Girls in particular face additional social and family pressures (o driop
out of schoal fo marry, take care of other children, or otharwise. Far others cost
siill rermaing a barrier, as the Fadaral and Stale governments have done dtthe o
ensure that basic education s free despie laws and policies that marndate
such o be the case, and therefore govermment schools ragulary charge faes
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“The States Parfies to the present Govenan! recognize he right of everyone fo
education. They agrea that education shall be directed ta the full development
of the humar personalty and the sense of is dignity. and shall strengthen the
respect far human rights and fundarmental freedoms.”

Similarly, Articie 17(1) of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights
(ACHPR) protacts the right to education, stating, “Every individual shall have
the right fo education.

Progress towards realization of the right to education in Nigeria

Despite the lagal framework that exisis to protect the right 1o education, m
practice education in Migeria remains avallable primanly to those with financial
mesans 1o send theirchildren to school. This is, in part, because of decades of
poor or non-existent investment in public education infrastructure. Public
schoole are lamely under-resourced and overenrolled. As a conseguence, a
large percantage of schaol-age children attend private schools or don't attend
schaol at all. Furthermore, confiict in the Northeast and elsewhere that have
displaced populations nagatively impacling aceess to education for children,

Complaints recelved by the Commissian
In the period under review (2015], the Commissian received a few complaints
of viotations of the right to education in Nigena.

1. C/2015/028/B

OnZ"of October, 201 5 the Commissicn recelved a comptaint from Agwa Okeh
Doris who alleged thata young female studenl was granted admission into the
University of Benin i 2010, However, when she had concluded her first
degree programme in 2014, she was denied the final clearance that would
have enabled her proceed 1o Mational Youth Service Corps.

2. Ci2015/026/8

On 29" July 2015 the Cammission received a complaint from Confidence
Erneafu wha is a final year siudent of mathematics department 20122013
session at the University of Banin. The complainant stated that he was not
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shgated and found ol thal it was an
furthar stated thal
b admitied that it was an ermy,

graduated after regreing 84 (%
Universityof Banin Tha dapanment e
gred from the approved lisi of e Senate. The cemplainar

winen he enguired from his CoUsE Adiser,
b was asked for & nnbe far (TH0e orreCled

Other cases reportad. documentzd

In the penod undar review (2045], the Commission fiound few Teparts in Lhe
eadiaofincidents ofviglatons of tne dghtto education in Nigena.

4+ On 18 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p. 14] reported thal the
Guvammert of Cress River Stats imposed & mandatory fee (and Is
fgroefully collecting) af DEtwERN NADO,00C and NEGO.0D. from private
schaol ownars in the name of tax. This has led fo pratests by teachers and
proprietors af privale prmary and secondsry schools in Cross River State
under the aegis of National Association of Proprietors of Prvaie Schocls
(MAPPS) On 15 January o015 alected teachers and proprisions
marched fhrough Calabar to pralest what (nay catied the heavy tax

imposed on tnem by the stats govermment

3 On & February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.32) reported tnal
on 1 February 2015 swde nts of the University of Maidugun (LINIMAID)
ware in panic as officers af the Migerian military Were rying io repel Boko
haram nsurgents fram gaining acoess nto Maidugun

3. On 16 September 2015, the Pramium Times reparted that over 05
milfion Nigerian children are oul of schoal, Action Aid attributed
unqualified teachers, poar condition of school Infragtructure 88 key

nhstacles that must be overcome.

On 2 December 2015, the iniernational Business Times reported thal
thesands of school-aged children hava hean displaced by Boko Haram

n the northeast, By defiberately destroying schools and universities,
o)
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Boke Haram has severely limiled the Nigenan govemment's aforts
improve aducation inthe region.

Mole however that several other human rights organizations have reper
instances of viclations of the right o education in Nigeria during the per
under review.

Recommendations

Without equal access to education, inequakity will oniy be further entrencher
Nigenan society. In recognition of the fact that education is a threshaold ri
fundamental to human development and critical to the progress of Nigeriz
all levels, the Commission urges:

Tathe Federal and State govemments io:

Enforce the Universal Basic Education Act (2004) and other state la
which mandate accsss lo free basic education by creating a rea
accessible complaintsireporiing mechanism and taking swift action
cansure violators

Make greater efforis 1o ensure accessibility of quality education to
individuals, particularly the poor, by creating curricutums and ot}
education materiais in minority languages

Ensure children of minority groups have equal access to education a
introduce curricula recognizing their right to use and receive education
their own language

Enforce laws that provide for free access to education and sk
acquisition o vuinerable populations, including inmales, persans livi
with disabiities

Aditgiad fram LW Humes Sighls Cownnh, “Ropot of Mk Working Groug an the Umvarsa! Panodi Raw
HhgE T AHRGER, Covisioms and Recorymendations, avslatys hetn: o dsoomenis-gos
ryun rgdocUNDOOM I R R AN D0 P DG T s 4 pdr*Dp-nnEhnmm
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CHAPR 10-
Labour Rights

Intreduction

Within the human rights framework, labaur rights generally indude the right to
work {i.e. to eam a living by work fraely chosen and accepted), the right to just
ard Favourable conditions of werk {i.2. remuneration, safe and healihy work
conditions, equal oppartunities for advancemen! rest, and reasonable
limitations on working hours), and the nght 1o form and join labour unions.
Most labour or employment relationships contain additional protections set
oul in a cordract, which may be writter or oral, ard which typically identfies
the beredits and responsibilifies of all relevant parkes. Such conlbracis may
only increase the proteciions of workers beyond that which are available
within the human rights framework and under the Labour Aclof 1873,

During 2015 most cases of tabour rights violations fell within two different
categories: a) unpaid pensions or ather worker's benefits. and ]
|labour/professional unions organizing strikes as a colleclive bargaining toal
Additionally, with the downturn in the Nigarian economy as a result of the lass
in petroleum revenues, many stafes throughout the country have massive
backlogs inunpaid salaries of civil servants,

Legal frameworkin Nigeria
The Caonsfitution freats employment law mast directly within its sectan on

directive principles found in Chapler 1. Section 173} of the Constilution
provides thal the state should direct its poticy towards ensuring that:

3. All citizens, without discrimination on any group whatsosver, have the
Oppartunity for securing adeguate means of livelihood as well as
adequate coportunity ta secure suitable employmant.

b. Condiions of work are just and humane, and that there are adequate
facilities forleisurs and for social, refigious and cubtural life.

¢, The health safety and welfare of all persons in employment are
safeguarded and not endangered or abusad,
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d Thereare sdemquate madical and nealth facilifies forall personsg
a Thereis equal pay for efual work without discnmnztion on 20

otsax, orany olhergrourd whetsnaver

Alhough the above provisiors of the Gonstiiution are not thenjsen
anforoeakie. substantially similar provisions dppear i legisaion that
enforceable. Howaver Wigenan courts have supressod faluctance 1o res
o the Consditution fo reguinte the axpress ferms of employant conlracts
o impesea terms not contained wilhin thecontract

The Labour Actaf 1973 s the most comprehensiva federal legislation raiati
10 employment in Migeria, The Lahour Act contains many provisicns t
provide for predections of ermpioyees' rights that are not oiheryise reCagnis
ateommion law,

Within the contesd of intermnational human rights law, the Interational Labo
Organisation (ILO) is the principal body charged with formulating rules ar
standards 1o govem fabour relations. Tha ILO has adopled numeral
conventions (18%), protacols (5), and recommendations (202) that provie
puideiines and safequards for employees worldwide. To dale Nigeria b
ratifiad 39 ILO conventions {consisting of 8 of B Fundamental Conventions,
of 4 Governance Corveptions (Pricrity), and 28 of 177 Techpie
Canventians), A comprabersive listaf |LO conventions ratified by Nigeria, 2
weell as information shout the | O's alse has & compiairts procedure an
caurltry reporting guidelines are svallable anline hers: hittp wwen il orgy!

Employment-related rights can also be found i Universal Declaration o
Hurman Rights [Astcls 233 and e international Covenant on Economic
Socigl, and Cultural Rights [Arbce fil. Although Both insfruments have beey

signad by Nigera, the UDHR is not 3 saurce of enforceabie obligations an
the iCESCRi3 nat fully domesticated

Cemplaints racaived by the Commission
r

In the pericd under review (£015), the Commission received Severa
complzints of violations of iabourrights inNigeria, Thess includa:
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. 1 Cl2015/28/B
On & August 2015, Mr. Agbozuadu O, Onoiorin submitted 2 camplaint to the

o Commission afleging {hat after ratining from Faderz! Civil Servica under the
Ministry of Defence, Air Force Department, where he workad from November

BElVEs 1985 to April 2006, he has not been paid either gratuity o pensian,

hal is

FESOM The Cammission has forwarded this complaimt to the Public Complaints

Cis Of Commission for necassary action

2, C/2015035B

On 4" September 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Mr.
Inegbedion A, wha aleged that Br. Adam Oshogbea invited his wife, Mrs. Géary
inegbedion, for an official assignment on Saturday and Surday, and that he
instructed har to come alone and see him in an apadment where he residas
Alone. Mr. Ineghedion ohjecled to this on the basis that Ms. Inagbedion is
married and has no official engagement in her employvers residence. Ms,
Inegbedion's abjection o the invitation resulted in her being fired.

The Comenission's investigation of this case is still ongaing

3 CI2015/015/B

On 27 Apqil 2015, Commission receivad a complaint from Mr. David Aenion
oenalf of his brother Ofuwasola Ayenl, an emplayes of the Benin Electricity
Distribution Company, The complainant allzge thet on 1aaApnl 2014, Mr.
Oluwascla Ayeni was direcled by his Service Unit Manager, Mr. Chris
Csemakhian to ractify the shattered insulator of a transformer at Ode —Irele
- market substation, Onde State. That an gefting to the substation, the
Sl Manager called the Maintenance Engineer kifipupa fo grant the power
outage, Mr. Ayen| also confirmed the powsr outags. Mr Ayeni then maunted
the transformer to effect the rapairs having puton the nacessary gadgets, and
was subjecied o a severe elecirocution. Mr. Ayeni was in coma for several
days, and underwent many surgeries, including amputation of his left am.
& Throughout his stay at the hospital the company failed to visit him. While stil
in the hospital, 8 query was issued 1o him, alleging that he went far an un-
afficial assignment and was guilty of misconduct and his salary was
suspended. After Mr. Ayeni replied the query, his appointment was
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ferminatad,

The Commissionmade inuiries into this matter and deters ined thal the cas
Is presentiy sublect of litigation in court.

4, Cl2015/024/8

On 21" July 2015, the Commission recelved & camplaint from Mr. Christophs
King. a staff member of the higerian Police Fofce. Ancarding o the coerplain

in 2004, he was posted to the Uritad Bank for Aftica (URA) Akpakpay
Branch with three other NPF cficars as sECUrity quards fo the bark. Whie o
duty he decided 16 use the tailet, afier he had finished. ha Inexed the dearan
gave lhe key fo the bank security man, Some minies iater, he realized b«
had tefl his pistol in the toiled, But an going back o the todel, he faund that the
pistolwas mo longer there. He reparted the lost pisto! immediately to the bark
and lzter 1o Esigie Divisional Polica Statine and ta the stale headguartars

Days iater a Police Investigation Pangl was set up regarding the matter. At fhe
end of the invesfigation, the Panel recommended that Mr, King shouid be
demaled i he rank of a sergeant, and transferred fo Ugoneki Police Station,
While: Mr. King was on duty af Liganeki Police Station he received a leler af
suspension fiom the Inspecicr Ganeral of Folics (AIG} Office, Zone 5. Ha was
then asked to raport at Ehor Palica Ofica whera bis uniform was seized and
he was asked i 0. &ince then be bas received na correspondence from the
NP Therecommendations of the Pansl wern rict taligwed

Tha Cammissian refarred s malter to the Commissionar of Palisa for
irvEstisation

5, Ci2nisnze

Or & February 2015, the. Commissian received & complaint from Crark
Aghanagbanse who was onployad by PrescoPloasa BRCURLY uand for gver
3 years. The-compiaint statos that an 20 Mavember 2015 he experenced g
sudden pain in his et les and mmedia ety went ko the company's doctor wien
Jave him drugs and 3 davs excuse fiom duty When I Aghariagbonse
resumed for duty, he was given 2 sum mary dismissal leller for abandonmant
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of duly.

The Commission ras refarred this case o the Public Complamts
Carnmizsion,

f. Cr2028/7TIKD

On 8" July 2015, the Commissicn received a camptamt from a staff member
of FLLGA Internationad Magal Secondary Schoal The campamant brought
“Fe2 complaint for Yimself and on behail of oihers. all of whom suffered fram
nan-paymenl of salary forwark dopa

T, CRMS533KD

Un 23 Aprit 2015, the Commission rceivad d compiaint froim Raymand Qs
Galadima of No.4 Tiper Garage Kacuna zlleging that he reislared and paid
far his WAEC examination a0 Queency International AngwanPama, Kaduna
and was not registered by the School Director, Mr. Samuel Waiya. He alsg
claimed that he asked for a rafund of his meney but the director has refused o
pay biack his money:

. Cl2015/002/KD

On 8 January 2015, the Commission recaived a complainant from Stephen
Fayemi, Esq. of Suite 98 Gidan Bamaiyi, Ahmadu Bello Way, Kaduna, on
bebalf of his clent Rufus Ajimati, He clzimed that his client worked with
Foweshill Consmuction Company Lid for about six years. According fo the
compraint he aleged that meonies wera deducied from his client's salary
dmaunting to NS38925.00 for his pension contribution, which was newer
remitied. He alsa alisged thal monies were gyar decucted from his salary to
&ty s taxes arounting ioM 12 88750 of overage, Ma further aieged that =
viclim has never gone on leave since he was efmploved and clause 7 & 8 of
e compary’s tems and condition of employment provides far addiliaral
campersation that tha victim never pecsivesd.

g C20151 42D
Or 26 October 2015 the Commission recaived a complaint from Alraj
brabim Aliyy stating hat he was employad by Alhaji Abubakar thrahim Nig
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Ltd ar 15 May 1982az a tanker driver and voluntarily ratired on 3 Movember
2014 due to lack of payment Accerding to the lbeakim Aliyy, the company is
owing him N 128,000

10, CI2015M52KD

Cn 4 Nowvember 2015, the Commission recaived 5 campaint fram Peler Cgb
who stacad that he was working with Majoe Security Guard until semecno
claimed his phone went missing. He daimed o know nathing abaul Lhe
phone, out was nonetheless sacked The company refused to pay his
outslanding ong month saiary

1. Cl201535/KD

On 27 Ageil 2015, the Commission recelvad & compiaint from AT, Usman-
Ibinala & Co. who alleged that her client worked in Neuno-Psychiainic Hospital
Barmnawa, Kaduna and lefl the services of the hospital on 11 July 2015, The
complaint alleged hat she was infimidated and harassed by the Medical
Director, which ultimately forced her to leave, and also stopped the
Cocperative from paying her four YEArs savings on her depariura.

12, Ci2015/57/KD

On 11 June 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Eweh Anthony
of No. 24 Ungwan Gimbia Sabon Tasha, Kaduna, alleging that he worked for
one Madam Argos of No. 18 Isa Kaita Read, Kadunz, for the manth of May
2015 inher fumiture factory and she has refysed i pay him.

13, CRO15116/KD
Un 21 September 2015, the Commission received a complaint from M
Dogani Gabriel claiming he werked with Halogen Security Company from
September 2012 to August 2015, but that the company rafused to pay him for
his wiork during the marth of August 2015.

14.  Cl2015/134/KD

Cn 15 October 2015, the Commission received 3 complaint from Mr. Michagl
Adejoh claiming that be worked for Cheflco Industnes Limited for 29 years
and in the course of processing his Pension confribudion, he found out his
pensian contribution hasn't been remitted to his Pensian Administrator. All
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efforls to compel the company 1o pay the pension contribution or give an
xplaration as towhy Ihey havenol, praved abartive

15. CAEM 51 I6KD

0n 13 Qctobar 2015, the Commission received a complainant from Nkwacha
. Mancy on behalf of 2l affectad midwives, cairming that they were offered
appoiniment by the Nalional Primary bealth Care Development Agency in
2072 and then posted o various Iocal government areas, The compfain
Alleded that they were informed that the relevant Stale Gavernment wouid
pay them NZ0000/'menth, while the Local Govemment would pay them
10,900 menth. Whike the Local Gavernment has regularly paid its pontian,
Ihe State Government has not. The las! payment from tha State Govemmen
for micwives who wern appainted in 2009, 2010 and 2011 was made in
MNovember 2013. She further claimed that the midwives wrate a pefition io the
Ministry of Justice who invited the Ministry of Health twice for 2 meeling but
{ne Ministry of Healih failed to the honour the invitation.

16.  CROI151KD

On 2 November 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Godwin P
Umaru claiming that his brother worked for the Ching Zhonghao Nigerian
Limited and died on official assignment in Sokoto. He claimed that afier tha
funeral the company requesied for the necassany documents for onward
processing to the insurance company for paymant of the decaased benefils,
He provided the company the death cerfificale fram Usman DanFodio
Rraospital. Sokoto. but the Parsannel Manager msisted that he coflested a
death cerlificate from Gwamma Awan Hospital Kaduna The Parsannel
Manager assertad that the insurance company refused o pay the deceased
benefits based on ‘wrang death certificate and cause of death i Limaru
Further stated that e met the compary and they tald hirm that there s nothing
they candao.

17, Cl2015163KD

Gn 11 November 2015, the Commission recaived a complainant from Jakn
Stephen alieging that he laid tiles for Mr. Eze on three different sites in
Kaduna for a total sum of M51.500. According to his complaint he claimead that
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dr. Eze only paid him the sum of N8,000 and that he keeps giving excuses
anytima Mr. Eza asks for the balance.

18.  Cil2015T9KD

On 13 July 2015, the commissian received a complaint fram M. Bulus sta ling
that he had worked with Dalirade Nigeria Limited from 14 June 2040 ta &
Febnesry 2015, and has not been paid his henefis

19, CR2D15M115KD

Jn 71 September 2095, the Commission recaived a complaint fram Muhu
Gonta stating that he had worked with Qutsourcing Services Limited from 18
December 18 2001 t2 31 March 2012, He claimed 2manths aross pay from
2004 1o 2012 and overbime of four hours daily from Manday 1o Friciay from
2008 to 2012 He claims thal since his employment was terminated he has
notheen paid any of these benefits

20. CI20151T6KD

Un 26 November 2015 the Commission received a complaint from Musa B,
Harwa stating that he had worked with British American Tobacco and Ras ot
aeen paid any of his benefits after leaving the company.

2.  Cl2M57T7IKD

On 87 July 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Mrs. Fati
Fagbemi who ciaimed that on 16 February, 2013 she was involved in a hit and
run accident by an Indomie truck from Nonthem Noodies company. She was
taken o 51 Gerald's Hospilal by officers of the Federal Road Safety Comp.
After surgery, Mrs. Faghemi wenl to the Persannal Marager of Northem
MNoacles, makers of indomie to get compersation o offset her medical bifis,
bt was oid to bring proof of the accident from the FRSC. When she wert b
the FRSC Maranbanrido Command, she was informed that there was no

2. Cl201542'KD
On 12 May 2015 the Commission received a complainant from
Ofalekan|siaka Lasisi of the accounts department a: the Meura-Psychialric
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Heapital in Barnawa, Kaduna. He alleged in his compdaint that the Medical
Director Dr. Sheikh Lateef and a fellow co-warker Mr. Lucky Abumere have
been imlimidating, maltreating and harassing him.

23.  Cl201543KD

Gn 12 May 2015 the Commission received a complamt fram Adamu fhrahim
of Al Jumare Read, Rigasa, Kadura, who claimed he enterad into an
agreement with Kamilco Nig. Ltd on the 1st February, 2015 for diving a Keke
Nexpep with certain ferms and conditicns. Mr. lbeahim failed to pay the balange
for the week, and the company therafore collectad the key.He pleaded so that
the keke ba retumned to him but the company lurned down his raquest and
was asked toleave or be dealt with,

4. Cl2015M75/KD

On 25th November 2015 the Commission received a complaint from
shamsiva Usman who stated that she was knocked down by a Dangote
wailer on 4 December 2014, while standing by the roadside at a trade fair
complex. The trailer crushed and damaged both of her legs. She has not
recaived any help from Dangote.

25.  Cl2015/040/8

On 5 July 2015 the Commission recelved a complaint fram Ofiver Odiase
Obehi who alieged that he has been denied his right of residency and work
permit in Europe. The matter has been referad i the headquarters for
miervention at the Spanish Embassy in Abuja

Other cases reported / documented
1 the perind under review (2015), there were some reports in the media an
ncicents of violations of labour rights in Nigeria. These include:

1 On 16 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspapes (p.15) reporled that
lawyers employed by the Federal Ministry of Justice have issued a
21-day strike notice 1o the Federal Govemment ovar grievances
dating back more than 20 years. The purpose of the proposed sirike
was 10 press home the demand for “implementation of the crcular on
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harmanization issued by the Atiormey-General of the Federation and
Minister of Justice in 1994" which has now been implemantad by
states’ Ministries of Justice but not the Federal Minisiry of Jusfice
The consequence of this discreparcy in implamentation is a huge
disparity in salanes, allowances and emaluments.

On 20 January 2015, the Daily Trusl newspaper {p_ &) reported that
PHCN workers protast over enfilemenis. Some retired workers of
the defunct Power Holding Campary of Nigena (PHCN) projested
yesterday over nan-payment of their entitlements and al owances.

Om 20 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p. 10) reporad that
Bauchi State warkers crificized the Stale Govemment ovear detayed
pavmant of December salares The Migerdan Labour Congress
{MLC} in colaboration with Trade Union Congress (TUC) and Join:
Public Service Negotiating Cauncil have appealed 1o the Bauch
state govermment to pay them their Decembar 2014 salary,

On 20 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper {p.14) reporied that
ihe Nigerian Bar Associaion (NBA) seeks 1o end Ihe judiciary
warkers sirike. The MBA in Borno State has called on refevant
authorities to ensure speedy resolutions of the judiciary workers
strike which has arippled court acthvifies for about two weeks.

On 3 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper (p. 48]
reported that on 2 February 2015 law officers a1 the Fedeeal Minstry
of Justice shut outthe Atlomey Genesal of (he Federation (AGF) and
Minister of Justice, Mr. Mohammed Bello Adake while protesting the
“ederal Government's refusal 1o implement the circular on
harmanized salary structure forlaw officers issued 20 years ago.

On 5 February 2015, the Nigeran Trbune newspaper (p. 44)
reporied that on 4 February 2015 the Colleges of Education
Academic Staff Union {COEASU} and Academic Staff Union of
Polytechnics (ASUP) issued seven-day ultimatum to Osun State
Government to remit pension funds deducied from its s1aff's salary or
face legal actian. '

State of Huntan figits Repar K015 11l




0.

1.

Un 10 February 2015, the Daily Champion newspaper (p. 7) reportad
that on @ February 2015 the managemeant of the Ado Ekiti Faderal
Polylechnic threatenad to sack staff of the institution if they fail to call
off the strike action embarked upon by the urdon.

n 10 February 2015, tha Daily Champion newspaper {p. 300
raparted that Nigeran Union of Pefroleum and Natural Gas workers
(NUPENG) have callad on crganized labor, under the aegis of the
Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC) and Trade Union Congress (TUG)
to defendthe right o work,

On 3 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper {p.11)
reported that workers of Federal University, Oye-Ekiti in Ekifi State
have gone on rampage to protest the sack of 10 of their eolleagues
by the management of the institution for alleged unruly behavigur,
The protesting warkers iook 1o the strests on 12 February 2015 and
ciosed down the institution, disrupting commercial activiies in the
town.,

On 26 February 2015, the Dally Trust newspaper (p. 4) reporied thal
an 25 February 2015 about f,000 ax-staff of the: defunct Nigeran
Airways threatened fo boycott the general elections if their pENSion
arrears were not pad by the Federal Government

On 27 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper(p. §)

reported that on 26 February 2015 staf of Taraha Slale owned
newspaper, the Nigerian Sunrise, lamanted the han-payment of their
six maonths safaries.

The Commission directed the Monitoring Departmant to rvestigate the
allegations.
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13,

14,

15

18.

Cn 26 May 2018, the Daily Post reparted thai govarnmen
emplayees in Osun stale will bagin indefinie siike because of ron-
payment of salafies and entitlments to warkers, To cate, workers
are awed gutstanding §-monthz of salaries.

On 18 July 2016, Pramium Times repored tha: govemmeant
employeas in Ebanyi stete will commence a ganeral stike on 21 July
Ihatwillas!ur:ﬂunpaidsalan'ieaampatd

On 20 July 2018, Premium Times reported thal govesnmen:
employees in Ondo state threatened to commence an indefinite
sirike if ihe government doesn't act fast o pay outstancing salaries

On 29 July 2018, Premium Times reported thal Buhar decried the
non-payment of teacher’ salaries by states, highlighting the
importance of education i the developmentof Nigeria,

On&August 2015, Premium Times reportad that the Migarian Labour
Congress (NLC) demanded a review of the natianal Mminimum wage,
Gurrently pegged at N18,000, The NLC assarts that the PRI
wage has not kept pace with the value of the doftar, and tharafars
purchasing power has decreased and the minimum wage has
become less than a living wage

Recommendations

The Commission therefore undertakes fo-

Publicly condemn vislations of labour nohis and advise the Fedaral
and State governments how to protect and fulfil this righi

Undertake investigations of any cases of alleged workplace
discrimination, unsafe working condifions, or forced orchid labour
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The Commission additicnatly makes the feflowing racommandations:

Ttha Feceral and State governmenis

Promata and protect the rights of migrant worers, including by
promeding the Migrant Waorkars Conventon

Guaraniee freedom of associalion and affective recogniticn of the A
right of collective bamgaining forwarkers

Ersure limely payment of all public secior empioyess in order o
ensure the proper furcionng of the govemment

Protact and respect the nghts of workers, whather within a union or
not, o g on strike and canvenes peaceful public demonstrations o

raise awareness and advocate for improvement of working
conditicns

To the Migerian Palice Force:

Investigate all allegations of sexusl harassment, violence, or
discrimination in the workpiace, and work with ather relavant
government bodies to ensure such praclices immediataly cease
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I-ART 5: Other Thematic Issues of Concern

to the Commission

In addition 1o its focus on specific rights viclations, the Commissicn also
monitored several thematic issues during the reporting period. The thematic
issues generally cut across several interrelated rights, but together form a
phenomencn of situation with significant implications for human rights
protection in Nigeria. Several of the thematic issues addressed in this repart
were addressed in previous editions of this report, and tharefore build on earlier
cases and situations discussed. Like in Pari 1 and 2 which largely focused on
individual rights, Part 3 attempts to inciude discussions of the legal framework,
cases ansing during ihe reporting perind, and offers some recommendations 1o
key parties for how the themalic issee can ba better addrassed in the future.

v the 2015 Report we address the foflowang thematic issues:

Terrarism and Inter-Communa! Viclence
Carruptian

Access to Justice & Independence ofthe Judiciary
Sexual and GenderBased Victence

The Rights of the Child

Environment and the Niger Delta

Hurnan Trafficking

As with previous chapters, but perhaps even more 5o given the breadth of the
thematic issues addressed within Part 3, each of the chapters in this section
could ezsily be the exclusive subject of a much longer publicatian on its own.
However, for the purposes of this report, we have attempted fo address issues
broadly and briefly in order to provide a general averview, rather than deeply. In
this regard, we offer tne discussions of themafic issues below as a jumping off
paint for further study and in-depth reporiing
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(CHAPTRR T1:

Terrorism and Inter-Communal Violence
Imtraduction

In 2015 Nigera ranked 3° out of 162 countnes worldwide according to the 203
Global Terrorism Index, The only two counlries whene tarmonsm was more
parvasive were Iraq and Afghanistan. This indicates a worsening of lerrorism-
related vislence in Nigeria, relative ko other countries. over the year prior (2014}
when Nigeria was ranked 4” cversll

Thie parvasive prasence of terrorism, most predominantly Boko Haram in the
Northeast, is deeply concaming to the Commission. Furthermore, the fact that
terrorism [sn somehow isciated or particularly unigue underscores the ablect
Failure of the government to ensure that its citizens enjoy peace, order, and alife
free from fear, as promised under the 1998 Constitution

Besides the ferronsm pempeirated in the Mortheas! predominantly by Boko
Haram and other extramist 1slamic fundamentalist groups, during the year
under review (2015), Nigeria saw numerous inter-communal conflicts and
clashes particularly in the middle beit. These clashes have, in part, been driven
by climate change that has caused increased desertification in the North,
forcing Fulani pastoralists fo migrate further south in search of greener
pastures where they clashed with local farmers.

Temorism and inter-communal clashes affect countiess human rights, including
rights to life, livelinood, property, and freedams of religion and movement,
among others. For this reason, this year the Commission again uses this
special 'thematic' chapler to highlight cases of terronsm and inter-communal
clashes, and again call on various governmental actors to take more steps io
curh these incidents.

The method of operations of the Army and other security forces that are
denloved to prevent terrorism and communal leaves a lot 1o be desired. Where
sacurity forces ane believed to be biased and are distrusied by communities
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where they are deploved, their work orly becomes mose difficult, Gfien the
primary victims of terrorism and inter-communal clashes are innocent civilians
who are gither caught i the crossfire, or are displaced and forced to reside In
IDP camps and elsewheare whera access (o basic amenities and social services
may be limitad. The nature of asymmetric welfare demands main streaming of
human rights and coalian protection to make it mare humane.

Nigeria has ratified 9 of the mternalional kagal Instrumants against leronism
and has enacted a number of cominal laws covering vanous aspects of
counterderrorism, incuding a Money Laundering Act in March 2011 and a

Terronsm Prevention Act in February 2011,

During the reparting period the governmaent took some staps (o curb the spread
of confict and viclenoe by strengthening secunly apparatiss, international
collabarations, intalligence and information, communily policing, nagatiations,
dialogue, and in some cases, providing a grant of amnesty. Nonetheless, the
manner in which the security forces have conducted themselves in the
discharge of their duty to pretect lives and property in conflict areas has often
raisad conems.

Complains received by the Commission

In the penod under review [2015), the Commission received only 5 complaints
of fermorism or inter-communal violence. despite the high incidence of cases
reported in thenew media. Thesa complaints included;

1, On 12 July 2015, the Commission read in the Leadership newspaper that a
violent ctash accurred on 11 July 2015 over who bacomes the Chiaf Imam
of the central Masque in Patkoro Local Govemment Araa of Niger State,
whereupon a curfew was imposed or the fown. The Commission
imvestigation in Paikoro LGA revezled that the root cause of the conflict is
as a resull of agitation that the indigenous Gbagy tribes prefer their tribe as
an |msam over the Hausa Imam. The Commission met the Vice Chairman,
Paikora LGA, where he confirmed the incidenca and revealed that the
State Govermment immediately constituted a commitiee with mambership
drawn from the Ministry for Religious Affairs as well as other stake holders.
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The commities, he staled has taken steps 1o address the issua.

On & July 2015, the Comemission read in the Leadership newspaper thal
sherewas a communal clash in Agaie LGA batween Mazza ard Tawachiko
villages in Miger State over a piece of land which ieft 5 peopie dead and 11
otters injured. The newspaper stated further thal before the ¢iash, the two
warring villages have been In dispute over same piece of tarmiand for ovar
four years. Cur investigation canfirmed the incident, Although the situation
i inder control, the disputing paries have gone o court gvar fhe disputed
tand. The Commission s still menitoring the situation

3. NHRCNGSOENA0ET

0n & Decambar 2015 the Commission received a complaint CONGErming
youth protest i [zom communiy which boarders Lambata commurily.
The youths of lzom community were protesting against Niger State
Government's directives which prohibited the people of lzom pammanity
from observing market day on & December 2013, The youths from lzom
eapmunity, in the process of their protest. bigcked the major road inking
Miger State with Suleja and fbuja, Consequently, a detachment of
policemen was brought Lo the scene of the incidenca, Our investigation
revaaled that the law enforcament handled the maties within the confines
ofthelaw

(ther cases reportad | documented

in the period usxder review (2013], there were countless repots in the madia on
cidants af termorism and inter-communai conflictin Nigeria These include:

1. On 12 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p. 3} reportad that the
Federal Government has proposad NS bifion as counterpart funding for
special economic development initialive for the Mortheast this year as a
gpecial intervention pragramme for the region o accelerale the zones
aconomio development, Thes came Lp 253 resultof the damage caused by
Bokn haram in the region, which necessitated aggressive and urgent
action,

Skt of Human Rights Aopod 2015 17




o]

On 12 January 2015, the Nigerzn Triune newspaper (p. 81 repored that
the fermer Plinister of Heallh Or. Idi Hong called on the Federal gavernment
and cther resevant stakeholders o come to the a:d of his people, saying
thal Boke Haram insurgents, who annexed the lown racenlly have
destroyed about 0% infrasiructure in his home fown of Hong, Adamawsa
Hale.

Cn 12 January 2015, the Daily Trast newspaper (p. 3) reparled that a
fema s suicsde bomber detonsted bombs that difled B people at Potiskum
GSMmarkat in Yobe State on 11.January 2015,

On 12 January 2015, the Nigerian Tribure newspaper (p. 43) reported that

a 10 year old female suicice bomber detonated an improvised explosive
devica{|ED) at Yankaji market, Maidugur, oo 10 January 2015, The suicide
bomber reporiedly had fold traders shorlly before she detonated the bombs
that they shoudd expect more bomb blasts in the State ahead of the general
eleclions. The girf was said to have lold the traders who sell chickens that
there were many female suicide bombers around, threatening that people
will die, especially the Civilian Joint Task Force (CJTF),

On 12 January 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper (p. 43) reparted that
the United States condemned the recent killing of innocent citizens by the
Boko Haram sactin Northern part of Nigena. The release made available o
Wigenan Tribune said the attack shows no regard for human life ard al
thosa raspansible for the recurring atlacks must be held accountable.

On 13 January 2013, the Nigenan Trbure newspaper (p.4) reported that
the Defence Headguarters asserled thal from available evidence the
numker of people who lost their ves during the attack on Baga Town,
Bamo State, Is not more than 150, as against the 2000 speculated,

. ©n 4 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p8) reporied that a

suspected suicide borber riding a motorcycle along Kasuwan Mala area of
Gombe mefropolis was killed yesterday. It was gathered thal the bomber
was fding a molorcycle around §:30pm when the bomb he was camying
axpladed killing him. Sources told daily frust that after the explosion a mab
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burned his remains al tha scene

8 On 14 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p. 12} reported that armed
rusilers on Manday raided Gidan Magaj, a haméet under Akilibu in Kachia
LGA of Kaduna state, killng cne herder. Thay also stole about 32 catfle
fesanging 1o the deceased, Viglanle were said 1o have gone alter e
thieves but could not apprehend tham A source in Akilibu said Alhail Kadi
was shot dead by the rusllers befora thay stole his cattie and the thisves
stormed the hamlet, shoofing sporadically into the air to scare the residents.

8 On 14 January 2015, the Daily Charmpion newsgaper (p. 3) reportad that
the survivors of an assault by Islamic militants that killed a lange number of
covilians in Nigeria have described davs of relentiess vialence in which cne
witness said, some peopia were slaughtered like insects’ according o
reparts by the Assocated Prass (AP). The acoounts were given by villagers
who fled the carnage in and around Baga, 2 town in Bomo State that lies in
the north eastern comer of Nigeria near the border with Crad.

10. On 14 January 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper (p.4) reported that
Cameraon's army said it kiled 143 Boko Haram fighters, with the
Gowernment saying it was the bigges! defeal A had inficed 1o date on tha
Istamist group. The government spokesman, Issa Bakary mada the
arncancement sarler in the week in Yaounde. He said the insungents were
killed after they aftacked the military camp in Kolofata, in the north of
Camearcon.

11. On 14 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.35) reported that
20,000 Kigerians kave fled to Chad, Niger and Camerdan in the past lwo
weeks after their towns and villages were atiacked by Islamist sect Boxo
Haram.

12. On 14 January 2015, the Daily Champlon newspaper (p.2) reportad that
Govamer Mukhtar Yero of Kaduna state has condemnad the recend atlack
onAmbe-Madaki village in the Sanga LGA of the siate. Sscunty survailance
has been intensified in the affected communities to ensure adequats
sacurity for the pacple; the governcr said Government wozld be responsible
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frr the payment of mecicals bills 2F allinjured victims

13, On 15 January 2075, the Mxeran Tnbune newspaper (pA) Tepcriad
that11 insurcenls were kided in Biu town in Biu Local Government Area of
Borni State whenfour inscks loaded with Boko Baram (ighlers with severa
others on motoroycles stomed Bio lown

14, On 15 danuary 2015, the Nigesdan Tribuna newspaper (p.4) repaned thatd
persans werz killed and 21 injured as suiide bomber targeied Gomba
Mosg.e

15. On 13 January 2015, the Daity Trust newspaper (p.9) reported thas about
42 suspected Boko Haram insurgents, Including 15 Chadians were killed
by soldiers white attempting to attack a military cantonment in Biu town ir
Bomo State.

18. On 16 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.5) reported that
thousands of youth backed the military 1o deal a deadiy blow to Boko
Haram insurgents that fried to attack Biu, Borno Stateon 13 January 2015.
This came as the news of the impending sttack spread in town, "Thay
vowed they wen't panic and flee and afiow the insurgenis o come and kill
and destroy the town as happenaed in other places.”

17. On 16 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.14) reporied that the
Central Bank of Nigeriz (CBN} and Naticaal Emergency Management
Agency (INEMA) yesterday condeled with pecple and govemment of Barno
State aver the loss of lives, social and economic devastation actasionad
Ly the Boko Haram insurgency. The bank as0 donated relief matenials to
tisplacad persons.

18, On 19 January 2015, the Niganan Tribune sewspaper (p.4) reported that
Baoko haram fighters from higeria on Suncay kidnapped &l leasl 60 people
in a new attack in northern Cameroon in which some pecple were kilied,
police said, The tslamist militants burstinto two villages in the Tourou area,
torched houses and left with arcund B0 people, mastof whom wera women
and childran,
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On 1% January 2015, the Nigenan Tribune newspapsr (p.4) reparted that
ana soldier and civilian were on Sunday aflemoon kided while another
civilian was imjur=d &l Takanda-Gewa vilags on the Bauchi-Jos highway as
some unknown gunmen allacked an army checkpoint in the area. The
altack, Nigerian Tribune gathered. caused pane on ihe highway, A5
motefists coming from eitner Bauchi or Jos were forced to abandon thesir
vehicles and ran for salely,

On 18 January 2015, the Nigerian Tribane rewspaper (p10) reparted
thala suicide bomber kilkad four people and wounded dozens on Sunday
inan atiack on abus station in Patiskum, Nosth eaztern Nigera.

On 13 January 2018, the Nigenan Tribune newspaper (p.2) reported that
Gavernor [sa Yuguda of Bauchi State yesterday received 500 internally
displaced persans {IDPs) from plateau, Kaduna, Adamawa and Yobe
states, promising to emgloy certificate holders among them. Yuguda,
who raceivad the IDPs at the Government House Bauchi, disclosed thai
their number in the state had risen o mone than two millian,

On 19 January 20115, the Daily Trust newspaper (p4) reported that a
Suicide bombes kiled & paophe and leaving 30 athers injured,

Ori 19 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (£.4) reported that Bako
Haram attacked Dzagula village in Gombi Local Government Area in
Adamawa State.

On 20 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.27) reported thal
Carmeroan's Amy has fread 24 of some 60 hostages kidrapped during 3
crass-border attack by suspecled Boko haram Islamest fighters based in
neighbauring Nigeria, a defence minsiers spekesman said on Panday,
The kidnapping which occumed in the north of Camerodan on Sunday
arcund the village of Mabass, was one of the |zrgest abducbons on
Cameroorian soil. Many children were among the hostages.

On 20January 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper {p. 10} reported
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hat Colanel Didier Badjack, Cameroon ministry of Defence spokesman,
said on Manday. in Yaounde, that the ammy bad fresd 30 of the &0
hostages kidnapped dunng 2 cross-border attack by suspected Boko
Haram lslamist fighters based in neighbauning Nieria.

96, On 2 February 2015, the Migerian Tribune rewspaper {p. &) reported that
seepes of insurgents were killed in Maidugurion 1 February 2013 when 8
combined efforts of Ammy, Special Anti-Rubbery Squad (SARS) of the
Migerian police and volunteer youths popularly known &% civilian JTF
successhully repelled an attempt by the Baoko Haram terrorists o invade
Maicuguri, the Boeno siate capital,

47 On 2 February 2095, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper {p.8) reported that
terrorists were effectively contained around Bama, Noom, Alou, Dalwa
and Mafa an the 31st of Jan, 2015 during a mopping Up operation by the
military. In a siatement by the Direclor, Defence: Information, Major-
General Chris Olukolade, the Migerian Army said weapons, ams, and
ammunition mcluding two armoured vehicles and two artillery guns, a3
well 2z 17 Hilux vehicles had been recovered from them.

28 On 2 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper (p.8) reparted (hat 2
<Licide bombers attack fargeted at a polifical meeting killed seven peopie
in Patiskumon 1 January 2015 just woweeks from the: ganeral election,

34, On 2 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper reported that in line
with ils commitment to partner with siakehokders, the Matonal Emergenc!
Management Agency (NEMA), an 31 Janu ary2015 deliverad relie
materials to the internally Displace Persons (IDFs) in Jalinga. which wen
dislributed in collaboration with Chnstian Association of Nigera (CAN
Taraba State chapler.

30. On 3 February 2015, the Daily Champion newspaper {p. 1} reporied th:
the Mational Information Centre on fne 2Znd of Feb, 2015 said thal th
angoing war agamst insurgency in the North East was yielding desire
results a5 the military had so far recaptured 10 towns hitherio seized £
Boko Haram inAdamawa alone.
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Qn 3 February 2015, the Daily Champion newspager {p.6) reported that
b fernata suicide bombers were suspecied of being behind a blasi an 2
February 2015 outside a stadium in Gomba where Prasident Goodiuck
Jonathan had addressed a pofiting| rzlly. officialz and rescue workers said.

- n 3 February 2015, the Daily Champian newspaper (p 21) repored that

thousands of Nigarans whe flad ta Niger Republic afler baing displacad by
the festaring irsurgency in the northegst states of Adamaws, Yobe and
Borne have rece ved long anficipated succour from Eedneal Gavernment
by way of relief maleriais. The gavermment dispatched high-leve! official
dedagation with cver 540 metric lons of assored food items. housshald
Hems, clothing rraterial, matiresses, mosquita nats and blanket among
others.

On 3 Fabruary 2015, the Daily Trusi newspaper (p.4) reported that six
persens werg kifled in a clash between rival grougs at the venue of 2
political campaign rally in Ajeromi, lfelodun LGA of Lagos sfate an 1
February 2015. Several others wera injured in the cash while dangeros
weapons used by hoodlums were recoverad by the polica

- Un 3 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p 4} reported that a faw

hours after Soldiers and vighanle members defesled invading Boko
Haram fighters along Damboa and Dikwa roads in Borno State on 1
February 2015, many others who atiempled io enler the state capital
through Baga town were killed st a village near the 7 Divisign
headguarters,

- Dn 3 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.39) reparted thal on 30

January 2015 a gang of armed men raided = nerder's hamlet of Lanto, in
Chibiri ward of the Kuje Area Councll in the FOT from where they
kidnapped a marred woman and an eighl year-old boy. The Commission
immediately referred this case to the Manitoring Depariment ta fallow up
the investigation of tha incident byiha police,

On 4 February 2075, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.4) raparied that
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Chadian troops have arived in Nigenia to jgin the baltle againsl militant
Islamist graups, Boka Haram, Direclor- General of National orieniation
Agancy (NOA), said with the arrval of the Chadian troops tar join the
mutinationa! task farce. fighting is now focused on Ihe north-eastern town
of Gambory, in Borne State.

57.  On 4 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper {p.4) reported that the
United nations Security Council has condemned ihe continued
eccatation of attacks perpetratad by Boko Haram terronist, including the
1 February 2015 attack in Maiduguri, Migesia.

3% On & Febreary 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.34) repanied thal
Boko Haram fighters killed nearly 70 civilians and six soldiess in an
onslaught on the Camercon border town of Folakod an the 4th of Feb.
3015, a Camerocn security told AFP.

39, On 5 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.6) reported that
people fiving on the outskiris of Maidugun were Seen leaving their
homes on & February 2015 over rumoured plans by Boko Haram
militanis to attack the city again.

40,  On 5 February 2015, the Daiy Trust newspaper (p.T) teported thal
Chad's army had killed more than 200 Boko Haram insurgents on Ine
3rd of Feh, 2015 in a battie in tha North-eastern Migeran towns of
Gambaru and Ngala, which are near the border with Cameroon,

41, On 9 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper {p.7) reported that
Internally Displaced Persans (IDPS), mostly from Damboa LGA of
Borno Stale and Guiiba and Gulani LGAs of Yobe State on 7 February
2115 said that tha govesnment has asked them ta vacate tha camp. The
IDPs were taking refuge at the Wura Briji camp in Gombe State,
following Boka hasam atiacks on their towns and vilages.

42 On 10 Fabruary 2015, the Nigerian Trbune newspaper (p.2) reported
that on the night of & February, 2015 the Nigerian military reziated an
attlempt by the Islamic sect, Boka Haram, to caplure Dambea, a5 men of
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nt tha milizary, in conjunction with lecal vegilantes, popularly called Civilian
JTF, repeled their attacks killing not less than 82 insurgenis.

43. On 10 February 20135, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper {p.2) reported that
an 9 February 2015, members of the Islamic exiremists, Boko Haram
pushed their conflict further into neighbouring countries with altacks on
Cameroon and Niger Republic, abducting more than 30 people including
those aboard a packed bus.

44, On 10 February 2015, the Migerian Tribune newspaper (p.2) reported that a
report from Niamey, Capital of Miger Republic, on Monday Sth of Feb, 2015
said (hal the Boka Haram seci attacked a prison in the coundry avermight.
The attack allegedly happened, hours before Niger's pariament was due
to vole on joining 4 regional offensive against the mildants,

45. On 11 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.3) reported that Niger
forcas on Tth of Fab, 2015 killed over 300 Bako Haram members in Diffa
fown.

46, On 11 Fabruary 2015 the Nigerian Tribune newspaper (p.42) reported that
the country home of Governor Gabriel Suswam has been devastated with
the invasion of Fulani herdsmen, leading to the death of aboui 18 persons
in the fast few days.

47, On 11 Febraary 2015, the Migeran Tribure rewspaper (p.43) reported that
the Dirsctor-General of the Mational Emergency Management Agency
(NEMA), Muhammad Sani-Sidi, has constituted a high-powerad
investigative panel to look into allegations of rape and chifd trafficking In
some Intemally Displaced Persons camps in the North-East,

48 On 11 February 2015, the Daifty Trust newspaper (p.10) reparted that
displaced persons from Monguno Local Government of Area Borno State
on the 10th of Feb, 2015 received 5 miflion naira lifehine from the state
Commissioner for Justice, Barrister Kala Shehu and a member
rapresenting Monguno federal constituency at House of Representatives,
Mohammed Tahir Manguna.
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On 12 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.4) reported that
hundreds of Boka Haram insuwrgents were killed and several others
captured alive by Chadian lroops

On 13 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribure newspaper (p.11) reported not
less than 10 people were allegedly killed on 12 February 2015 at Biu
central market in Biu LGA of Bomo Slate, whar a suspecied female
suickle bomber detonated a bomb in the midde of the market.

On 13 February 2015, the Nigenian Tribure newspaper (p.11) raporied that
tha Federal Government restated an 12 February 2015 it would check the
activities ~ Boko Haram insurgents in the Northeas! and sacure the area
for the forthcoming general election, The Coordinator for the National
Information Centre, Mr, Mike Omeri, gave the assurance while giving an
update on the security situationin the Norheast

On 73 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.4) repored that a
farnale suicide bomber on 22 Febnaary 2015 blew hersalf up and killad six
other people at Kasuwar Jagweal (GSM market) in Potiskum, Yobe State.

_ On 23 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper (p.3) reporiad that

on 23 February, 2015, 11 people were allegedly kiled and 66 others
critically injured. as & female suicide bomber detonated an improvised
explosives device at the GSM Marketin Potiskum, Yobe Siate,

On 24 Febraary 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.8) reporied that
members of Boko Haram on the 22nd of February. 2015 attacked
Ngeizarma town, Fune Local Govemment Area of Yobe State and bumt
dawn a military camp and trailers kaded with graing

On 26 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.6) reported that Palice
in Kano have arrested an elderly woman named Hajiya Aisha Maijamaafor
allegedly sponsoring 23 political hugs toorganize political viclence.

On 27 February 2015, the Punch newspaper (p.8) reported that on the 27
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February 2015, 27 persons wWefe alegadty killed in Jos when sucile
bombers attacked, also leaving many injured persons.

On 28 February 2015, the Punch newspapar (p.4B) reponied that on 28 of
Fehruary 2015, 18 persons Were allegadly killed in & bomb biast that took
place at Bauchi Road Motar Parkin Jos.

On 26 May 2016, the Diaily Mail reported that suspected Fulani herdsmen
killed 23 persons in @ clash with tncal farmers in Benue state, The Fulani
have accused the farmers of stealing their cattie. and the largely Chiristian
barmars have accused the herdsmen of desiroying their crops

On21 July 2015, International Business Times reported that US President

Obama pledged support to the Nigerian govemment in s effort to combal
Bk Haram, In June the US announced it would send military (rainers 1o

help the Migerian miltary improve its intelligence gathering and logistics.

50 On 18 November 2015, USAToday newspaper reported that within the |ast
24 hours, multiple tarrarist attacks in Nigaria had lefi at least 48 paople
dead. The attacks targeted busy markets in Kano and Yola. Although
nabody immediately claimed responsibility for the attacks, they were
linked Lo Boka Haram

§4. On 18 November 2015, the New York Times reported that Boko Haram has
hacome the warld's most deadly termornst group, ahead of SIS and other

terrarisicells.

&7 On 5 December 2015, the Council an Forgign Relations published an
article finking ethnic and religicus conflict in Nigeria with the effacts of
climate change. The article highlights haw ecological changes are driving
w&gratk:nmpmsuitaﬂandmre syitable for agriculture and grazing.

Rocommendations

The Commission & extremely concemad with the frequency and scale of
iarrorism and inter-communal violence in Nigerla. Accordingly, the
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Gammssmn undertakes io:
Use its powers 1o investigate instances of terrorism and infer-communal
violence reported to it, and use its powers to ensure accountability for
perpetrators and adeguate remedy for victims

Commence 3 public sensitization campaign aboul fights of citizens and
how to access the services and remedies available through the
Commission

Diglogue with states in the Middle Belt towards frying to find lasting
sofulions o the increasing clashes between pastoralist herders and
farmers

Additionally, the Commission makes the following
recommendations:

Tothe Federal and State govemments:

Use available resources to priorlize addressing the rool causes of
terrorism and inter-communal violance, including socio-economic
desparities, underdevelopmeant (schoots, health facilities, roads, and other
services), and lack of rule of taw

Ensure that all instances of excessive use of force by the Army and othar
secunty forces are investigated and perpetrators are brought fo justies

To the Nigerian Army, Police Force and other law enforcement agencies:
Ensure that the use of farce is ﬁ&cﬂssar'g.r. justified, and propartionate in all
circumstances

Support community policing as part of localized solufions fo inter-
commiunal conflicl

Promptly prosecute all suspects of terrorism before a court of competant
jurisdiction, and end the use of prolonged pre-irial detention under ad
circumstances
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CHAPIR 12:

Corruption
Infroduction

Corruption is “an abuse of entrusted power for privale gain® (Transparancy
Ftemational), Corruption generally refars o dishonest or fraudulert conduct
by people vested with authordty and usually takes the form of bribery,
ratification {e.q. giving/recening gifts) or may be seen in the way and
ner issues are handlied and conducted within a system,

opposite of corruption is good governance, o the practica of ensuring
reater satisfaction of people of a saciety, ihrough entrenching transparency,
countability, respect for hurman rights and the rule of law. The quality of
ance that citizens enjoy s directly linked to the level of comuption,
nsparency, and accountzhility in the provision of public services,

Unfortunately cormeption permeates the political, socic-economic, religious,
nsiitutional, and judicial life of Nigeria if not curbed, corruption will further
impoverish the country with its negative effects cn the populace, Cormuption
frives in a society where punishment for cormupt practices is inadequate or
non-existent. Historicalyy, very few officials have been punished for stealing
massive amounts of money and resources from official budgsts.

Nexus between corruption and human rights

Carrupfion deprives the state of its capacity to mest its obligations to respact,
protect, and fulfill the human rights of its citizens, Corrugtion drains public
resources thersby maintaining widespread poverty, exclusion and inequality,
hunger, i¥iteracy, pooe medical care, increased infant and maternal mortality,
goar amenities, and insecurity. Carruption also often results in show economic
growth and underdeveloprment, as well as poor infrastructure and SBIVICES.

Background on fight against corruption in Nigeria
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Conscious efforts dinectad at fighting corruption in Nigena began during the
1970s. However, carruption proliferated during the 1530z and
1980s5—leading then President Olusegun Obasanjo, in his inaugural speech
in 1999, to slate:

‘the rules and reguiations for doing official business were deliberataly
fgnored, sef aside or bypassed fo faciitale comupt prachices, instead of
progress and development, which we am entitied fo, excepl those wha
goven us. We expenenced in the iast decade and half and particulary In the
Jast but one regime, persistent daterioration in the weakening of alf
instititions.”

Hewever, in 2015 Transparency International reported that high levels of
corruption continue to persist in Nigeria, indicating that the country has
performiad poorly in the Corruption Perception Index—ranking 136" out of the
168 countries surveyead, This marks aniy a very slight improvement from 2012
when itwas ranked 138"

infernational legal framework

To ensure that the fight against corruption is won, anti-cormuption legiskation

must be putin place, and laws making certain forms of comupdion illegal must

be upheld. Nigeria is a party to sevesal regional and intematicnal convenfions

and agreements that pariain to corruption. These includa the UN Canvention

Against Corruption (UNCAC), the African Union Convention on Preventing

and Combating Corruption, and the ECOWAS Protocol. Aithough Nigenia has
signed and ratified the UNCAC and UNTOC treadies, it has yet fo demesticate

these instruments.

The LINCAC applies fo the prevention, investigation, and prosecufion of
corruplion and to the freezing, seizure, confiscation, and retumn of the
proceeds of offences established in accordance with this convention. Article 5
(Preventive anfi-coruption policies and practices) states that each State
party shall, in accordance with the fundamental principles of its legal system,
develap and implement or maintzin effective, coordinated anti-cormuption
palicies that promate the participation of society and reflect the principles of
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rute of law, proper managament of public affairs and public proparty,
zavity, transparency and accountability.

s African Union Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption has
datory requirements for declarafion of assets by designated public
ialz and restrictions on immunity for public officials. Article 5 (2) calls for
s parfies 1o strengthen national control measures to ensure thal the
fing up and operation of foreign companies in the territory of the state party
all be subjectad to the respect of the national legistation in force. Article 19
s on State parfies to collaborate with the counties of origin of multi-
anals o criminafize and punish the praclice of secret commissions and
h=r forms of cormupt practices during infernational trade transactions. 1t also
courages all counties to take legislative measures fo prevent cormupl
hlic: officials from anjoying illegally acquired monies.

ha ECOWAS Protocol on the fight against comupfion requires that each
ste party create effective mechanisme for preventing, punishing and
adicating corruption, as well as boost the cooperation between states

ies with a view to improving the efficiency of measure for combating
ption and promoting the harmonization and coordination of national
s and poiicies for combating corruption.

gerian legal context

any of the provisions of the above intemational freaties have aiso been
afted into domestic laws, such as the Independent Corupt Praclices and
ar Rolated Offences Commission (ICPC) Act, Economic and Financial
imes Commission {EFCC) Agt, Public Prosecution Act, and criminal laws
g. Criminal Code and Penal Code;.

Jeria has also established anti-graft agencies 1o combat cormuption, such

Office of the Auditor-Ganaral at the federal and state levels

Ecanomicand Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC)

Independent Comupt Practices and Otrer Related Offences Commissian
(ICPC;)
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Migarian Exiractive Indusings Transpanency Inifiative {NEITI)

Coce of Canduct Bureau [CCB) and Code of Conduct Tribunal {CCT)
Fiscal Responsibility Commission

Bureaus o Public Procurames{ BFPs) at the fedaral and slaba lavess

Progress lowards eliminating corruption in Nigeria

Daspite the legal framework, which prohibits comuption and establishes anii-
corruption watchdogs, cormuplions siill remain pervasive al all levels of [he
government. The war against coruphion was a key part of Buhari's election
campaign and remains a pricity of his goverrment, Despite this, asidde froma
handful of investigations by the anti-cormuption agencies, through the end of
2015, much work remains to be dona. To effectively root oul carmuption in
Nigeria, there is need for mora synergy batween the efforts of anti-comuption
agencies, as well as stronger protections forwhistle blowers and witnesses of
corruption, and more effective cour processes.

Complaints received by the Commissien

In the pariod under review (2015}, the Commission received coly one casaon
corrupbon. However, the Commission does have a policy to refer any such
cases to the appropriate authorties that have the mandale to prosacule
crimes related ta comuption {e.g. EFCC. ICPC, etc).

1. On 18" Juna 2015, the Commissicn recaived a complaint fom residents of Akws
Ibom siate who complained of arbitrary taxation authorzed by Local
GovernmantAuthorifies of Akwa |born State contrary to the circular ssued by the
Migeran Police Foroe, Akwa Ibom State Command, with referance number AZ:
SI0VAISPPRONVOL 4116 as alrected by the LGP In particutar hay
complained of aleged Intmidation and harassment that they suffer from
reprasentative of Local Government Authorities wio compal them to buy tickels
and emblerms randomly a1 prcas ranging from M50,

Othercases reported/ documented

In the periad under review (2015), there were coanfless reports in the media
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on incidenis of flagrant cormuption in Migera. Several of tha most notable
cases. included

-
L)

n

Cin 18 September 2015 the Code of Conduct Tribunal issued an armos! warant
against Bukola Sarski, the sitting Senato President for cormuption refated in
fakse declaration of assets with the Code of Conduct Bureau white he was
goverror of Kwara stete: The charges include, flling lo declare some assets
Wi Inoffice as govemor, aoquining assels beyond his legitmate Earningﬁ_&m.‘-
operating forgngn bank stcounts while beng a pubdis officer

On 21 July 2015 the former Chaisman of the Pension Reform Task Team,
Abdigrashead Maina, and 3 others were charged before a Fedaral High Court
for 24 courts of corruption refated 1o fraudulent biomelic contracts: through
which he and the others allogedly stele over 2 Billion Mera of pension funds,
Waina refused 1o agpear for Inal. and therefore on 2 Novamber 2015 the EFCC
declarad him wanled

On 8 November 2015 tha former Chairman of the Economic and Financial
Crmes Commission (EFCC), Ibrahim Lamorde, was removed from his post
over aliegations that he fraudulenty diverted over 1 trllion Nalra in procesds
recoverad by the EFCC

On 1 December 2015, National Sacurity Advisor Samibo Dasuki was arsgted by
the State Securty Service for allegediy stealing 32 billlon in connection 1o 2
probe Infe the spending of former president Jonathan's administration on asms
meant for the miSary campaign aganst Boko Haram. Four others were alss
arrestad far their part in the scandaland nuimerous Nigerian newspapersimadia
pubishers wene investigated for receiving O millon Naira from the Ofice of the
Natenal Securty Aoviser,

Un 14 December 2015 the former director genersl of the Nigaran Maritme
Adrministration and Safely Agency (NIMASA), Patrick Sladeks Akpobolokemi
was rearrested by the EFCC, progecuting him and five other staff of the agancy
for allegedly staaling 2 6 Belion Matra from the sgency

Recommendaticns

The Commission rmares the following recommendations:

Stafe of Human Hights Raper 2015 133




Tothe Federal Governmeani”

Ensure all polices and acfivfies smed at stamping out comupbon ase rol
bizsedorzelectivein Meir application, and are devord of political ~luencs

Totha Nationa! Assembly and Slate Houses ol Azsembly:

Enact legistation that provides rabus! pralections for whistie-biowers who repor
cases of carruption

Enact state-devel freedom of information laws to enable the pubbs lo fresly
request and recetve public documents, paricu'arfy around procurement
contracts, and budgets

To the EFCC and the ICPC;

Embrace ther mandates fo combat corruption by putting in place effectve
mechanisms to prevent cormuption as wall as pursuing mere cases of high-ievel

corruption

Once convictions in cazes of corruplion are oblained, the Commission
recommiands that both instiutions make concerted efforts fo publicize the cases
and findings to ensure that more Megerianz are aware of the consequences of
corruption

Account for all menies and other assets/propedies recoverad in & franspanent
and tmedy manner, and maitain a public register of such mores and assets
racovered that is domiciled with &n ingependent body such as the Mational
Human Rights Commigsian

Mainstraarn human rghts Int all aspects of ther aperslions ard work wih a
broad aray of gowemmental and non-governments! stakeholders, inciug no the
Mafional Human Rights Commission and civi sosiely srganealions

To the Migerian Police Force:
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investigate &l allegations of police corruption and punish perpeiratins af
eofruption within the police force o the full exdent of the aw

install cameras In 8 poboe stations and pobice operational vehicles to track
activities and conduct of potice officers while on afficial duty

Ensure that all Police Ofiicers wear boidly engraved name lags on poth ther
unitarms and vests sothatthey can be easily Idantified, even from a far distance

Crack dovn on palice officars who extort mongey from Individuals at road blocks,
during mass arrests, and otherwize
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CHAPTR 17%:
Access to Justice& Independence of the Judiciary
Accessto Justice
Introduction

The term access to justice means that Pecpia wha are in need of help are
to find effective solutions availaple thraugh existing justice systems, which :
accessible, sffordable and comprehensive and which disperse justice fai
speadly and without discrimination, Without affective access 1o Justice. ther
no effective legal protection of human rights.

One impotant measure of access io justice is the access of poar a
disadvantaged persans to fai, effective, and accountable mechanisms for t
protection of rights and resclution of corflicis. This includes the ability
participate in law-making and law-implementing processes and institutians, o
also about empawering paor and disadvantaged groups including minariti
women, chidren, people living with HIVIAIDS, and paople with disabilitie
amang others, to seek remedies forinjustice.

Strengthening the formal justice sector is Critical fo promofing access i justic
but the formal fustice sector alone cannat Quarantee access to justice if t
oopulatonis unaware of |Fir rights, or unzble to access justice institutions di
G physical. financial, or other barriers. Indeed. most dispules are sette
through non-formal mechanisms, and therefore out of court means of dispul
‘Bseiubior s play a gritical role in access o justice.

Access tojustice in Nigeria

The pamary barrier 1o accessing the forma: justice system in Nigeria is mone
Hiring & lawyer and filing a case in cour can be very costly, Additionall
pursuing justice has certain other Opportunity costs, such as time spent awa
from income-generating activities, which most negatively impact the poal
Other significant obstacles inciude excessive delay in the administration o
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Etice (2.0, Casas i courtane very sow, ypically requining many years before
scluticn], and comuption (e.g. podice refusing o inveshigale & case unless
ey ars mobilized” with maney)

be Logal Aid Council of Nigenia (LAC) is the primary instiution asked with
psuring indigent Miganans have access 1o justice. However, e LAC is
sscively underfunded and understaffed, and Sherefare are unable fo fulfil
BEir mancate

be bigoest lega! reform that eoourred In during the reperting perod was the
foring into law af the Administration of Criminal Justice Act (2015) The
Aesiablishes new rues of ciminal procedure far cases fned in Courts in the
T and all other federal courts fhmughout the country, Generally, the AGIA
s 1o promote mare efficient management of the cniminal jusbce system, The
J& includes provisions for conduct of arresl, issuance of warranis,
estigation, triaf, conviction, imprisonment, and plea bargain, among cther
porovemenis

lamplaints received by the Commission

the period under review (2015), the Commission received several
amplaints relating to acoess to justicain Nigena. These include:!

1. Cl2015112/KD

B 14 Senternber 201 5, the Public Complaints Commission of Kaduna referred
compialint 1o the Commission that criginated from the Kaduna State Tanker
vers Association. The complaint alleged that one of the Asscéiation's
pembers, Ahmadu Shehu was detained at Rigasa Pofice Staticn In Kaduna
jawiutly. and requested Lo pay the sum of Na5.000 by the Judgeof the Shara
purt Rigasa. withoul justification.

2. CRR0S001KD

b 8" January 2015, Aisha Rabo petifioned the Commission stating that the
masa Shana Court that decided on her case has refused fo enforce it
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Juclgrnent after four vears. Ms. Rabo alleged that she approached the court
regisiry on several oocasions on the issue but no action has been faken to
effect the udgment.

3. Cl2015/38/KD
On 5" May 2015 Mr. Morday Gwaza petitionad the Commissian stating that be
was enlisted in the Migerian Police Force on 1 June 2002, with Force Ne.
2402347, ard was dismissed on 27 July 2013, He stated thaton 15 May 2073 he
sigred for a palice pistol and afler closing from duty, he ook the pistol home
heping fo retum it the next day bt there was robbery at his house and the pistal
was siolen. After an Orderly Room Trial, Mr. Gwaza was detamed for twa
manths and dismezsed. The complainant appealed fo the Inspector General of
Pelice who directed the Commissioner of Police to farward the praceedings fo

his office to enable him take action. However, the proceedings of the Orderly

Reoom Trial cannot be found.

4. C/2015M6/B
O 13" May 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Mr. Bright
Ekpetubu alleging thal his younger brother Gabriel Ekpetubu has been
uniawiufly detained at Sapete Prison in Defla State for the past ten years and
awaiting frial Hewas first remanded to prisen 2005 and has coly been taken to
court for ahearing on hiz case once since than (in 2007),

On raceivirg this complaint, the Commissicn investigated Gabrigl Ekpetubu's |

case which ultimately led o his re-areaignment
Other cases reported /documented

In the period under review {20%5), there were some repeds in the media
ralating ipaccess o justice in Nigena. Thesenclude:

1. On 3 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribune reparted (pg. 10) thal some 48
hour after judiciary workers in Rivers State called off their eight month old
strike, three High Cowrt premises in the state wenl up in flames on 2
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February 2015 a5 they were bombed by yel 1o be wenfified persons, The
affected courls were in Degema, ik, and Port Harcourt. However, no
life weas st

2. On&February 2015, the Migerian Tribune reportad [pa. 55} that the Rivers
State government has alleged that fve state High Courls wers aftacked by
urknewn persans in a muitiple incidents that cocwermad on 2 Febnzary 2015
and not three as reporied The Chief Regisirar of the state High Court,
Leonard Adok:, deciosad inan official repert ar the dynamite geplosions,
ligting the courts as thase in Port Harcourt, Degema. Isiokpo, Omoku and
Ahcada. The Commissicn's Monitonng Department should monior the
outcome of the police irvestgation into the incidents.

Independence of the Judiciary
Introduction

Closely refaled to access 1o justica is the independence of the judiciary. The
right to a competant, indeperdent, and impartial tribunal is articulated in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights [Aricle 10} and the International
Covenant an Civil and Palitical Rights (Article 14), a5 well asin regiona! treaties
and conventions including the Africar: Charter on Hurnan and Poples Rights
(Article 7).

The UN Basic Principles on the Indspendence of the Judiciary set out the
glements of the independence of the judiciany As a basic premise, the
ndependenca of the judiciary mus! be quaranteed by the Slale and enshrined
n the Consbbutan or in the iaw of the country, The fudiciary must decide matters
mparlially on the basis ¢f facts and the application of law. without any
restrictions, improper influsnce, nducament. pressure, threals. or inerferance
The courts themselves shall decide whather they have jurisdiction o hear a
matier, Thare musi be ro unwarranted mterference with the judicial procass,
inciuding the assignment of judges, by the ather branches of govermment
(legisiative and executiva)

Judicial independence has many companents, including:
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impartiality. judges make cecisions based upon a dispassionate
apolcation of law tothe facts rather than bias in favour ofone party

Political insularity: judges ars not subject to removal from office or threats
for reaching decisions that are unpepuiar with govemment officialz or
anyane else

Institytionai gutonamy: the judiciary is largely se -aeveming, is not subiect
o palitical cuts to its budget, and is free from, aommisirativa interference

Legal aythority: the judiciary possesses genuine powers to detanming
questions of law and fact in all cases, including these involving the
exectitive branch

Legitimacy: the judicial branch s recognized by the Constitubion, athar
political branches and civil society as 4 separale antity with the lagitimate
pUrpose afuphalding the rude of law

Probity: the judge is immune io bribes, favourz, and olber forms of
infiruence that might affectimpartiality

Judicial independanos is 2 necessary conddion for the judiciary to exercise
effective control over tha abuse of political Power and ensure ocess o justice
far the poar,

Judicial indepandence in Nigeria

The 1988 Consfitution provides for separation of powers betyeen the: different
arms of government, even thaugh the executive still wiglds a lot of power in the
area of judicial appointments and remuneration of judicial officers, The largest
factor that threatans the independence of the [udiciary in Nigeria is Gorruption -
this includes not enly ludges being suscepiible o bribes and bias, but alsg
others within the judicial system, such as the DPP, the registrar, the sourt glerk.
and bailiffs among others.,
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scommendalions:
he Commission undertakes to;

Carry aut public education and SWaAraness-raising campaigns about the
nahts ofindigent persans ta free lagal counci

Work with the Legal Ald Council and ather free legal aid providers (e.g,
Lagos State Office of the Pubiic Defender) to ensure acoess to fegal
services forindigentindividusls

ne Commission makes e fallo WIng recommendations:

Tothe Federal Government-

Institutionalize and encourage the use of altemative dispute resalution
mechanisms in order to reduce the backlog of cases currently pending
before the courts and the massive population of pra-irial detainess

Provide adequate financial resources to the Legal Aid Council and the
Office. of the Public Defender for the appaintment of more lawyers to
enabda them fo effectively carmy ount their work

Ensure the financial autonomy of the judiciary as 1o prevent any form of
influence or cormuption

Establish more couns and appaint more judges to enable more expaditious
and proximate adjudication of cases

Esiablish automated case fling and management systems, as well ag
electronic payment of all fees for filing and serving court Processes inorder
to-eliminate corruption and bigs of court officials

State governments:

Eslablish free legal aid clinics 1 provide legal advice and services 1o
indigent individuals
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Urgently underiaka reforms Lo reduce the fangperiods of pre-frial detention
To the Nigerian Patice Farce

Conduct timefy ang diligent investigation of Cases before arresis ara
faniadnutsuasmﬁmmegedpre-!ﬁaldﬁteﬁHm

Do not detain suspects beyond the requisita 24 or 48 hours, depending on
proximity o the nearesicourt, as stipulated by he 1598 Constitution

Ensure that ne siatements fram suspects are ohtained under duress
ramemyarianﬂama&m:aﬁm'

Promate tha use of Public interest fitigation by advocacy groups and others
tochalienge the lagaﬁtynmh:ﬂrninamfy government magsures

Support and create paraiegal schemes offaring legal assistancs, advige,
and altemative dispute resalution senvices at the grass rots

Encourage all members ofthe NBAt hangle public interest cages 0 a pro-
bono basis




CHAMR 14

Sexual and Gender Based Violence
reduction

#oned info law the Violenre Against Pamsons {VAP) Act
sminate all forms of violence in puUBlic and private (ife. The signing into |law of
AP Act 2015 is the culmination of 14 years of advocacy by the Legislative
dvacacy Coalition an Viglancs Against Woman, among athers. It only partially

imesticates CEOAW. and ealy applies in the FCT. For the VAP Act 2015 1o
pply toother states, I must be passed by stata-level legestatunes,

sction 357 of the Nigerian Criminal Code Act (applicable in the Southern

iates ) defines rape a8 "unlawid camal knowiedge of a woman arairl, withaut
= consent.” Lack of consent can ba found whers it was ohiai

2 in the Northam slates) is very similar lo the
ugh it expressly states tha a husband cannot rape
o puberty”. However. tespite what the [aw says,

143

geran Criminal Code, tha
wife “if she has attzined
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Urgently undertake reforms to reciuce the long periods of pre-trial detention
T the Nigenian Police Fora:

Conduct timely and diligent nvastigation of cases before armesis are
carried mtmastnﬁmilpm{mged pre-rial delenticn

Do not detain suspects beyond the requisite 24 or 48 hours, depending on
proximity to the nearest courl. as slipufated by the 1998 Constitytion

Ensure that ne siatements from suspects are oblained under durass
To the Nigerian Bar Azsociatipn:

Promole the use of public interast litigation by advacacy groups and others
to dmlhgemalmaﬁnmfdimﬁmimm government measures

Support and create paralegal schemes offering legal assistance, advice,
and aitemative dispute resolution services atthe grass roots

Encourage all members of the NBA ig Randle public interest cases on a pro-
bong basis
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most accused persons are never brought to justice. These zre anly 3 few
domestic laws that expressly address infimete partrier vicksnes (e.g. Lagos
Stale Protection Against Domestic Viotence Law, 2007), thought bach the
Criminal Code and Penal Code criminalize assault and batiery,

In most cases sexual and gender based offences are freated a5 a 'domestic
issue’ and as such treated with laxity by law enforcement agencies. This is
further compounded by shoddy investigation by the Police, gender
discrimination, and insensitivity o the plight of victims, Add this to the already
acute fear of stigmatization, cultural barmiers and lack of instifutional support for
survivors, and itis no surprise that sexual viclence is rarefy reparted

Complairis recaived by the NHRC

The National Human Rights Commission recelved many complains relating o
sexual and gender based viclence during this reporting period - predominatey
related to domestic violence andior sexual vialence, A vast majority of those
subject to sexual violence were children (see next chapter for more general ;
discussion of the rights of the child). These cases are incredibly difficult to |
address where government authorifies do not enforce the law or investigation |
requirements, complainants often drop or stop responding to the investigation |
by the Commission, and respondents offen disappear. The nature of these |
cases has alse meanl that the Commission has often decided to mediate and
seek @ memarandum of understanding rather than pursue greater police |
imvohament inta the criminal natuere of some ofthe walence.

1. Cl2015M8/KD

On 18" February 2015 the Commission recelved a complaint from Cecilia
Tambaya of the State Ministry of Women Affairs stating that she was informed
of a rape, commitied by Mr. Dauda Yakubu, aged Sdvears, of a minor named
Goodness Samaila Umar son, aged 13years, in Angwan Tanko, Kasuwan
Magani, Kajuru LGA, Kaduna, According to the complainant, the matfer has
alreadly been reported to the police and she has spoken with the eyve-witness.

8 Cl2015/54/AKS
On 26" August, 2015, the Commission received a complainl from the elder
brother to Ofonime Saturday. He allagad that Ms. Saturday was lured by Mr.
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Bunday Etuk-ude {ar elderly man in his sbxies) on several cocasions, who had
wilawfi carmal knowledpe of her and gave she vichim gifts in cash severally. The
somplainant alleged that the alieced violator threatened the victim if she foid

Ve,

1 Cr2015/38/AKS

on 16" April, 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Anietie Qlkon
Siaotte. who 15 married to X customarily, who she alleged threataned her life
ratty and asked her to abort & six month old pregnancy, offering the sum of
windred thousand naira and endangering herlife.

Cl201545/AKS

On 8" August, 2015, the Cemmission received a complaint from Oblanuju
siindy, who married Mr, Ignatius tkejindu in Octobar 2001 Together they had
o kids, Obirna Ikejindu and Chinaza sejindu. Ms. lkejundu abeged that she
as assaulted and battered on several occasions by the alleged violator while

e was pregnant

CI2015M101/AKS

On 30" Oetober 2015, the Commission received a complaint from X who was
sssaufted by Y. X alleged that she had ta leave the house lo save her life and
she lefiwith the kids. Howener, before she could, Y abducted theér children, and
as nat allowed X 1o access to ber children since then,

Ci201522/AKS
In 8" August, 2015, the Commission received a complaint from X who alieged
gl because she is 3 female child her Uncie's son {Idongesit Edet Udo) sold her

gther's property,

. CI2015/41/AKS

on 197 June, 2015, the Commission received a complaint from X, a widow of
r, Enefiok Juseph Jeramiah, whom she was legally married in 2008, Together
sy had three female children. In 2011, Mr. Jeremiah passed away and her in-
aws, drove har away from her husband's house and denied her access other
sroperty (10 rooms) belonging to her late husband,
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8. CIRO15/46/AKS

On 4" August, 2018, the Commission received a complaint from Maureen
Francis Nkang who alleged that upon the death of her parents, Stanley Francis
Nkang, her only brother assumed ownership of their late parenis estate. Ms,
Nkaryg was pravented from inheriting any property on the grounds thal she is
farnale, and hence has no right to inheritance. The complainant furher alleged.
that this action has thrown her and her sisters out of schoo! because of fack of
fund for schacl feas

: § NGSO/2015/021

On 31" August 2015, the Commission recefved a complaint from 18 year-otd
Saidu Victoria Salamatu from Nasarawa State. She aleged that there is plot
and attempt to farcefully give her oul lo mariage against her wish, and denyirg
her the opportunity o pursue her aducation.

10.  Cl20150298

On 10" August, 2015, the Commission racelved a complaint from X whoalleged
that she had been married to Y since 121h April 2009, and together with her
husband had two chitdren. X further alfeged that Y constant'y beat her, and
refused togive her money for feeding, and forcefully ook custocy of chitdran.

On recaipt of this comptlaint, the Commission intervened and the matter has
been resolved.

1.  Cl2015017i8 _
On 18" May, 2015, the Commission received a complaint from X who alleged
that she was mamied to the ' since 2004, and together with her husband had
twao childran. X further alieged constant beating during pregnancy and Y's
refusal to give her money for feeding and children's school fees.

On receipt of this complaint, the Commission intervened and the matter has
besn rasoived.

12. Cr2015/01/8
On 2 Februasy, 2015, the Commission received a complaint from X who
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alleged that ¥ abandored her and their fwo children, namely Victory
Dsacenaga Osahon (7 years old) and Wilkams Ewinosa Osahon (4 years
ald).Furthermare, Yrefused to bring money for the childéren's’ school fess and

upkeep.

The Commission intervened in this case and the husband now makes
payments fowards the upkeep of the children and their educational pursuits.,

13.  Cl2015M032B
On 27" Muagust 2015, the Commission received a complaint from X who alleged
aton 15 August 2015 at T:30pm Ms. Nasiru Zaurety, who s a 10 year-ald g,
was sent by her mother's fiend fo go meet her husband (Y, the allegad vialator)
in his stare and collect a handset from kim. When sha got to the store and
anquirad aboul the handset, Y asked Ms. Zauretu ta ga into the comer of the
bstore to colkect il As soor as she bent down to take the phene the alieged
violator grabbed her from behind, He forcefully insered his penis into het
agina. Blood gashed out of her vagina as a resull. When Y was done having
sy with her, he threatened her thal she dared not tell any person that he
torcefully had sex with her. On her way homea she fainted with blood flowing
ofusely from her vagina and she was rushed to J-M-J Hospital at Auchi. She
foould not tatk for two days thereafter. She was treated at the hespital for five
days and was discharged.

On receipt of this complaint. the Commission immadiately referred the case to
Hhe State C.1D. for immediaie action, The alleged viclator has been arraigned
s the Magisirates' Court at Agbede in Etsako West Local Govemment Area of
‘Edo State, The Edo office of the Commission appears in court on each
adiourned date to 'watch brief for the prosecution. Note however that rape
-ases should be prosecuted at the High Court, and not the Magistrales Court,
gue 1o the severity of thea crime

4. Cl20150378

On 23 September 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Mrs.
Geraldine Ikhioria. According to the complainant, her husband, Mr. Shedrack
woria constanily beats her, and verbally abuses her. She claimed hes
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ot working, and is therefore dependent on Mr. Johnny for almost everyithing. ! 1
I, Johnny withhodds money as a way to punish her, and starve them of food
d oiher basic things. Now Mr. Johnnywants to abandan her and the twins.

» Commission intervened inthis case and it has been successhully resalved.
memargndum of understanding between the parties has been drawn up in

ich Mr. Johnny commits o siop abusirg the complainant, ard to provide
aintenance for her and their children.

Cl2015/036/B

o0 14 Seplember 2015, the Commission received a complairt from Eki
bobomo who raparted that the father of her child, Mr. Chikodi had abandoned
21 and child sinca she put to bed in March 2013 through & Caesarean surgery.
Ir. Chikedi refused fo accept the patemity of the child,

he Commission is prasently warking with the parties to resoive this matter.

: Clei1514/B
n 227 April, 2015, the Commission received a complaint fram X who alleged
al she was married to Y since 2011 under the Matrimonial Causes Act as
pplicable In Defta State and that fogether they had two children, namely
sekurne Princess {3yrs) and Etekume Chidinma (24 months). X alleged thai
ce hier marmiage ta Y, he subjected her io a life of slavery. He forced hes ta da
I house chores even during her pregnancy and immediately afler delivary, Y
2als her if she refuses sax on grounds of iil-health. Furthermare. Y is sexually
ssauiting the children

- Cl2015/18/B
bn 27 May 2015, the Commission received a complaint fram Mrs, Felicia
okopunwu who alleged that her husband, Mr, Vincent Ekunwe had

bandoned her and child. She claimad that for some time he had refused to pay
he Child's school feas.

e Commission is actively trying to resolve this matter,
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21,  Cl2015730/8

On 18 August 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Mrs. Tina
Omarefe who reporied that her huskband Mr, Friday Omorefe had abandaned
her and their childran, She claimed that for some time he had refusad fo give
them money for feeding.

The Commission intervened and resolved this matter

22, CI2015/09/B

On 31 March 2015, the Commission received & complaint from Mrs. liohan
Omorogieva. She alleged that she was accused of having a hand in her
husband's death by the deceased family dus ta her alleged Inficelity. In order to
ascertain the fruth of the matter, the deceased family invaked the dead man's
spirl?, who, accarding to them, attested that it was his wife who killed him due to
ner reckless life style. The traditional consultations were carmied out by the twin
bother of the deceased, named Osarwwense, Mrs. Omorogieva denied the
accusations and stated that her husband died of HIV/AIDS and that it was her
|ate husband who infected her with HIV, because he did nat disclose it 1o her.
She alleged that was only informed by the doctor who was administering drugs
on him.

Mre. Omorogieva was then made to undergo some ridiculous rites such as
drinking the water that was used in bathing her husband's corpse and eating a
piace of kola placed on the corpse's forehead. She was alse lecked out of her
husband's house and palm leaves were fied round the building,

23, Cl2015/042/B

On 26 Oclober 2015,the Commission received a complaint from Emmanuel
Onwubiko, whose sister, Mrs Stella Nwafor, who has been harassed and
maltreated by her husband Mr. Tony Nwafor, Mr. Nwafor prevented her from
doing any frade, and regularly azsaulted her,

The Commission intervened in this matter and it has been successfully
resolvad,
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d.  Cl2o15/011/B

On 14" April, 2015, the Commission received complaint from Haija Kadeija
Agbokinawho alleged that Cr. G, E. Aghokina, a brother to the complainant's
shand, late Mr. Jubsil 1. Aghokina, has not complied with the resolutions af
he family mesting of 17 August 2013, as regards the distribution of her ate
ushand’s estate on behalf of her children wha ara minars {under 12 years).

(25 CI2015/30/KD

Jn 14 April 2015, the Commission received g comptaint from Grace Bemard
0 atleged that since she got marmied 1o Ifeanyichukwu Okeke in September

2013, he has bean beating her, She statad that on % Aprd 2015 he beat her up

fausing a biack eye, and took away her ane year oid son. According to the

somplainant, Mr. Okeke threatened that she will never set her eyes on her child
g3in.

CI2015133/KD

on 14 Qctober 2015, the Commission recaived & cemplaint from Mrs Lucia
“gouwno wha stated that she got married to Alamu Daudain 2010 and together
iih Prer husband had two children, According to Ms, Ogbuwhe, her husband is
affrealing her, and does not give them money for food for her and the children.
subsaquantly, Mr. Daudain threw the complainant out of the house.

a7, Cl2015/34/KD
on 27 April 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Police Constable
=mmanuel Adikpe alleging that Dominic Audy, his orother-in-law, continues to
a8l up his sister, Mrs. Ene Dominic. According to the complainant, Mr. Audy
2als his sister at the slightsst provocation and has done sq repeatedly,
uring her eye in the process. One day Mr. Audu got angry and beat up his wife
ecalse she didn't pick his calts while in the market, He aiegad that Mr. Audu
wew her against a glass room divider and she sustained serious injuries on
= lace. The complainant further afleged that even after he arrested Mr. Auduy
oneaccasian, he still continues this barbaric act.

CI2015M104/KD

on 4 September 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Mrs. Abigail

“Suwexare who claimed she has been married to her husband for five years
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and since they gol mamed her hushanc beats and batters har ragulzzly. On 20
ancd 3 August he threatened ta kil herwith a knife

29. Ci2015M20/KD

On 22 September 2015, the Commission receivad & complaint fram CPL
Theresa Stephen who repored that since she gnt mamied to CPL James
Chindo, he has been baating her

30.  Ci2015130/KD

On 12 October 2015, the Commission received 3 camplaint from Nwa Amaka
claiming that she had a child out of wediock for her bayfriend, ‘faya Ibrahim,
and he beais her all thi time.

3. Cl2014/167/KD

On 27 November 2015, the Commission received a complaint from
Cmowunmi Arokoyo wha claimed that her hushand beats her regularly. She
alleged that on 22 November 2015 her husband beat her up and promisad to
Kill her, She claims she reported the incident 1o the (Gonigora Police Station,
Kaduna, but ihat the police have not taken action.

2.  CR015'09/KD

On 2 February 2015, the Commission raceived a complaint fram Rukayya
Abdufatahl who alleged that her husband regularly beats her and infiicts
injurtes on har. She also alleged that he thraatens her accasionally for not
ransferring ownership of herhousa (o him,

33. Ci2015/22/KD
Cn 16" March, 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Ms, Ann
James alrging that her husband is malireating her

34, Cl201537/KD

Cn 4" May 2015. the Commission recaived a complaint from Safiya Jafar
reported that on 4 May 2015 her san-in-law Shuaibu Sani insults her wheneyar
and maltreats his wife (her daughter).

Sate of Human Rights Reperd 2015 152




33, C2M H52'KD

On 1June 2015, the Commission received a complamt from Mrs, Odeh Stella
Felix who reportied that ber husband beats her reqularly. She also glleged that
hie threatened o kill her f she doasn't give him her car

36.  Ci20151156/KD

On 110" November 2015, the Commission received a compiaint from Mallam
Muhammad that his caughier Salamais has been molested repeatedly by her
nusband. andikat shie suslamed afracture of her hand in 2 recentinciden

1. CRM15004/KD

On 13" danuary 2015, the Commission received a compiairt from Anna Odah
had whohad a relationshipwith MrAlabain 201 0 in Kakuri, Kzduna and became
pregnant 9 months later. Alaba asked Ms. Odeh had to terminate the
regnancy, but she refused. As a resull, the Mr. Alaba abandoned the

complainant with the foetus, She lalsr gave birth o twins, Manasseh and Mercy
rough caesarean section,

Accarding to the Compiainant, the Mr. Alaba planned to mary another woman
United Anglican Church, Kakuri, When Ms. Odeh had found out and reported
imtothe Pastor, the Pastor intzrvened and it was agreed that Mr. Alaba should
y the sum of N207 000 as compansation for expenses incurmed by Mz, Odeh
ad from pregnancy to delivery paid N10,000 manthly and fuififled his parental
ponsibilibes. The alleged violator attested to this agresment by writing an
riaking sigred and thumb-printed by hir, Three years into the agreameant.
. Alaba has reither fulfilled the promises nor given any form of assistance 1o
complairant, and has since disappearad from lown,

Ci2015/008/KD

2" February 2015, the Commission raceivad a complaint from Silas Moses

ay alleging that Nuhu Myam impregnated his sister Mercy Paul Ms. Paul

nt away from their family home by her parents, and she want 1o Nubu Myarm,
acoapted responsibility far her upkeep, However, his parents denied thair

's responsibility, maltraated her, and ultimately forced Ms. Paul to go back to

parent’s house, whete she consequently gave birth to 2 son, The
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complainant further alleged that when the family saw that it was a son, they
came to take him away by force and has denied the vicim and her family
access 1o the child, The complainant also alleged that an 21 January 2013
Nuhw Nyam came to the victim's family house, and beat Ms. Paul to the point
thvat she was hospitalized. Nuhu Nyam was amrested by the Jangidi Poice.,
However Nuhu Nyar's father, who s a serving officer with the Nigerian Police
Farce calied the station and subsequently Nuhu Nyam was released, He
continues to threaten Ms. Paul,

39.  Cl20015/116/KD
On 21 September 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Hussaina
Magaji who slated that she was married 1o her husband for 12 years and
Ingether they had two boys and iwe gils. According o her, aftar the death of
 her husband, she Ieft all the children with her mather in-law, who started
«maitreating the children, Ms, Magali also alleged that the mother in-law said
WId kill the children and inheritwhat their father laft for them.

Ci2015/23/KD

n 2015, the Commission recelved a complaint from Grace Patrick

kK & got pregnant from Oluremi Jonnah at the age of 16 and was
11«%‘* parents. As a result she lived with Mr, Jonnzh and had 5
On &8 o ofwedlock. She afleges that since she has lived with him
FENARY . o “wied 1o domestic vialence, She claimed that Mr. Jonnah
'"WFEE"*&'.&“ o “and throws them out of the house 1o sleep outside. She
transiens” @h‘ ~ps with under aged girs in the neighbaurhood and
o E:? the presence of the children. She stated that she

. ' :
O 16 M ﬁb& tinues to harass her.
Jamesallege. =% U o

> WP 'Q:h“ﬁ

0 A g : | \
Ond” May 2015 @%\?}) \Q;#‘{qﬂ' Wﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂmpdﬂmtﬁmnm, Shaiya
reporied t}.'hﬂ na4F -5 5 aried Shehu Mohammed on

o 2 “ned her severally. She also
R Hﬁmf‘g i 'ﬁa J miscariage, vd"aﬂnﬁ put her life.
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comptainant further afleged that when the family saw that it was a son, the
came to fake him away by force and has denied the victim and her fami
acress to the child. The complainant also alleged that on 21 January 201
Nuhu Nyam came to the viclim's family house, and beat Ms. Paul to the pol
that she was hospitalized. Nuhu Nyam was amested by the Jangidi Palic
Howewer Nubu Nyam's father, who is a serving officer with the Nigerian Polic
Force called the station and subsequentty Nuhu MNyam was released, +
continues to threaten Ms. Paul,

38.  C/20015/118/KD

On 21 September 2015, the Commassian received a complaint from Hussair
Magaii who stated that she was marmied to her husband for 12 years ar
together they had two boys and wo gis According to her, after the death
her husband, she left all the children with her mather indaw, who stark
maltreating the children. Ms. Magaiji also alleged that the mother in-law 53
she would kili the children and inherit what their father left for them.

40,  C/2015/23/KD

On 20" March 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Grace Patri
stating that she got pregnant from Oluremi Jonnah at the age of 16 and wi
sent away by her parants, As a result she lived with Mr. Jonnah and had
children with ham out of wedlock. She alteges that since she has lived with hi
she has been subjected to domestic vidence, She claimad that Mr, Jonm
often beats the children and theows them out of the house to sleep outside. S
further alaged that he steeps with under aged gins In the nelghbourhacd ai
smokes illegal substances in the presence of the children. She stated that sl
has now leftthe house bul he continuas toharass her.

41, CI201524/KD

On 24" March, 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Mrs. Shai
Saleem Lamir alleging that since she maried Shehu Mohammed |
24January 2014 he has assaulted and threatened her severally. She al
claimed that the last assault on her necasioned & miscarriage, which put herl
atrisk.
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42,  Ci2015/61/KD

On 15" June 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Hannatu Baba
wha married Mr. Emmanuel Agadi and togsther had a daughter She alleged
that Mr. Agadi physicafly beat her, abandoned her, and refuses her accsss to
her daughter,

4.  Cl2015/63KD

On 18" June 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Ruth Salibu
solemon stating that she married Solomon Salibu on 22November, 2014, and
since then he regularly beats and insults her,

44,  CI2015/68/KD

On 25" August 2015, the Commission raceived a complaint from Grace Udeh
alleging that her hushand, Johnson Akogwu, threatenad her and drove her out
of her matrimonial hame. She alsn alleged that he is planning to send the
chifdren ko live in the village with his mother even when bath parents reside and
work inKaduna.

45.  C/201595KD

On 24 August 2015, the Commission received a compiaint from Comfon ke
stating that since she married X, he has constantly assautted her and accused
nerofinfidelity. She siated thal lo prave herinnocence. she submitted herselfto
iake an oath called “aleku” ather husband's village for him to take her back,

46.  CI2015M00/KD

On 1 September 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Felica

Moses stating that for 26 years of her mamiage she has faced domestic violence
and her husband has denied her and her chitdren of basic family care, She also

alleged that now that he is retired he plans to sefl their house and has informed

them all 1o find accommodation elsewhera.

47.  Cl2015144/KD

On 26 Oclober 2015, the Commission received & complaint from Blessing Ugah
stabng that her husband has repeatedly violently abused her, and does not live
up to his family responsibilities, She claims that she is the ane that pays for
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clothing, feeding, and house rent.

48.  NHRC/NGSOQ/2015/025

On 5 August 2015, the Commission received g complaint from Miss Comifort
Jacoh who alleged that Mr. Luka Daniel, her partnier, baals her reguiarty, aven
while she was pregnant with their baby,

The Commission summoned Mr, Danie! to our office wheraupon he admitied
his wrangdaing ard apologised ta the complainant and promised nat to repeat
same. Since the maller was zlready with the police before they came to us, we
advised them Lo repart at the paolice staticn and make an underiaking to fve in
peace

43.  Cl2015/07/AKS

On 27 February 2015, the Commission received = complaint fram Ekubiat
Okon Edo who alleged that she was in relationship with Samugi Edet, with
whom she had three children. Howsver at ane point Mr. Edit threw her out of
their family home, and has refused to pay any form of maintenance.
Accordingly, their children are out of school, and even feeding has becoma 2
prablem,

50.  Cr2014/95/AKS

On 8" August, 2015, the Commissian recedved a complaint from X who alleged
that her husband, Mr. Exerele Sunday Umah, is fond of maltreating, humifiafing
and beating her at the shightest provocation. The complainant explainad that
even when her bushand was warned by relatives to desist from such acts. he
has continuec.

51, CI20151 2IAKS

Un & Fabruary, 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Ima Jonah
Jdo who stated that she married Chief Jonah Ude, wha is now late, and with
whaom she had four female children, She alleged that before she got married to
her late husband, ha already had male children fram another woman. Ms. Udo
further alleged that after the death of her nusband, one of her step sons named
Jonah Udo constantly baat her and her daughters. The complainant aleged
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that Jdnah Udo even intimidates her to leave his late father’s compound,

52.  Ci2015/4TIAKS

On 15" August 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Mrs. Emem
Edmond Udofia who abegad that she got married to Mr. Edmond Udofia and
together they had five children. The complainant alleged that they were lving in
paace til 2005 when Mr. Udofia started beating and threatening her with a
machets. She also aleged that as a result of the misundersianding between
her and her husband, her brother-in-faws now seized the opportunity o beat
her and maltreat her

53. CI2015/69/AKS

On & June 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Mrs, Efen J.
Eseneven against her husband Mr James Eseneyen. The complanant
alleged that her husband has been beating her on & daify basis. Mrs. Efen
claimed she has been brufalized and dehumanized by her husband. She
further alleged that she and the children had been abandoned without food or
shelter, and she and the children have resorted to staying in the church and
sometimes in har offica.

54, CI2015/05/AKS

On 10" October 2015, the Commission received a complaint from X who is
legaily married to Y. According to X, since the inception of her marmiage, there
have been constant threats to her life and attempts Yo throw her out of the
housa. The complainant further alleged that their three children have been an
abandoned by Y,

55.  Cl2015M027AKS

On 10" October 2015, the Commission received a complaint fromX who
alleged that her husband had inherited 2 roams in the family compound and a
piece of land from her father-in-law. She alleged that upon the death of her
husband, her in-laws deried her access to the two rooms and threatensed to
take the uncompletad property her husband had erected on his land, and kil
her. She claimed to have reported 1o their village head and that he instructed
her in-kaws lo siop frespassing on her property.
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56,  CI20151TIAKS

On 5" March 20115, the Commissicn recaived a complaint from Mrs. Mfon |dara
ldeh wha allages that her hushand Mr. Kingsley Etim Ebdo beats and abuses
her and abandoned his parental responsibilities. She claims thal Mr, Ebita has
refused 1o take care of his children, since she packed and ran out of his house
dus to the unbearable nature of the abuse.

57.  CI2015/64/AKS

On 28" July 2015, the Commission recehved & complaint from Mrs. Atim Udo
Patrick who got married to Mr. Effiong Bassey Etim in 2014, Mrs. Patrick
claimed that Mr, Etim refused to pay her hospital bits when she had their baby
girl. She also daime at Mr. Etim has refussd to provide for the baby's needs,
and insteas -~ left his responsibilities to her parents. The compiainant further
allaged that Mr. Etim has threatened to take cusiody of the chiid that is just 3
months-ald through any means he can,

58.  CR2015/06/AKS

On 9" September 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Esther
Mzima who alleged that Nsima Udom has neglected his responsibiiities to his
children and family in terms of child wettare, school fzes and health care.

59. Cl2015/43/AKS

On 8" July, 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Joyce Friday
Jacob who alleged that she got married to Thomas Sunday Udoh on December
2009 and together had 2 boys, Atone paint Mr. Lidoh abandoned the chitdren to
her without feeding monay, and began staying out ate at night. Subsequently
he packed herthings and threw them outsida.

60. C/2015/60/AKS

On 14" September, 2015, the Commission received a comglaint from who
alleged that she got marred o Obong Daniel Etim from Oboya lkot liah in Nt
Iom L. . A and togather had two children. On 20 July 2015 Wr. Etim drove hee
and thedr two children out of their home.

61. Ci2015/105/AKS
On 9" November 2015, the Commission received a complaint from¥X wha
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alleged that she is marmied Marshal Ekanem Danisen and together had a son.
Afler five months of their mariage, Mr. Danison began threatening and
physicalty battaring her, degrading and dehumanization her parsenality. He
aaditionally threatened to take their two year-old sen fram her, and serd herout
of theirmatrimonial home

62.  Cl2015/101/AKS

On 307 October 2015, the Commission received a complaint frorm Mrs. Eng
Sunday Wilson who alleged that sha got married to Chief Sunday Wilson
Akpan in 1987 and together had five children. Mrs, Wilson alleged that they
lived in peace until 1997 when her husband staried atandoned all
responsiblity to raise the childran.

[CI2015/119/AKS

On 3" December 2015, the Commission teceivad a comolaint from Uduak
Okon John who assers that she was farced Inio marriage with Ariekan
Sunday. an officar with the Nigerian Polics Forca, by her famity while sha was
still in secondary schaol, Immediately after anang birth to a baby girl, Mr,
Sunday became violent and verbally abusive,

Recommendations

Based on the volume of cases of sexual and gendar-based violence received
by the Commission during the reporiing period (2015), the Commission
undertakes to raise awareness of members of Nigerian Police Force and the
general pubdic across the country on what canstifutes sexual and gencar-
based wiolence. Furthermore, the Commission underigkes the following
cammilments:

Engage with th office of the Inspector General of Polica to ensure that i
members of the Nigerian Police Forca receive training on sexual and
gender-based violence and how to appropriately respond fo cases when
they are reported to the police

immediately investigate all cases of sexual and gender-based violence
that are reported to the Commission, and whers necessary, with the
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consent of the complainant, engage the serices of the Legal fud Counctl
o pursue aceountabiity

The Commission makes the foliowing recommendations
Tothe Faderal Governmeniand Siale Govammants:

Review existing laws on sexual and gender based violance (o Broaden the
definitian of rape to include acts that do notinvalve panetration

Review exisling |aws on sexual and gender based violence 10 remove the

HEIM i el camal knowdedge’ of a girl below the age of 13 1o stale ‘any
seiyal acts'’, where the law presupposes that a child betow the age of 13
does not have the capacity to consent

Revise laws that openly discriminate agains! LGBTI persons, including the -
Same-Sex Marriage (Prohibition) Act, the Lagos State Same Sex Marriage
(Prohibition) Law, and others, and establish policies and procedure that
protect the human rights and security of LGBT] persans, their families and |
associates

Fully implement Mational Action Plan on UN Security Council resoiution
1325 o meaningfully imvolve wamen in efforts to combat gender-based
violence and discrimination (Recommendation from Nigeria's 2013 UPR
review by the UN Human Rights Council)

Review axisting laws on sexual and gender based violence to broaden the
definition of defilement to inciude a gender-neutral definition of who can be
the victim of such a crime.

Ensure that police are adequately trained in how to-engage with and
the survivar of sexual or gender based violence. Thisincludes:

o Requirements arcund minimum investigation into allegatians
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o Knowledge of immediately necessary inveslication and reporiing
requirements for different types of assauls (ie. rape kits, medical
evidence, photographic evidence of assault, aic )

o Trairing and raguirements on how o engage with and inferact with
survivars of sexual or gender based volence

Engage in awareness raising campaigns about the harmiul nature of
sepual and gender based viglence, provide resources to survivors, and
creae strict zer-tolerance policies for how to address such behawviour.

Introduce laws against fermale genital mutlation (FGM) in all states
(Recommendation from Nigeria's 2013 UPR review by the UN Human
Rights Counil)

LN Haman Rights Cowncd, "Rapor af the Warking Group on M Univereal Fenpdlc Raview
Pigevia” AMRCEES, Conelusinng and Aecammendalions, avaishla here: hfpeEmcumants.
o 1y Orgaos UMD G ENG 1A% B0 IVPDRAG 131 5070 oo P Open Evernard
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CHArR 15:
The Rights of the Child
Introduction

Children pocupy a very unigue position in the sociaty because they are often

seen as the mast vulnerable 1o abuses and the least able to defend

thamselves, As children, they are subject 10 special vuinerabilities when it

comes to labour expioitation, family issues, sexual and gender based violence,

accass 1o health cars and dua process where they often suffer both from

vinlations of their own rights a5 well as from the violatians of the rights of their
primary care-taker, Further, the primary duty bearer for guaraniesing their
rights is their guardian, with the state tasked to intervene where the guardian

proves unable or unwilling to do so and also to provide for secondary pasitive.
rights such as access to education. Special protections are sel put in boih’
national and international laws protecting the dghts of children and setting oul
the abligations parents owe ko their children.

Tha United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Chikd (CRC), which built on
limited protections set out under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;
the International Cavenant on Social and Poitical Rights and the Conventio
on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women, entared inta
force in September 1890 The CRC explicitly esiablishes that all individ
helow the age of 18 are considered children, who, due to thal status shoutd be
afforded, amang others, the right to freedom from discrimination (Art. 2(1]),
nationality (A, 7(1]), to notbe unnecessanly separaled from parents [t G
fraadom of thought, conscious, and refigion (Art. 14), and freedom from abu
and neglect (Art. 19), Other International Conventions also guaranies frea
from work explaltation, freadom from smxusl abuse, and the right ta education.

Two unigue features of the CRC are that the "rights and duties" of the chi
guardians are considered when determining the rights and dutles of the chi
and the convention establishes that the 'hest interests of the child' should
the primary concem of i state when making decisions that concern tha i
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and welfare of the chitd. These two features play a signdficant roe in naticnal
and international legislation, palicy, and principles when delermining how to
affard children basic human rights prolections.

Progress towards protection of ights of the child in Nigeria

The Commission, as well as various Ministries of Women Affairs and Chal
Society Organizations (CS0s) have bean in the forefront of initiatives aimed at
promoting and protecting the rights of this most vulnesable segment of the
society, Nigena ratified the CRC in 1991, and iz also parfy to the Afican Charler
on the Rights and Welfara of the Child (ACRWC), and in 2003 the Federal
legisiature passed the Child Rights Act, which partially domesticates the CRC
mto Migesian law. However, since the 1909 Constitution giies the states the
exclusive jurisdiction to make laws goveming children, the Child Rights Act
neads fo be passad into Sizle law to be enforceable outside of the FCT. To
date, 23 states have passed child rights laws that entirely or significantly
contain the same provisions of the Child Raghts Act.

Complainis received by the Commission

Curing the reporing pericd (2015}, the Commission received numerous
complaints entailing physical abuse, sexual abuse, and separation and
custody disputes. Cases received by the Commission included:

1. Ci2015M116/KD

On 7" December 2015, the Commission received a complaint that X mistreats
and physically abuses his sons in the name of chastising them, The physical
abuse became so severe that the sons ran away from their father's house 1o
live with their mother wha is separated from their father.

2, Cr2015183/KD

On 7 December 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Ma.
Ayobami Olarinaye alleging that her neighbour beats and uses razor blades o
punish her own chid. According fo Ms. Olarinaye, when anyone intervenas,
the neighbour will take her little girl to the toilat and continue beating her there.
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3 CRMSM0KD

On 8" Seplember 2015, the Commission received & complaint from Tijani
Biadamasi, an eider in Angwa Muazu, who clsimed that he met Abubakar
Sadik, a 10 year-old boy with an injury on his hand wandearing arcund the straet
at §:00am on 3 September 2015, The boy taid him that he had sustained the
injury when his father had driven him out of the Rouse Lo beg. He stated that
during the encounter some peaple gathared amang which ane of them kne
the boy and had kept the boy in his house for four manths until his father came
tothe house and farcefully took him,

4, Cr2015/26/KD

On 2 April 2015, the Commission received 2 complaint from Grace Isaac of
Block 9, Room 77 Pefice Training Schoo! Barracks, along Constitution Road,
Kaduna who claimed thatin May 2015 she saparated from her husband. a g
e will no longer allow her o see two of her chidren wha still live at his hause.

B Cr2015M110/KD

On 4 September 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Ladi Men
who stated that she was mamed to Mohammed Musa, and that together the .
had & child. After Mr. Musa passed away, his family took their 7 year-oid chil
for the halidays, and have since then refused to retum the child to har,

6. Cr201571KD

On 1 July 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Mr, Musa Yakub
of No. 23 Govemment College Quarters alleging that 11 -year-old Favo
Thomas disappeared on 19 June 2015, The case was reporied 1o the "
Mashi Pelice Station. Mr. Yakubu claimed that the investigation was carmied s
atthe vicim's school where one of her classmates named Hafsat revealed _
the victim was taken to Sutan Bello Mosque, Kaduna and converted io kiam
Mr. Yakubu further claimed that the case was later transferred to Metro Pl
Station Panteka and then to Gidan Gayu Folice Station, whese the D.PE
imvited Mallam Abdullahi, the institute’s administrator and asked him to releas
the victim to her family bacause she was a minor. According fo f
complainant, Mallam Abdullzhi said he would only release the girl if they wn
an undentzking that the viclim will confinue to practice Islam. The DR ]
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however refused and asked the family to go and setlle the matter with the
mstitution.

T. C/2015/39/KD

On 11March 2015, the Commission recsived & complaint from Khadija
Mohammed Aminu alieging that her husband does not contribute to the
carelwelfare of their children, she also alleged that his fourth wife threatens to
Kilf her.

8. Ci2015/85/KD

On 3 August 2015 the Commission received a complaint from Hauwa
Mohammed claiming that her husband divorced her, and refusad hor accoss to
d of thair § children who sl five with him. Furthermoare, the complainant
alieged that her husband has been neglecting the children and not taking care
of thesr basic needs, and nof allowing them toatiend schoo,

8. Ci2015M22/KD

On 28 September 2015 the Commission received a complaint from Mrs. Afiniki
5. Dangaiji alfleqing that her former neighbour, Mr. Jocab Cdigho has been
malireating and beating his sister Chikaso Odigbo who is 7-years old. Mrs,
Dangaji claimed the gil ran away from her brother's house when the il
treatment became unbearsble. On the way fo her house, the gil mel
prdiceman who brought her down 1o her house looking tattered, hungry and
unkampt.

10.  Ci2015/005/KD

On 156 January 2015 the Commission received a complaint from Hindatu
Abduflahi wha stated that she is a divorcee with 2 children. She alleged that
she had agreed 1o give her children 1o her husband if he would place them in
school. After some time she discoverad that he had nol placed them in school
and they are now selling in the market.

11, Cl2015M161/KD
On 11 November 2015 the Commission received & complaint from Daliva
Ahmad alleging that her father has refused to take care of her social and
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medical neads. She claimed that she haz beendiagrosed with a kind of cancer
ike ailment and neads canstant madical care and further ciaims that all steps
lo get herfathes 1o help with hier needs has proved aborive.,

12, Cl201521/KD

Or 19 March 2015, the Commission recaived a complaint from the Awarenass
Initiative stating that coe Maman Ejeoma is subjecting a minor o child labaur,
They also al'aged thatthe child is from an unknown origin,

13 C/2015/003/KD

On 12" January 2015, the Commission recened a complaint fram Alsha
Abdullahi stating that she was married to [brabim Malsasaye in 2007 for anly
ten days before the marriage failed. A few days |later, she found out she was
pregnant. After she delivered a baby boy named Abdufiahi |brakirm, B
Maisusaye threatened lo forcsfully take the child away fram her. Mr.
Maisusaye relied on a previous Sharia court ruling in Ungwar Shan town that
children should remain in the custody of the mather until they tum eight.
However, contrary to the Sharia court ruling, Ms. Abduliahi stated thal the
maiungwa (village head) had nied that the chikd should remain with the mather
until he becomes an adult.

4. Cl20151M0KD

On 2° February 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Glarn
Adamu who claimed thal she married Ibrahim Adarmu in & court wedding in J
Flateau State sometime in the year 2011, From this manviage they had a ba
boy named Adamu. After few years, lbrahim iold Gloria that different church
and pastors have prophesied she is not his God-ordained wife and that h
cheuld raturn to bis first wife whom he had secarated with due to childlessness
and imeconcilable differances. The complaint further stated that lbrabim a&
Gloria to pack out of his house without giving her any divorce natice. \When
insisted on slaying, he kacked her up for hours until securily men cama 101
rescue, Gloria further alleged lack of parental care for the baby.

15.  Ci20151T/IKD

On 5 Warch 2045, the Gommission received a complaint from Adama Tijsant,
corpoeal with the Nigerian Police, Divisional Headquariers Gombe.
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complaint alleged that Ms. Tijani married A.S.P Matthew Habu in 2008 and
fegether they had two children, a son now aged & and a daughter now aged 4.
Ms. Tijani claimed that they had marital issues, and her husband ook their
children away from her and handad them over to his giffriend in Kaduna Stata,

16. Ci2015/28/KD

On 9" April 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Pauling
Ubeyaslating that she gol married to Benjamin Obeya in November 2009 and
had two chidren with him. Mr. Obeya then abandaned her and the children
over allegation of belng an 'ogbanje’ for another woman. According to the
complamant, Mr, Obeya has not been maintaining the children.

17, CR2015/56/KD

On 5" June 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Patricia P,
Maichiki alieging that since she got mamiad to her husband she has been
bearing the responsibilty of her matrimonial home. She alleged further that
after she gave birth, her husband denied that the chidd was his and when he
found out she had plans of seeking a transfer and moving back to her parent's

house, he came to her house and forcefully ook her 10 month old baby to his
uncle in the village.

18. C/2015/75b/KD

On T July 2015, the Commission recefved a complaint from Maryam Alhassan
alleging that her ex-husband came from Abuja to Zaria and picked thakr son
Mura, a 13year-old bay, from his school and took him back to Abuja without her
knawledge. She alleged that the child does nat receive good training white in
his father’s custody and isleft alone to fend for himsedfin the neighborhood.

19. Cl201580KD

On 13 July 2015, the Commission received a complaint fram Habiba Ibrahim
stating that she was married ta Habibu forahim, butwas divarced by the Sharia
Court Magajigari and was given custody of their nine year old daughter Fatima.
She also claimed that Mr. lbrahim came and took Fatima away from her
parent’s house; however he failed to caler for her education and welfare and
tiis bact her 1o take her daughter back.
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20.  Cl2015/B6/KD

Cn 3 August 2015, the Commission raceivad a complaint from Hafsat Bashir |
claiming that she married Alnaji Nasir Shuaib or 31 August 2012, and an 15
September 2012 he askad her to go back to her parert's house. She sated that
on 20 September 2012 he divoroed her and six weeks later, she cliscoverad
that she was pragnant. When she called her husband to inform Rim. he denied

it. On 4 June 2013 she gave birh to 2 baby girl. Her husband's family came to
acceptthe baby as theirs, but har husband sl cened paternity of the child,

21, Cl20151105KD

On 1 August 2015, the Commission recaived a compsaint ram Mary Udebhulu
stating that her daughter Doris Udebhuiu gave birth 1o a child in 2005 which
was then taken away from her. She alleges that sfier the dedivery her daughter
went out to source for funds fo pay the hospital bill and when she retumed she
was foid by the nurse and social welfare officer that the baby was dead. The
nurse refissed to show them the grave and threstened ta call the Police which
caused them to leave. Mary Udebhulu reported the matter o the Migarian
Palice Force after she found out what happened. However, the Police hava niot
been abie to find the chid

22. CRMSMTKD

On 21 Seplember 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Bermice
igwalon siating that she has been separated from her husband since
February 2015, wha took their 2 year old son with him. Ms. Zigwalon is seeking
clstody of her child.

23, Cl2015M135/KD

On 15 Ocober 2015, the Commission received s comptamt from Marha
Dauda stafing that afier the death of har husbang, late Dauda Tanko in a mokor
accident at Obinze, Imo State, her in-laws began fo malireat her and fried to
coliect the money given 1o her by the Nigerian Army. She also ciaimed that
wihen she amved in Kaduna, the atmosphere at her in-laws hoyse was not
conducive and quite unfriendly. so sha decided % leave 1o har parent’s house
bul she was not allowed to leave with har children

24, insert complaint numbes]
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0023 July 2015, the Commission receivad a complaint from Mr. Felix Nwalaku
who zlleged that his wife, Rose Juel, left her matrimanial home with their 2
year-old daughier and has since deried him acoess to his daughter.

The Commission has canvened several meetings with the parties and is
consUting with bath parfes with 3 view o resciving the matter.

25, NHRCINGSO/2015/037

n ¥ October 2015, the Commission received a cormplaint from Mes. Talaty
Vincent who alleged that her husband, Police Officer, Godwin Usman
abandoned her and daughter afier ha was transferred to Ibadar,

The Commission is using Mr. Usman's Pelice Force Mumber and telephone
rumber te iry to ascertain more details about his posting.

On 30 Juty 2015, the Commission recelved a complaint from Juliet Paul Pater
alleging that her husband, Mr. Paul Alfred Pater often beats her and
abandoned his responsibility of taking care of their children.

Upon receipt of the complaint, the Commission travelled to Sulsla Local
Govemment Araa, Niger State for an investigaticn. The address provided
could not be traced but we succeeded in contacting the victim on phane.
Aithough she was not at home, she stated that the matter has been resolved
amicably. We however, urged 1o her to contact the neares! palice station in the
eventof a viclence attack on her person and alertus immediately.

27.  NHRC/NGSQ/2015/002

On 21 January 2015, the Commission received a camplaint from Mr. Danigl
Luka alleging that Mallam Hanratu Attahiru, who was married 1o his Sister,
Hannaiu, abandoned herand their child for five months without any care far the
family

28, NHRCINGS0/2015/028
On 3" September 2015, the Commission raceived a complaint from Hajanatu
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'Wanchiko that Muhammadu B, Wanchiky never lives up to his responsibilities
as a father. Together thay have 2 children; the first being Fatima (3 vears old)
and the second being Adama (sight months old}. As at the fime this complaint
was filed. Mr. Wanchiku aske his wife ta moye backio her father's house when
she was pregnant with thair second child, only ko show up fater and take away
Fatima to a location that Ms. Wanchika does not know about, Al attempts 1o
make him disciose the whereabouts of F atima hays provad futile,

2%, CI2014/90/AKS

On 18" September 2015, the Commission recened & complaint from Mercy
Saviour Pius who is mariad t Inspector Akikere Gabrisl Tom, and together
they have two ehi'd=n with a thing chitd an the way. Mercy alleges that het
husband fi. e o abort the third pregnancy, but she refused. Becausa ofthal
Rer husband stopped providing for the family,

30.  CR2015/38/AKS

On 9" June 2015, the Commission received 8 complaint from Ini-gbong
Sunday Akpan who alleged that their mother was mamed o Mr. Sunday Akpan
Jdo, and tagether they had two children. Subsequently their parents divarced

homeless,

M. Cl2015126/AKS

On 11 May 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Ms. Vicloria Udo
Ekuere alleging that Mr, John Elijah refused taking cars of the son that they had
ingether. This included refusing 1o pay his school fees and other nesds like
feeding, ciothing, ete,

32, CI2015/040/AKS

On 15 June 2015, the Commission regeived a complaint from Mg Ekemiry
Monday Isaac alleging that Mr. Uideme Bassey Umoh, the father of her chid
and the ownerof her three moniks pregnancy. left her and the baby without any
money o cater for theirneeds. Accordingly, the by has not been toschag|
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a3 Cr2015/68/AKS

On 27 August 2015, the Cammussion received & complaint fram Ms. Andalene
Nnamuka against Mr. Eljah Inyang (the father to her two kids). The
complainant alleged that Mr. Elijah has neglected his responsibiities as a
father 1o his two daughters after forcefully ejecting the childran and their
mother cul of the house two years earier

. Cl20t582/AKS

On 26 June 2015, the Commission received a complaintfrom Rejoice Okpara
whao had been married to Flying Officer Cephas Sunday Ckpara, and their
unicn produced two kids, Della and Dominion. Ms. Okpara alleged that Ms,
Okpara is in e habil of leaving the house at any slight provocation and
threatens her ofien, She alleged that because of the last threat, she left the
nouse and Mr. Okpara has refused to pay the school fees of the kids and has
refused fo provide upkeep.

3o Cl2D1504/AKS

On 27" January 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Nancy John
Dick who alleged to have been married to X for 18 years, They agreed 1o have
had two children together, a boy and a girl. The complainant further alleged that
she and her husband have had misunderstandings of late and in the cause of
this misunderstandings which have recently degenerated, their daughter has
always taken sides with her and this has resulted in his refusing o pay their
daughter's school fees and he has also stopped giving her packet maney

3. Cl2015/35/AKS

On 14" October 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Ms. Ukpong
Ekemini Ifiok alieging that her husband with whom she has been married to for
10 years and have three kids of Z, 6 and 9 years old together does not provide
adequately for the welfare and upkeep of the family, She further claimed that
har husband is unfaithful to her and that he beats her up whenever she nguires
about his infidelity. She also daimed to fesl unsafe around him because of
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thesa incessant assaulls.

37.  CRUYESAKS

On 15 September 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Me.
Timothy Corfort who claimed that she has a baby gid with Mr. Uwana Effiang
Ubom wham she gave birth to on the 19 June 2013, She afleged that since that
fime she has been the only one taking care of the child. Ms. Timathy, whe is
cohabiting with Mr. Effiong asserted that he promised to marry har and dus o
that she got pragnant and had & baby gif with him. However, Wr. Effiang failed
in his promise fo marry her and abandaned herwith the chitd

38.  CRO5ATIAKS

On 14" Cuwpe: 2015, the Commission received a complainl from Mrs.
Happiness Effanga who alleged that she and Mr. Efianga Solomon married in
2002, and subsaquently had three chiidren, Mre, Effanga furthes alleges thal
her husband sant her and the chitdren cut of their matrimanial home in 2008,
She stated that her husband cocasionally gives har monay for the children’s
upkesp butiths nobahways enough.

39,  Cl2015/88/AKS

On 5" October 2015, the Commission received a complaing from Mandu Jahn
Edetwha alleged that she was in a retationship wilh John Efiong which yielded
twa children. Ms, Edet alleged that the father of her chitdren drove her out from
his house in 2010, and that since then seeing or visiting her children had been a
very difficult task o ber

40,  Ci2015/58/AKS

On 27" August 2015, the Commission received 2 complaint from Abigal Okon
who alleged that she is in a relatonship with Samuel Edem which has
oproduced two children, The complainant further alleged that Mr. Sdem densed
being the father of the second baby, and refused o take care of bear the
financial responsibility.

4.  CR215M1D/AKS
On 8" October 2015, the Commission receivec a complaint from Abasiama
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Ekpekpe who has four children with Mion Edet Okaon. Thaugh not legally
marned, they have been together for about 9 years before separation due fo
Mr. Ckon's batiering and threat 1o the life of Ms. Ekpekpe. Since their
saparation i 2013 fill date Mr, Okon has refused 1o cater for his children,
leaving the burden on Ms. Ekpekpa

42, Cl2015/B4/AKS

On 307 September 2015, the Commission received a compiaint from Yvonne
Eric who alleged that she was in a relationship with Mr. Feli Ibak, which
producad a son. Mr. Falix has since then refused o lake care of their child,
exceptthe school fees.

43. Cl20M15M114/1AKS

On 18" November 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Nseabong
Samuel Eqsk wha alleged that she got pregnant for Idongesit Patrick, and that
Mr. Patrick denied the paternity of the child and prassured her to opt for
abortion. Ms. Etuk refused to have an ahortion,

44.  Cl2015100/AKS

On 27" Oclober 2015, the Commission received a compéaint from Esther
Sunday Bassey who alleged that she got pregnant for Bar, Mbomekpo
Akpabio with whom she already had a baby gif whois 5 years old. Mr. Akpabia
has a habil of battering Ms, Bassey which forced her to pack out of the house.
However, Mr. Akpabio sfill goes fo her office 1o harass her with a death threats,
and ne longer pays forthe child's upkeep or schoo! fees.

45.  Cr2015117IAKS

On 19" November 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Mrs.
Blessing Anaza who alleged that she was in a relationship with Monday Daniel
with whom she had 2 children. Mr. Danigl habitually battered Mrs, Anaza
theraby forcing her to pack out of the house, Mr, Daniel fook the children to bis
parents in the village and denied the complainant access o the children,

Recommendations

Given the numerous complaints the Commission received during the reparting
period of victations of the rights of children, the Commission will dedicate exira
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attention in the Eoming year fo raising awarenass abaut this right and pushing
for accountability for perpetrators of viofalions of this right.

Additionatly, tha Commizsion Udertakes fa;

Promptly condemn all cases of child marriage and forceq Mmarriage as
viclations of the rights of the chilg

Review ai pending fegislation before the National Assembly and State

Houges of Assembly to ensure thar they contain atequate protections for
Ine rights of children, whers relevant

vestigate all cases of chilg trafficking reporied and wiork with relevant

I
slate autharities 1o develop helistic responses where child trafficking is
prevatant

Additionally, the Comrmission therafors makes the following
fecammendations:

Ta m&FﬂdEml'Gnmmm&nt;

Implement and enforce the Chitd Rights Act of 2003 in the FTC

Ensure full implementation of the Universal Basic Education Act 2004 and
enslre tr‘mtprimanrandjuniwmurﬁm‘y education is free for ail childran

Adapt a national palicy on children with disabilifies and ansure acoass to

education as well as health services and skills acquisition for at chiidren
with disahilities

Take further measurs 1o mplement the 2010 recommendations by the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child, especially related to the
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domestication of the CRC: the right of the child to education, nuirition and
Paalth, and protecting girls from early marriage

Adopt legisiative and praciical measures to combat accusations against
children for witchcraft by, inter alia, criminalizing the witchcraft
accusations, providing protection to children; and by AWareness-rasing,
incuding in cooperation with civil society

To State govermments:
+ Passthe Child Rights Act of 2003 into state law and implement and enforce
existing child rights taws

Provide adequate resources and faciiiies for the provision of birth
cenificates and registratian of all children at birh

Form and implement strategic policias o address child martality due o
preventable diseases, including but not limited to praviding free
vaccinations to &l children under the age of S years, claan drinking waterta
all families with children under the age of 5 years, and free health care to al
children under the age of & years

Taxe immediate action to end homelessness of childran

Enforce the Universal Basic Education Act of 2004 by cracking down on
govemment schools that charge fees for admission thereby excluding
chidren from access to basic education quaranteed under the law

Invest more in public schools 1o ensure adequate faciliies, including

loilets, classrooms, desks, materials, and teachers, particularly in

locations where average incomes of 3 certain bacality are below the

median
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CHAPIR 106-

Environment and the Niger Delt3
Introduction

the full enjoyment of numeroys other human rights, including the rights to life.

Since the late 1950's, the majarity of the aif ang 9as produced by Nigeria has
been extracted from ¢ oil-rich states that comprise the MNiger Delta. This aneg
has also bean subject o repeated and severe oil spills both at seg ang inland,
and experts estimate that al little as 10% of oif spills in the Niger Dejia have
been adequalely addressed. The Miger Delta is the argestwetland area on the

frican continent, and one of the most diverse eCasystems on the planet, Logs|

However, the Multiple repars relegsad during this repariing period have




reports indicate that ha negative health consequences of these oil spilis and
on-going gas flaring have drastically reduced the ife-span and lavel of health
afindividuals living in the Niger Delta, have destroved farmiands. fisheries and
mangroves, and has polluted the water and air,

Complaints received by the Commission

1, C/2015M113/AKS

On 29" October 2015, the Commission received a complaint from Ette lta Land
Owrers Council alleging that they are the authentic owner of the land used by
the Akwa [bom State for construction of Ibam Airport. They further alleged that
Gitto Construction company has refused 1o recogniza them as the orginal and
authentic owners, and instead has chosen to work with a fake group formed by
Hon. Cuskong Raphael Bassay from Nsit Atai L. G. A. called National Land
Cwners Council. The complaint further alleged that Gitlo Construction
Company has been burning bitumen canslessly in the airport site and polluting
the air and nearby environment which is negatively afiecting the host
community.

2, On 5" August 2015, the Commission underlcok field visits to solid
rineral mining sites long Faiko Road and Kataeregi Village along
Bida Local Govemment Road, in Niger State. Duning the figld visits it
was neded that sofid mineral mining can have negative sccial, health,
and environmental impacts. At small-scale and artisanal mining sites
in the locations visited, the Commission discovered that mining waste
products zre being washed into nearby streams, and most of the
workers dantwear protective clothing,

Other cases reported | documented

In tha penod under review (2015), there were several reports in the media an
thee: right to a healthy environment and the Niger Delta. These include:

iF U 7 January 2015, the Guardian newspaper reported that Shell Oil
agreed 1o a setbemant with the Bodo community of Ogoniland, for a
sum of 55 million British Pounds a= a result of two oil spills affecting the
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community and surrounding creeks in 2008 and 2009, The precedent-
sefling case was litigated by Laigh Day before a UK court on behalf of
15,500 farmess and fishamen.

2 On 8 Febeuary 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper (p. 21) reporied
that Environmental Rights Action/ Friends of the Earth Migeria
|ERAFOEN) have crificized Nigerian Agip Oil Company (NAOC) for
its poor respanse 1o a reported oil spill incident at a NAQC oil figld in
Bayelsa State, According to the article, ERA/FOEN lamented that the
ail firm had done nothing to stop the discharge of crude il and gasinta
the environment, causing poliution and affecting farmlands.

The Commission instructs this case to be directed to the Federal Ministry of
Enviranment for further action and remadiation.

3. On 10 Febeuary 2015, the Migerian Tribune newspaper (p. 10)
reported that the Bayelsa Stale Commissioner for Environment, Mr.
Iniruo Wilks, has lamented the high level of ail and gas pollution in the
State, s part ofthe most oll and gas polluted region in the entire world

The Commission instructs this case to be directed to the Federal Ministry of
Envirenment for further action and remediation.

4, On 11 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p. 35) reported that
the Kalaba Community in Yenagoa Local Governmeni Area of Bayelsa
State has raised alarm over the devastation of the area by oil spill from
a Nigeria Agip Ol Company, NAOC faciity. |t was gathered that the
spill was noticed two wesks prior, and was promptly reported to the
management cf Agip, butthe company was yet to stop the spill,

The Commissian instructs this case to be directed to the Fedesal Minisiry of

Ervironment for further investigation, as well as to the Ministry of Petroleum
Resources and the NSCDC,

5, On 10 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper (p. 2) reported
that on 8 February 2015 the survelllance at the sea in the Niger Defta
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6 Ort 18 March 2016, Amnesty Internationg! reparted fhat hundreds of
oil spifs confinue to blight the Niger Delig. According to Al Rayal
Outch Shell and Hafian mul‘h‘naﬁnnalnircmpany ENI have admitted to
marethan 550 ol spilis in the Niger Delta within the Jast yearalone,

T, O 26 Juty 2015, Premium Times reparted that fishermen in the Niger
Delta urged the Fedars| govemment 1o enforce s own laws and
reguiations and punish i tompanies that default in their
respensibilities to remedy the Envirenment and compensate affacted
communifies when ol spllls pecyr,

f. On 3 Movember 2015, the Vanguard MEWSPaper reported that the
Nigerian Matianal Pelroleum Cormporation argued that only 5 strang
paticy and regulatory framewark will he able o curb gas Haring in
Nigena.

Hm:ummunda'!hns

Given that a heaithy Enviranment is essential to the refization of many othey
rights, the Commission sirongly condemns all viokations of the right to a
healthy envirsnment, and commits &g work [ raise greater awareness of this
right,

The Commission makes the foilowing recommendations:

Tothe Federal Government ang State Governments;

Implement the recommendations of Unitad Nations Environmantal
Programma report on ofl spills and enviranmental degradation |n
Cgoniland

Immediately commence a clean-up of all oj spills in the Niger Defta in
Slale of Human Rights Rooar 15 178




*

e with intsmatianai best practices and subject fo Independent
verification

Estabiish a Commission af Inguiry to investigate aff and solid mingral
exlraction companies' compliance with domestic enviranments
legislation and regirations

Take measures fg resoive disputes ansing betwesn axfractive
Industry companies and host communities and whare Necessary
make recommendations an compensation and other forms of remedy

- Adequately fung NOSDRA to ensure jis independence in mediating
cil-spill related dispises and in condugting Joint Investigative Visits
(V)

Immediataly pass and implement legisiation that makes gas flaring
ilegal

Immediately take 5teps {0 raduce carhgn BMmissions and butin plage
pains to mitigata the Impacts of climate change on livefihagds acrss
Nigeria

Mﬁﬁmﬂmﬂw?ﬂw 180




CHAPMR 17
Elections And Political Participation

Elections and palitical paricipation are fundamental elements of democralic
governance, Unforiunately, the Nigeran experience with democratic
govemance has been far from perfect — moitled by decades of méitary rule and
endemic comupiion that cuts fo the core of the Nigerian State,

However. as clear evidence that Migeria has made significant progress, the
March 2015 presidential election, which saw the first ever handover between
politica! parties since the relurn to democracy, was halled by most observers as
being free and fair. Outgoing President Jonathan accepted the outcome of the
election shortly afier the results were in, without inifiating a legal challenge or
instigating backlash by his followers, In the aftermath of the eleclion, there was
minimal, if any, rioting and displacement as was characteristic of the April 2011
election where more than 800 persons were killed and 60,000 displaced.

Despite this notable success, in the lead-up to the election, and in some state-
lavel gubesnatorial elections, there were recorded incidents of violencs,
intimidation. and allegations of election rigging. This was particularly
pronounced in a few states — Rivers State being the most severe — but not
widaspread,

Complaints received by the Commission

In the: period under review (2015), the Commission received no complaints of
glection-retated viodations in Migaria.

Other cases reported | documentad
Inthe period under review [2015), there were numerous reports in the media on
incidents of violations of free and fair election in Nigeria. Theseinclude:

1 On 12 January 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.3) reported that
hundreds of internally displaced persons (IDPs) have come out o
receive their permanent voters card (PVC) at various camps in
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Maiduguri the Bomo State Capital. This came on the backdrop ¢
earlier fears that millions of pecple displaced from fheir sommunitie
by Boko Haram in about 20 Local Government areas of the State wi
be: disenfranchised by INEC in this year's general slections.

2, On 2 February 2015, the Nigenan Tribune newspaper (p.7) regcele
that on 1 January 2015 the Independent Naticnal Electars
Commission (INEC) exlended the deadline for collection of permanan
voters cards (PYCs) until 8 Fabruary 2015, However, whila 26 millio:
PVCs were yat to be collected, the percentage of collected PYCs i
now 2. 15%,

o On 2 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper (p.42) reporter
ihat the MNiger State Governar, Dr, Babangids Alivy, calied on 1he
electorates in the stats to report any problem refating to the collectior
of permanent vaters cards [PVCs) to the state government,

4, On 3 February 2015, the Daily Champion newspaper (p.28) reporta
that the All Progressives Congress (APC) accused the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) of removing their campaign posters on the
highways, saying thatthe actis unfortunate and barbaric.  This case
should ba referred to the Independent National Elecioral Commissior
(INEC) and security apencies for aciion,

% On 3 Fabruary 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.1) reported that or
2 February 2015 a matley crowd of about 100 youths mainly from
Abuja suburb gathered at the Independent Mational Electoral
Commission {INEC) Headquarters calling for the pestponemant of the
ganeral election scheduled for 14 Fabruary 2015 citing difficulty in the
distribution of permanent voler's cards (PVCs).

6. On 3 February 2015. the Daily Tiust newspapar (p 6] repordad that on
2 February 2015 a Federal High Courtin Abuja was asked 1o siop the
14 February 14 2015 general electicns, The plaintiffs in the sult, Asago
Torkuma Venatius, Ofa Soloman Cluwasanmi. Sunday Aftah, and
Fhilip Agbese, are asking the court to postpone the elections until all
eligible volers have collected their permanent voler's card,

i On 3 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.7) reperted that on
2 February 2015 the Internationa! Criminal Court (ICC) warned
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"

12,

13.

Nigerian leaders against whipping up violence around the 14 February
2015 presidential poll. The election is expected ‘o be the mast closely
contested since the military rule in 1939,

On 3 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.11) reported that
Max Ozoaka, a tawyer, filled 2 suit before an Abuja Fedaral High Court
seeking to disqualify the All Progressives Congress [APC) presidential
candidate, Muhammadu Buhari for failing to fulfil the requirements
contained in Form CF 001 of the Independent National Electoral
Commuission {INEC).

(On 3 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.21) reporied that
on 1 February 2015, 9 houses belonging to the All Prograssives
Congress (APC) members and & campaign vehicie belonging to the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) ware burnt down at Glwa village in
Bimin-Kudu local government area of Jigawa State when PDP youth
on the campaign train of Ali Tukur Gantsa and APC youth clashed in
the village.

On 4 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper {p.10) reported that 8
supparters of the All Progressives Congress (AFC) in Kaduna Slate
ware feared dead, following the outbreak of violent clash with
supporters of the Peoples Democratic Party (POP) in Kaduna.

On 4 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.4) reported that
an 3 February 2015 soldiers on stop and search operations
interceptad a vehicle carrying ballot papers at a checkpoint near Abaji
on the Abuja-Lokoja expressway. The Commission's manitaring
department should monitor further developments regarding this
ncident.

Or 4 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.4) reporied that
the pro-democracy and human right group, Civil Liberties
Organizations, says il is compiling a list of individuals making
inflammatory statements ahead of the forthcoming general elections,
adding that such people would be tried at the Intemational Court of
Justice in the Hagua in case viclence breaks oul after elections.

On 4 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspapar (p.8) reported that
the Independent Electoral Commission (INEC) said it had distributed
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TEE.ETEpEfmanEmt‘.-bters Cards in Kogi Sfala

14, On 4 February 2015, the Daily Trus! TEWSRARer (p12) repovled fhat
on ihe 3 Fabruary 2015 faur persans were killed in fwo poittical elashes
mvalving supocrters of Pecple’s Democratic Party, Secia Darocratis
Party and All Progressive P4 fyin BaliLGA of Taraha State

15, On 4 Februany £0175, the Daity Trust MEWSEaper ip.16) reocrtad that
on 3 Fabruary 2015 the COmay of All Prograssives Grang Alliancs
{APGA) gavernorehip candidata in Nasarawa State_ Labaran Maiw,
Was gftacked by viglant thugs who barricaded g mafar road through |
Kwanders, an outskint of Lafia. o 8100 the campaign train

16, On4 February 2015, tha Daly Trust REWspAper (0.32) reported that
residents of Sauka Mapanyi in Gaube ward of Kuje Area Council of the
Federal Capital tefritary are worriad o NGessant robbery altacks by
unknown ammed men, wha dispases them of their valuables whila
reluming home from markets The Commission determined that
Secunty agencies within tha area should be alerfed of tha
development

and demandad tha Postporement of the forthcoming general elagtion
b b manths

18. On 3 Februany 2015, the Daily Teust rewspaper (p4) repored that
he Al Progressives Langress CAMmpaign rally in Kwara State tumad
hicady on the 4th of Feh, 2015 when syspected ooditical thugs shot
and wounded PaILy supparars in lsapa, Bk GAof ihe slale

19, ion 0 February 2015 the Daily Trust nEwspapar (p.12] repontad fhat
on ¥ February 2015 he Kogi State coardingtar of the GMB
Prasidantial Campaan organization allegadly accused the POP of
using thugs to infimidate its members and sUpporters during a prags
conference in Lokoja the Kogi State Capita).

2. Ong February 2015, the Daily Trust Ewspaper {p.48) raported that
over the prior weekend rembars of the GMB valunteers, a frontiine
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23.

24,

25

voluntary organization made up of professionats, ethnic and religious
greups criticized the hate adverls sponsored in the media against the
All progressive congress presidential candidate, retired General
Muhammady Buharl. The Commission directs this incident fn (e
pofice and AFCON

On 9 February 2015, the Nigerian Trbune newspaper (p. 45) reportad
that the Labour Party governorship candidate in Owo State, Chief
Adebayn Alac-Akala, decried the llegal armest of members of his party
oy the Nigerian Police Force, The members wers allegediy amested on
EFebruary 2015

Qn 10 February 2015, the Daily Champion newspaper (p.3) repoetad
that the Prosecutor of the Intemational Criminal Court {ICC), Ms,
Fatou Bensouda gave a press release on 2 February 2015 to
prosecute any individual or group of persons who engaged in violance
before and during the fortheoming general elections in Nigeria,

On 10 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper (p.4) reported
that on § February 2015 the Presidential candidate of the APC, GMB
through his legal team led by Chief Wole Clanipekun [SAN)
challenged a case instituted in court against his aligibdlity to contest,
the 2015 presidential election,

On 10 February 2015, the Nigerian Tribune newspaper (p.47} reported
that the campaign team of the POP candidate in Oyo State, Senator
Teslim Fofarin has condemned the attacks on the campaign train of its
candidate at Ojude Oba in Igboho by suspected thugs on the 51k of
Feb, 2015. The Commission directs this incident to the Stata
Independent and Nationa! Electoral commission {INEC} for proper
investigation,

On 10 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper | p.20) reported that
e PDP in Benue State has accused the opposiion Al Progressive
Congress of using aver 200 thugs to disrupt its rallies in Guma and
Vandekiya LGA's and shaoting three of its members. The incidert
allegedly took place an 5 February 2015, The Commission diracts this
incident to the attention of the Benue Stale Mational Independent
Electoral Commission (INEC).
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N On 11 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.8) reported that
on 10 February 2015 thugs suspected to be loyal to the Al
Progressives Congress (APC) in Imo State attacked prolesting
widows in Owerri, The thugs mostly youths allegedly stormed the
popular Garden Park by Wetheral junction, where the widows
gathered and started beating them.

27.  On 11 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.15) reporied that
the All Progressives Congress (APC| has raised an alarm that some
peapie suspected 1o be agants of the Peoples Democratic Party (POP)
have resoried to underhand tactics, including the purchase of
permanent voters' cards (PVCs) as well as intimidating some vaters io
seize thewr PVCs In the wake of elections postponement. The
ammission directs this incident io the Independent hationa! Electoral
Commission for imvestigation and appropriate action.

28, On 23 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.9) reported that
gunmen on 2 February 2015 abducted Mr. Fred Ndiagbara the Rivers
State Government House Master of Ceremony, at an APC ward raily in
Khana 1 LGA of Rivers State. The Commission directs the Manitaring
Department 1o follow this case and the oulcome of the police
investigation into the incident.

29.  On 23 February 2015, the Punch newspaper (p.8) reported thal a
suspected poiitical thug allegedly attacked the convay of Bomo Slate
Gevermor, Alhaji Kashim Shettima on Sunday, 22nd of February, 2015
in Maidugusi. The thugs were alleged to have been sponsored by the
farmer governor Sen. Ali Medu Sheriff. The Commission directs the
Police o investigate the incident and bring the perpetrators o justice,

30, On23February 2015, the Nigenan Tribune newspapes (p.12) reported
that on 22 February 2015 the PDP Publicity Secretary in Eda State Mr.
Chris Nehikhare refuled an allegation by the Ede State government
that it is planning 1o fusl political tension in the state prior to the genaral
alection.

31.  DOn25February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p.6) reported that on
24 February 2015 four persons were allegedly killed in a clash
betwean poliical thugs suspected tobe members of the rival PDP and
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APCin Warawa LGAKzno State.

Qn 25 February 2015, the Daily Trust newspaper (p 8} reported that on
23 Fabruary 2015 a group of irate youths altacked the campaign
convay of the state governorshio candidate of All Progressives
Cangress (APC), Simon Latong in the Berom-dominaled comimunity
of Jos South Local Government Area of Plaleau Slate.

Un 25 February 2015, the Punch newspaoer (0.12) raported that
former Niger Delta militant, Chief Ateke Tom, has placed a ban an
palitical raifies in Okrika, River Sigte. saying that he would nol iolerate
any polilica! campaign in the area. The Commission urges the palice to
investigate the matter,

On 31 March 2015, the BBC reporied that the APC's Muhammady
Buhari won the presidential election, marking the first transifion
befween polifical parties since the refumn fo democracy.

On 29 May 2015, the Guardian newspaper reported that Nigeria's
electians were largely *fres and fair and UN Sacretary General Ban Ki
Moon calied the election an inspiratian for nascent democracies
araund the world,

Recommendations

Given its fundamental importance to democracy, the Commission sirongly
condemns all instances of election-related violence orinterference.

The Commissian therefore undertakes to-

Manitar the conduct of elections o ensure that lhey are free and fair
Monitor (e conduet of security agencies during elections

Menitor poiitical activities, including cEMpaigns, 1o ensura absence of
hate speecharincitement g vislance

|ssue advisories and accouniability directives to relevant stakehalders
involved in the conduct of elections

The Commission makes the: foflowing recommendations;
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Ta the Federal Government and State Govemments:

] Support INEC to ensure that it refains its independence and continues
to funchion as an effective elections umgire
Ensure access ko polling booths by persons with disabiéities and olher
vulnerable populations
Discourage militarization of elections, and caution th involvemant of
the Nigerian Army in any election-refated acfivities

Tothe Nigerian Polics force and other State security operatives:

Ensure that all individuals can safely acoess polling boaths to cast
their baflrs

Pra. .2 adequate security and protection during periads of elections
Restrain all officars of the Nigerian Palica Farce and other SECUrity
agencies from any parlisan activities or acts that could be pereeived as
parfisan
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Conclusion

As the preceding pages of this report have demonstrated. much work remains
e be done to ensure the human nghts of all Nigerians are respecied,
pratected, and fulfiled. The period of under review — January 2015 thraugh
December 2015 - witnessed human rights viclaticns perpetrated by a variaty
of Slate and non-State actors across the entire courtry. Accordingly, this report
echoes the 2011-12 Report by concluding with further recognition of the
enafmity of the work that remains undone, The Commission invites felow
human rights advocates, government actors, and all others who believe that
Nigerians deserve batter, to join their effors with thase of the Commission to
take any and al steps necessary to bring an end fo govemment impunity for
pervasive human rights violations in Nigaria.

The first step in tackling the human rights chalienges in Nigeria is an open and
honest dialogue about the curment state of human nghis. This 2015 Report
seeks to push forward that conversation by highlichting specific cases and
making concrete recommendations for how greater accountability for gross
human rights viciations can be achieved.
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FET

i ]
CPA
CPC
CTu
i)
opp
DSS
FCT
FCID
IGP
IPO
ITF
LAC
MOPOL
NGO
NPF
PsC
5LIB
State CID
SARS
S0%
555

List of Abbreviations

Community-based organization

Criminal investigation Department
Criminal Procadure Act

Criminal Procedure Code

Counter Terrorism Unit

Divisional Police Officer

Director of Public Prosecution
Department of State Security

Federal Capital Territory (Abuja)

Force Criminal Investigation Department
Inspector-General of Police

Investigating Police QOfficor

Joint Task Force

Legal Ald Council

Mobil Police

non-governmental organization

Migerian Police Force

Police Sarvices Commission

State Investigation and Intelligence Bureay
Criminal Investigation Department at the sta
special Anti-Robbery Squad

Swift Operation Squad

State Security Services (same as D5S)
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